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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


An interesting judgment was that given in the House 
of Lords recently whereby it was decided that a gift of the 
residue of his estate by Mr. Charles Bowman, of Ventnor, 
Isle of Wight, to the Secular Society (Ltd.), was valid. 
The heir-at-law and the next of kin of the testator con- 
tested the validity of the gift on the ground that the 
Üompany was constituted for illegal purposes, namely, the 
subversion of the Christian and all other religions. Mr. 
Justice Joyce decided in favour of the Secular Society, and 
the Appeal Court affirmed his decision. The majority of 
the House of Lords upheld these judgments. Amongst 
other important expressions of opinion by the law lords, 

| Lord Sumner's view is worth quoting. Не said that with 
all respect for the great names of the lawyers who had 
used it, the phrase “Christianity is part of the law of 
England” was really not law, but rhetoric. “Thou shalt 
not steal” was part of our law. ‘Thou shalt not commit 
adultery ” was part of our law. But another part, Thou 
shaltlove thy neighbour as thyself,' was not part of our 
law at all. Christianity had tolerated chattel slavery; not 
so the present law of England. The judgment and the 
views expressed will be of interest to many persons outside 
the particular Society concerned. Our friend Dr. Powell 
has more than once referred to the phrase “ Christianity is 
part of the law of England ” in his addresses, when dealing 

With the Vagrancy and Witchcraft Acts. He has pointed 
out how utterly fatuous the dictum is, seeing that the Legis- 
lature has stamped Christ and St. Paul as a pair of rogues 
and vagabonds. So far as the dictum itself is concerned, 
however, we now have a pronouncement from one of the 
highest authorities. Those of the well-wishers of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance (Ltd.) who wish to benefit the Alliance 
by will can now rest secure that their bequests to it will be 
quite valid, for the Alliance is in the strong position that it 
is not only a corporate body able to acquire property by 
gift, but it exists in effect to uphold (rather than to sub- 
vert) Christianity by proving that the miraculous element 
in the Christian religion rests on а basis of scientific fact. 


* * * * 


“Some Views Respecting a Future Life,” by Samuel 
Waddington (John Lane, 3s. Gd. nef), commends itself to 
us mainly because of the artistic quality of its printing 
and binding. Its importance as a contribution to a study 
of the subject with which it deals is relatively small. We 
‘are told of the views entertained on the question by Plato, 
Buddha, Huxley, Haeckel, Maeterlinck and a few score of 
other writers and thinkers, and the author adds some 


peculiarly inconclusive conclusions of his own, But we get 
very little of Mr. Waddington and a great deal of the 
various writers upon whom he relies. He refers with 
approval to Sir E. Ray Lankester's suggestion concerning 
telepathy and a belief in ghosts being the outcome of 
cerebral disease ; he is in agreement with Sir Hiram Maxim 
that the soul, the mind or the spiritual part, “like 


electricity, is only a соот of matter,” and he tells 


us in another place, after a lengthy citation from the 
writings of Mr. A. Clutton Brock, that it has always 
been my view, the main tenet of my religion, that 
in all things, and above all things, Truth and Truth- 
fulness should be the objects of our worship.” At 
intervals Mr. Waddington gives us quotations from his 
own poetry, but even these do not help us very much. He 
is struck with the great diversity of opinion on the possi- 
bility of a continuation of life after death. What we are 
astonished by is his ignorance of the fact that the question 
has long passed beyond the stage of opinion, that opinions 
ave no longer of the slightest consequence, whether they 
emanate from the pulpit or the study. It is no more a 
question of What do you think?” but What do you 
know?” Mr. Waddington knows what other people 
have thought about it, and what he himself thinks. And that 
is all. If some of the views he sets forth are true, then the 
Christian Church is founded on a delusion, and the spiritual 
element in the New Testament has no better basis than 
cerebral disease. Fortunately Psychic Science exists to 
prove the essential truth of both. And that is not at 
all a question of Views but of Facts. 


* * * * 


Although a formal review of Sir William Barrett's new 
book, On the Threshold of the Unseen,” has yet to appear 
in Licut, we cannot forbear making some quotations from 
the book, which fulfils one of the standards of good literature 
in being highly quotable. Here, for instance, is a passage 
that should be of value to those numerous readers of LIGHT 
who are only at the beginning of their investigations : — 


Every Spiritualist knows the mischief of promiscuous sittings 
of ignorant people, and many feel as strongly as I do that paid 
professional mediums who have been convieted of fraud should 
besedulously avoided. The best sittings I have had have been 
in full light; so with Sir W. Crookes’ wonderful observations. 
In fact, Home, I believe, always refused to sit in the dark: 
and probably with any medium by patience and perseverance 
the light eould be gradually increased without serious injury 
to the results and with enormous gain to the accuracy and 
precision of the observations. 


Again, after remarking that confidence is not synony- 
mous with credulity, our author says :— 


It is the most experienced investigator who is the least 
eredulous, and it is also unquestionably true that it is those 
psychical researchers who bristle with suspicion that have 
never been able to obtain conclusive evidence of the physical 
phenomena of Spiritualism. They are not abler or more 
critical investigators than Sir W. Crookes and other scientific 
men who have had overwhelming proofs, but they bring with 
them a psychical atmosphere that is as unfavourable to success. 


as a damp atmosphere is to the working of a frictional or 
Holtz electrical machine, ] 
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THE UNION OF LONDON SPIRITUALISTS' 
ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


Continued from page 16i 


Mr. Ricard Ворріхото then read his paper He 

enced by remarking that it is the first time in the 
history of the Union that the President and his two vice- 
itform at one time 


peoples of this 


elves on the same p 
human history had the 
decisions, 


planet been called upon t make such momentous 


both individually and nationally, as during the past three 


years Many conventional ideals and sy stems had gone by the 


ird, and a new assessment of values had to be made Even 


humanity's estimate of itself had in some measure to be 


These years had witnessed a vitalising of the human 


self had taken self to task 


revised 
consciousness in which In millions 


of young, generous souls 


selflessness had replaced selfishness. 
Both the nadir and the zenith of human conduct were being 
exhibited in the present conflict, and in each case by professed 
Christians. One of the natural consequences of the present 
state of things waa that a more than merely curious interest 


People who 


а serious thought concerning it were now hoping ıt Was true, 


was being taken in Spiritualism never before had 


One great problem they, as Spiritualists, were faced with, was 
They had, he 


even allowing on their 


how their Spiritualism should be presented 
felt, made it too cheap in the past 
rostrums so-called clairvoyants and others who twelve months 


One medium had 


before knew nothing of the subject 
been heard to give the same indefinite descriptions, abso- 
But 


of the trouble he deplored in society work Mr. Bodding- 


Intely identical, at six successive meetings. much 
ton traced, not to the fact that some of their mediums were 
sither undeveloped or fraudulent, but to the fixing of a 
date for the exhibition of their clairvoyant powers, when they 
had to appear whether they were in a properly psychie con- 
dition or not. He pleaded for the abolition of all sensational 
and theatrical elementa in platform work, and suggested that a 
society should not accept members too easily. "They should be 
The 
following passage from the paper is well worth quoting as 
which Mr 


made to pass through a period of probation as associates 


showing the penetration and judgment with 


Boddington envisaged hia subject 


One of the dangers of democracy is а tendency to а spurious 
sonso of equality in whieh everyone ія apt to regard himself as 
the equal of everybody else. So far as human beings are spiritual 
unite that is undoubtedly true, but from the standpoint of the 
varying grades of character and ability there are such obvious 
differences between individuals that where pushful mediocrity 
gota ita foot in, a distinct danger to progress is indicated, Lot 
пя not lose sight of the fact that the strength of Theosophy, 
Christian Science and other schools is due not so much to the 
novelty or value of their teachings as to the fact that people 
of eulture and discernment will not work or worship with 
Therefore, in 


order to avoid the constant mortifications ansing from uneon 


mental inefficiency in positions of authority 


genial associations, they betake themselves to organised bodies 
where some idos of the fitness of things obtains 


It waa not, Mr. Boddington pointed out, that these people 


than those 


thought themaelvesa of finer olay whose « 


they left 


ompan y 


It was that they had certain standards of dignity, 


refinement, reverence and educational efficiency, standards 


whicl were ontinually ign wed by thee amall-minded 


"ютап, bumptious and self seeking persona who made the 
work of earnest and progressive Spiritualists a real and constant 
заст с 

He concluded with a strong adjuration that Spiritualists 


ifta the Gift f the Spirit, the 


should add to thew spiritual 
inspiration that would make their movement a living thing 
full of beauty and dignity, going from strength to strength 

At the close Boddington 


number of questions from the audience, in wl 


anawere! a 


of hia paper Vr 
eh, and in the 
animated discussion later, Mrs. Wesley Adams, Mrs. Stair, Mrs 
Cannock, Mrs. Jamrseh, Miss Trimmer, Mr. Brown f the 
and Mr The most 
vigorous, if not the most important, part of the eriticiem whiel 
Alderman Davis, wh 


Camberwell Society Connor took part 


from 


was evoked by the paper came 


L I GHE: [Ju 


ittered a vehement protest in « pe 4 
that publi phenomena should be al lished 
Mr. Boddington, in the course of his renlv 4 


comments made, reminded his friend 
the outset 
rather a 


that 
that his paper was not a literary I 
Alderman D 


whether he was out to produc ө a new 


stimulative agenda 


movement H 


was that he was out to produ e Spiritual zm t! 


demand and deserve respect 


claims and those who 


(Applause.) They 


made claims should 


"reat 
justify them by great evidences. Two of the greatest 

to Spiritualism were conduct and culture, As rerards | 
phenomena, what he asked was that it should at least : 
place under conditions which gave both the med 

spirit agencies a fair chance to produce something better t 
the paltry stuff which was given from many platforms 8 

after Sunday. He wanted to make mediumship a sacred; 


instead of a commercial one. (Applause.) 
THE EVENING MEETING 


In the evening Mn. Means spoke оп the subject 


identity—a matter which he regarded as of paramount imp 


ance, as if we did not feel secure on the question 
identity of the person with whom we were communicating { 
whole of our superstructure was in danger of falling tot 
ground. What with theories of reincarnation and of dias 
“shells” of astral celebrities being seized upon and foisted 
a credulous public, Spiritualism as a vital force and an express 
of the immortality of love, Divine and human, seemed t 
to be in danger of failure as an agent of good 


world, As honest men and women they must examine t 
selves, "There was not an art or profession or trade in wi 

man could succeed without effort and patience. In every e 
it was necessary to learn and obey the laws that governt 
practice, And yet Spiritualism, the most subtle thing! 
knew of—that which had to do with the spirit of man—was iz 


quently treated in a manner which seemed to argue « 
A man absorbed 


1 а 


omi 


lack of common sense and judgment. 
making money went to a professional medium and expected 
receive wisdom and inspiration from the most enlightened sj 
Spiritualists were the 


in return for a money payment. 


to blame in this matter. They ought to be fair to their media 


A medium was a finely tuned instrument; coarse, materia 


blunderers should not be encouraged to come in and put iu 


It was a fundamental law in med 


instrument out of tune 
ship that the aura of the sitter had to blend with ti 
the medium and that the spirit made use of the result. Ifi 


sitter’s aura was contaminated with dishonesty or doubt ог! 


eould we expect the result to be good A glorious landes 


appealed differently to different spectators aci 
It would strike one as a fine site for an! 


rding to t 


varied moods. 


spot on which to 


another would regard it as a delightful 


a third would enjoy the ex 


himself a beautiful residence ; 


site combinations of eolour and see in the varied featur 


scene а parable of the life of man; a fourth w id exp 


in its contemplation a feeling of awe as if he were t gt 


hem of the garment of God On the princip ke atis 
like, we could judge what kind of visitors from the other w 
would be drawn to these four types of men Го th 
would probably be the spirit of a money-maker; to the s 
an individual who had lived in comfort and luxury; to thet 
& painter or & poet; and was it unreasonable to expect t 


the fourth would attraet one of those lofty spirits wl f 


truly be called ' sons of God И we would have 1 
оге with the spirit world yield us of its best we must 

aside all sordid and worldly aims and take wit! 

whieh was aspiring. Some people had a theory that it was 

for an undeveloped spirit to return, but difficult for one ж 


was highly devel ped. Bat where did the difficulty me in 
really rested with ourselves 
sympathy existed there mutual communion might also ex 
Өлсө set in motion, love, that mightiest of all forces, could к 
fail of response 


down to the 


It could reach up to the highest saint 
both 
were 


| 
lowest sinner, and would respond 


they bed the pportanity and acquainted with | 


Where the kinsh p of love a 


Aint am 


* 
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One of the greatest charms of Spiritualism lay in 
prety; it was varied because we were varied, because 
nm attracted those spirit friends who were most 
to ourselves. Regarding mediumship as a high and 
git, we should feel it to be our duty to protect and help 
"i all we eould, By our understanding sympathy, we 
, make things easier for them and aid them to keep their 
таш gift pure and clean, like a new coin fresh from the 
gut Half the present trouble had come about because that 
ym, Which should have been so bright, had become soiled and 


МЕ M. H. Warris, in the course of a short address, said 
іш had come to stay. It came to them vouched for 
| those who Anew, because in the reality of the larger life 
Bw were sure of the facts they sought to demonstrate. 
liumship revealed the fact that in the next world there were 
“tudes not only able but eager to give their message, to 
daim something of what they knew. 
шу for opportunities to voice what they had themselves 
nand demonstrated. And on this side there were many 
stoners equally eager and ardent who were receiving 
sh the channel of mediumship in some fashion the answer 
irinquiry as to whether there was really another world. 
wognition of this truth linked up into sympathy and 
1 large numbers of people belonging to different churches 
СО no church. Of course, there were those who sought to 
inquiry, and to restrain the growing desire to know 
life is continuous. These claimed that thought must be 
ncheck, and that the average man and woman were not 
of judging certain questions properly, and must be 
№ the control of authority, or they would be misled in their 
кїй for truth. “But,” said the speaker,“ we claim that if 

fare misled, it is because their minds have been dwarfed, 
they have not been trained to face the truth and to 
it wheresoever it may lead.” (Applause.) But those 
ok up the attitude of authority should be taught that the 
they despised were quite capable of putting two and two 
ш. There were intellectual Spiritualists, emotional 

walists, and materialistic Spiritualists. There were those 
p would use their Spiritualism for their own material advan- 
But man was a complex being, and there were many 
ies of evidence and varying methods of presentation of 
ШЇ truth which had for its central expression the fact that 
survived the change of death and passed into another 
word by a law as natural as that by which he was born into 


p They often sought 


Concluding, Mrs. Wallis asked her hearers what Spiritualism 
done for them? Had it swept from their minds the fear 
ПЕ Had it irradiated their lives and brightened their 
f Did they understand more clearly that they them- 
ins were spirits and regard their bodies as temples of the 
ing God * Were they making this world a better place to 
in? Spiritualism had come to stay, but in what fashion 
it to stay? What the method of its future expression ? 
them at least prove their right to think, their right to 
and their power to apply. 
impassioned speech followed from Alderman Davis.“ This,“ 
1, “is aSpiritualist Convention." He wished to remind 
of that fact and of what it meant. Quoting Paul's 
to his Corinthian converts, "Examine yourselves, 
уе be in the faith," he said that the word " faith " repre- 
d there a system of thought. The time had, in his view, 
Î when Spiritualists should examine themselves and see 
they were in the faith. Spiritualism was distinguished 
all other schools of thought by the fact that it was not built 
scholars and that it was not built on either tradition or 
Поп. The rain would descend and the floods come and 

built on the sand of tradition they would go down. He 
imo a pessimist, but he could not shut his eyes to the fact 
the day of trial for Spiritualism as an organisation had 
M. He believed in criticism if it was honest and healthy, 
et Ду objected to criticism by way of insinuation and 
resentation. 4 ка Mn " Don't suppose," 
şod the speaker, " that it nd-street people they are 

The, aie noi after thens—they are after you!” — 
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scientific men had been compelled to admit that at least there 
was something in the Spiritualist's position, Since those men 
had come forward, machinery had been put in motion, They 
had stirred up a nest of opponents whe would do anything to 
prevent the progress of the cause in future. What were they, 
as Spiritualists, going to do ? Were they going under? No; 


if there was anything in worth holding 


tight they must stand by it, whatever 
(Applause.) 


Spiritualism 
the consequences ! 
He was not a candidate for prison, but if 
it was a matter of denying their principles and, in denying 
those principles, denying God, then it was better to face the 
fiery furnace, (Applause.) Another distinguishing mark in the 
school of thought of Spiritualism was that it was not born on 
this side of life. The world had drifted into materialism, and 
they believed that to bring it back to the fold, God had raised 
up modern Spiritualism to convince it that the grave was not its 
goal. Twelve months ago he had stood by the grave of his only 
sister, and he could not but note that the minister prayed for 
her husband, for himself (Mr, Davis)—for everybody, in fact, 
except for his sister. If, as they knew, at death the released 
spirit entered into a new and unfamiliar environment, surely it 
should not be denied our prayers. Mr. Davis wanted his hearers 
to remember that the whole fabrie of Spiritualism depended on 
its phenomena. On this point he expressed himself very 
strongly, even going the length of declaring that the day they 
announced that phenomena would be taken from their plat- 
form he would go outside the movement, In conclusion, he 
wanted it to go forth from that Convention and from each one 
of the societies, that they were not afraid of prison bars or any- 
thing else. (Renewed applause.) 

In the course of the evening, Miss Louie Watson sang two 
fine solos. The total collection taken on behalf of the funds of 


the Union at the three meetings was £11 3s. 94, 


A PSYCHIC HOSPITAL, 


Ах Orp SUGGESTION REVIVED, 


Writing from Camberwell, J. M., an old reader of Liaur, 
who is now lying on what he expects to be his deathbed, refers to 
a letter he contributed to our columns in May, 1900, supporting 
the suggestion of a correspondent, " An Anglican Clergyman,” 
for the establishment of a psychic hospital, in which patients 
should be treated by magnetic healers, Our correspondent 
desires to revive the suggestion, and mentions the case of a man 
going to three ordinary hospitals without avail, and then 
curing himself by the aid of advice received from the unseen 
world, Several people supported the suggestion at the time, 
one of them, a nurse, proposing that a house should be taken, 
with publie wards for poor patients and private ac ommodation 
for paying patients. Dr. Hector Waylen, of Mill Hill, took a 
great interest in the proposal, and an effort was made to pro- 
vide funds, but we heard no more of the matter, although it 
was suggested that such a hospital would be a worthy memorial 
to that gifted woman, Emma Hardinge Britten, who passed 
away in October of the previous year. Perhaps the effort of a 
sick man to revive interest in the idea may bear better fruit 

THE STAPLEY. 


LATE LADY 


In Ligu of March 24th last appeared an obituary notice of 
Lady Stapley, who passed to the higher life in the early part of 
that month. Following it was an allegory, “The River of 
Death,” taken from a little work published by her in 1902. We 
have now received a small memoria! volume, " The River of 
Death and Other Allegories,” containing some of the writings 
by which, as Sir Richard Stapley tells us in the Foreword, she 
was best known beyond her own immediate circle of friends. 
The book is prefaced by an elegiac poem by Mr. Cloudesley 
Brereton -a delightful ode inspired by the fragrant life of love 
and service on earth, which is Lady Stapley's best memorial. 
Then follows a series of apologues from her pen, told with sim- 
plicity, yet with a picturesque art and a flavour of deep wisdom. 
The allegory from which the book takes its title, and another, 
entitled “ The Wheel and the Furnace,” are amongst the best. 
A poem, “The Hidden Name,” of high quality both of thought 
and diction, rounds off the contents of the little book, which is 
published by John M. Watkins (1s. net). 
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THE LINES OF ADVANCE. 


A Sunvey AND Some REFLECTIONS, 


The addresses and discussions at the Convention of the 
Union of London Spiritualists at South-place Institute on 
Thursday, the 17th ult,, were, ав will be seen, concerned 
with questions of principles and policy in connection with 
Spiritualism as an organised «novement 
propagandist aims, 


definite 
Some of them were vital questions, 


with 


and it is well that they should be thoroughly ventilated and 
discussed, In the meantime, however, it may be permis 
sible to offer some remarks on the subject from our own 
standpoint, 

It has long seemed to us that the followers of oui 
movement may be divided broadly into two great parties 
the organised and the unorganised, Those who are only 
familiar with ite societies and groups have little idea of the 
great number of persons who, although they accept the 
facta of Spiritualism and follow with interest the career of 
the movement in ita periodical literature, take no part in 
ite propaganda work, and who, indeed, are in many cases 
generally opposed to the making of converte, We have 
heard this attitude hotly denounced many times, although 
experience has shown us that there ія a great deal to be said 
for it. 


Maelf into п question of the individual judgment of each 


In the last analysis, of course, the matter resolves 
person concerned After becoming convinced of paychical 
facts and neeepting the only interpretation which covers 
the whole ground, everyone has the right to decide for 
himself whether he will become a propagandist or, on the 


other hand, proceed quietly on his way and reserve his 


testimony until it is asked for. Of course, there are 
Ы n 

extremes in each ense the." hot, gospellors," full of zeal 

untempered by  diweretion, and the coldly indifferent 


" ballevers " who, while ac И (ШТ the facts, nre content to 


surrender themselves entirely to other interest Both are 
to be condemned, as extremes always are, Our concern nt 
the moment ia with the many earnest people whom the 
subject of organisation nnd propaganda divides into two 
largo 
loyal and useful adherentes 
attend tho 


h signaliso the oxistence 


clum, Amongat our readers, as we know, uro 


numbers who are none the lew 
that they dò not belong to any local society or 
many Sunday evening services whit 
of Spiritualiom as n religious movement 

Now, № із an important thing to recognise 


once of both these forces, moving, пя thoy do, on lines moro 


the exist 


repre ented by thousands of person 


be drawn into organisations avowedly Spiritualistic, h 


who yet serve the truth in theii 


own fashion a 


information and guidance to those kindred minds wi 
de to-day ha 


most vital question of the time, although ite full impos 


ire to be enlightened on what become ¢ 


ance has not yet been manifested, 
Long ago, after a review of the propagandist activitis 
of our missionary friends, we 


expressed the view that th 


progress and development of Spiritualism, as a truth nsw 
as a body of facts, would come from without rather th 
within, 


from We found on the inside of the subject 


it 


quarters to be crystallising into mere sectarianism with, 


depressing amount of parochialism ; seemed іп #08 
standard of values altogether out of relation with the Га 
of existence at large, There was a lack of the sense of pw 
portion, a tendency to exalt mediocrity and to confor diy 
tinction on those who were notable only in the пати 
limite which had been imposed on the subject, and quiy 


of it. It 
wrongly, that some large influx of the life of the out 


unknown outside seemed to us, rightly m 
world, although it might at first appear to wash amy 
certain lines of demarcation, could not fail in the end y 


We had y 


would, we Їй, 


have a quickening effect on the movement, 
fear of the resulta, truth: 


ride the incoming waves as lightly as seabirds, 


The essential 
There isu 
such “ stormy petrel " as a truth. 

As to the question of propaganda, that undoubtedly la 
fı large and important place, and we have always recognim 
the fact, although unable to endorse all the claims mah 
for it, We have said before that the number of рей 
counted by any movement was of comparatively small 
moment—it was more important to discover the quality d 


Wi | 


intelligence which those heads happened to represent, 


doubt not some of the criticism directed against prop. 
gandist methods has been evoked by those displays d 
official incapacity, stupidity and unfitness the existence € 
which was lamented at the Convention. A small army d 
thoroughly efficient units is more valuable than an untraing | 
horde, however numerous, But on this question of prope 
All vital 


death have m tendency ! 


ganda we are inclined to take high ground. 
truths like this of life after 
propagate. themselves in waye not perceptible to the super 
ficial observer, There ія a mental and spiritual contagion 
by which ideas pass from mind to mind without speck 
The best form of propaganda is that which relies on the 
quality of spiritual attraction, A great thinker once вай 
that if n craftaman could make some common objecti 
might be a knife or a shoe—better than any of his fellow: 
his wares would find 


lived in the middle of a dense forest, 


the men who wanted 


him out if he 
When we offer only 
the best, the world will come to us; we shall not need to 
цо to il, to argue or to persuade, A great truth makes it 
we may even mar ita effect, by standing 
between it and those who feel its attraction, That, briefly 
and inadequately expressed, is our own attitude towards 
this question of propaganda, but we should never wish to 
enforce it upon others, any more than we would wish to 
impose upon them the central truth for which we stand 


own finest appeal 


who are never likely y 


centres d 
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{ип the man ів ready for a revelation, the revelation 


ghilibly comes, The spirit attracts truth as the magnet 


тив iron. 

Finally, 4 word on the subject of the hostile demon 
dations and the attacks, overt and covert, which are made 
Шо subject, with the idea of suppressing it, While we 
py meet these 1 varying Ways, each Appropriate to the 
articular line of thought and action most natural to us, it 
ip well always to remember that those attacks which are 
pired by malice, ignorance, fear, or other unworthy 
motives, contain within themselves the 
defeat, If that which we hold as a truth cannot 
the most furious onslaughta of its enemies and emerge the 
monger and the brighter for the ordeal, then it is not a 
trath, and we have no use for it, jut. it has survived all 


eeds of their own 


urvive 


№ previous seasons of trial, and to-day is growing in power 
ий influence, imperceptibly, it may be, but surely. More 
mer, there is no better test of the fitness of those who 
ww it than that now afforded by a period of adversity 
vith is more on the surface of things than in the heart of 
tem, Efficiency is a great thing, but loyal devotion is even 
pater, It instructs the ignorant, ennobles the humble, 
йитеп the weak, and it adds a new lustre to those 
who, being intelligent, advanced and strong, give of their 
lat to its service, 


— 


THE MEDIUMS FEE. 


By Mns, Рипл> CHAMPION DE ChEsPIGNY. 


The suggestion at present much in the air that mediums 
Мов conditions of life place them under the necessity for 
aming money should be in some manner subsidised or made 
iepndent of the usual fee, does not, it seems to me, quite 
met the case, Any benefit arriving directly or indirectly, 
whether Promiscuous fees on their own account, or a settled 
nlary undor tho auspices of college or committee, leaves their 
position open to the same objection—temptation in stress of 
Wirumstances to “fake” in order to preserve their means of 
ribsistence, So long as they are liable by failure to forfeit any- 
thing, the objection holds good, and one presumes that no 
lago or society would settle upon them a fixed income for 
Мо whether their mediumistic gifts failed or not. The vexed 
question remains, how are they to live ? 

Why should the world at large expect to benefit by their 
invaluable gifts and give nothing in return? Why should the 
Mitt, whose inspiration is, supposed to be derived from the 
ов sourcos, sell the results of that inspiration to the 
lighost bidder without incurring eontumely ? Tho answer 
would probably be, because in the artist's profession oppor- 
tinity for deception is not so easily nt hand; but does not this 
иш that the true reason on the part of the public for objec- 
tion to the medium's foe is its own protection at tho least 
‘ТИ от to iteelf? Why should the publie be spared the onus 
of separating the wheat from the taros in that particular 
profession more than in any other Р That lawyers have beon 
known to cheat is no reason for advocating that tho lawyer's 
{ш should be dono away with ! А 

Hurely the rational remedy for the situation is that the 
public should got rid of one moro “old time” prejudice and 
wknowledge the right of the medium to compensation for the 
соно of a gift that draws upon her very life-foree and 
gonorally unfita her for a more atrenuous form of work, 

Why people should expect to be “ прооп-Го@ " along this 
lino more than any other seems aomowhnt of a mystery. 


Matran, wore it novor so daxspicable, is Spirit, the manifes- 
tation of Spirit, Were it never во honourable, can it be more ? 
Tho thing Visible, па, the thing Imagined, the thing in any 
way conceived ал Viniblo, what is it but a garment, a clothing 
of the higher, colostial Invisible ?—Canrvt, 


, to us, 
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THE DEEPER PROBLEMS OF 


RESEARCH. 


PSYCHIC 


Номи Lanoun Аяриотя OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH 


An Address by Dr, Ellis T, Powell delivered at Steinway 
Hall on Sunday evening, May 20th, 1917, 


The « nquiry and the propaganda which have their focus in 
societies like the Marylebone Spiritualist Association are very 
largely confined to one subject, the individual survival of 
bodily death, It is a sublime subject, Taken by itself, it is 
probably the most supreme problem which can occupy the mind 
of man, Wut it may be donbted whether our various societies 
do well to confine themselves so entirely to this one aspect of 
psychic research, After all, man's survival of bodily death may 
be the contral fact of psychic science, but 16 is by no means the 
whole, or even the greater portion thereof. An entire lifetime 
might be absorbed by the scientific study of the sun alone; but 
an astronomer who should thus devote himself exclusively to 
the central luminary would mise all the fascinating beauty and 
suggestion that are to be found in a science that also includes 
within its scope the planets and satellites of our own system, 
the suns of other systems—called by us the fixed stars—as well 
as the cometa, the nebulw, the spirals, and all the other stupen- 
I cannot but think 


that we similarly warp our minds when we allow the problem 


dous phenomena of the stellar universe, 


of human survival, taken by itself, to fill practically the whole 
psychic arena, Psychic science, properly во called, is con- 
cerned, and deeply concerned, with a whole multitude of 
happenings and manifestations, many of them only remotely 
connected with the immortality of the spirit, For instance, 
from the moment when we are assured of survival, a true 
psychic science must ask where the life is perpetuated, under 
what conditions, with what new faculties suited for the fresh 
environment, and with what prospects of still further progress 
to yet higher planes of existence ? All these are cognate sub- 
jects, and all of transeendent importance, They are the problems 
I want to 


turn your attention this evening to some of these collateral 


of our part in, and our relationship to, the cosmos. 


fields of investigation, to what I have ventured to call the 
Deeper Problems of Psychic Research. Куеп in the middle of 
a world-war, a little hard thinking will do you good. 

By its advent into these collateral fields of investigation 
psychic science has already removed the greatest stumbling 
block from the path of Christianity. It shows that many 
of the events which signalised the life of the Founder of 
Christianity are demonstrably within the range of ascertained 
scientific law, In course of time it will doubtless bring 
every fact of Christ's life within the orbit of its ambitious 
research, It will show that all the events of that wondrous life 
were within, and not without, the realm of law. 

Long ago, in fact, St. Paul declared (Coloss, i. 15-17), 
that “Christ is the visible representative of the Eternal 
God, tho first-born and Lord of all creation. Fer in Him was 
ereated the Universe of things in heaven and on earth, things 
seen and things unseen, thrones, dominions, princedoms, powers 

~all were created, and exist, through and for Him, And He is 

before all things, and in and through Him the Universe 
is а harmonious whole.” (Dr. Weymouth's translation — 
James Clark and Co.) 

These great words (as Dr. Dale says) give us a glimpse of 
vast and fruitful provinces of trath which are almost unknown 
They have been traversed from time to time by the 
solitary path of adventurous speculation, but the Church has 
never made her home there: tho golden harvests are unreaped ; 
not even a wandering sect has pitched its tents and fed its 
flocks on those rich and boundless plains. They belong to a 
remote and glorious realm lying far beyond the frontiers of 
familiar truth a realm whose mountain ranges and whose 
rivers ave laid down in no theological survey which the Church 
has accepted as authentic, and whose wealth has never en- 
порой the common thought of Christendom. All things were 
created “ in Him," " by Him,” “for Him”; “in Him all things 
light." Hae MORET 18 87 still ы dark with excess of 
relations m me the Divine {эиес end tales 

y of the Lord Jesus 


~ 


= Se € ee, Se ee — — 


~ = 


= > 


[| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


m 
174 
CI verse whicl аЗ 
r the t 1 
согу f the At 
The existence of relations ist 
and the universe, so subtle th n of 
Christendom has never attempted their analysis, may well 


that the demonstrated 


hic 
hi 


ation of the truth 


emphasise our rt 
th is but an elementary fact of psyc 


survival of bodily de 
science, and that all the g 
But in survival we have the key and the path. 


eat ocean of psychic truth lies to be 


discovered still 
Thus the facts of Christianity cease to be a suspensien or 
a defiance of the laws of the Universe. They are no longer a 


kind of confusing intromission into an otherwise orderly 


sequence of phenomena ordained and ruled by God. They are 


a deeper fulfilment, not an arbitrary breach, of law. If we 


ask ourselves wherein, then, lies the importance of Christ's 
work, the answer is that He possessed what was, in the time of 


His mortal life, a unique knowledge of the laws of the 


Universe. He was in some adeptual 
St. Paul definitely declares—and therefore He was capable 
light. In a word, 


relation to it—as 
of bringing life and immortality to 
your psychic searchlight irradiates a gloom which all the candles 
of dogmatic theology have failed to illuminate. But there is 
obviously much more here than the mere question of the sur- 
vival of personality. That, as I said, is one fact of a vast science; 
just as the: discovery of Neptune was a solitary, though a 
magnificent, triumph of mathematical and astronomical research 

tremendous by itself, but by no means so colossal when re. 
garded in relation to a thousand related achievements. 

The materialist tells us that the physical brain makes con- 
sciousness as the liver secretes bile. Destroy the brain, says 
he, and you destroy consciousness, for thought is only a func- 
tion of the brain. То that alleged truism telepathy makes 
answer, by demonstrating, as we believe, the fact of discarnate 
consciousness where there is no physical brain to secrete it. So 
that here, if we are right, we find thought without brain. And 
no sooner does your psychic science place you upon that pro- 
montory than you see that it reverses the old conception of 
the respective positions of matter and spirit. Matter does not 
produce consciousness, but simply limits and hampers its mani- 
fostations. Matter keeps mind within the limits of sensation, 
while the free spirit roams the boundless realms of intellect 
and insight, Iam looking through a window at a beautiful 
Suddenly somebody draws down a dark blind and shuts 
Has the landscape ceased to exist because 


view. 
out the prospect. 
My power of vision is 


I can no longer see №? By no means. 


unimpaired in itself, though it has been subjected to an inter- 
vention in the shape of the blind, which momentarily destroys 
At the side of the blind, maybe, I can just catch 


its efficacy. 
Maybe it is raised 


a glimpse of the obscured beauty outside. 
n little at the bottom, so that by stooping I can again look out, 
perhaps only with difficulty, upon the vista. Even so does con- 


sciousness, our means of contact with the eternal realities of 


the spirit world, stream through our brain in various ways—here 


in the shape of clairvoyance, there as clairaudience, here again 
as healing magnetism, and there once more in dream and 
trance, when the spirit for awhile shakes off material fetters 


and wings its way to its native habitation. Matter has been 


aptly compared to a great dam or breakwater, against which 


the waves of spirit are for ever bre aking. Here and there, as 


the tide rises higher, they break over the dam and the spray 


comes flying into our cognisance in the shape of messages from 


that other world that lies beyond, In the vivid language of 


the late Professor William James, “ We need only suppose 


the continuity of our consciousness with a mother sea, to allow 


for exceptional waves occasionally pouring over the dam "—and 


opening the mind with а new influx and a new insight, into 


contact with that infinitely greater life whence it comes, and 


whither it shall return. Only thus far we have concentrated 


our attention on the dam of matter, ignoring the great ocean 


of spirit that lies beyond And psychic science has brought us 


again to right perspective, by rominding us that we want to 


* Dr. Dale, ‘Tho Atonement,” p. Te 
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sail out upon that ocean, instead of rem uning for ever f 
upon the breakwater, the physical life which hampers and cor 
fines faculties otherwise boundless in ambition and potentialit 
But here are deeper problems than the mere surviva 


physical death, 
(To be continued.) 


THE AMENDMENT OF THE WITCHCRAFT 
AND VAGRANCY ACTS. 


A DissENTIENT VIEW 


Though opinion at the recent meeting at South Place 


unanimously in favour of agitation for the amendment 


Witchcraft and Vagrancy Act, Spiritualists are not all agres 
At least one dissentient voice has been raise 


on the matter. 
In a long letter from Newcastle, Lieut. W. J. McIntosh (wh 
informs us that he is a keen Spiritualist, known in Stratford, 
E., as well as in the town from which he writes, and where ly 
has been stationed after suffering from shell shock at the Front), 
deprecates the attempt to obtain amendment of the law as it 
affects Psychic Science. He thinks the effort will be futile 
We do not; having, perhaps, better opportunities of knowing 
the latent strength of this movement than our correspondent, 
Having registered this opinion he thus proceeds (we can only 
give portions of the very long letter he sends): 


Facts must be faced unflinchingly, even though they caus 
pain to those we have considered friends. "There is not the 
slightest doubt that absence of some check on the rising tide 
of tricksters and charlatans who have performed spurious 
imitations of psychical phenomena, in the name of Spiritualism, 
has proved in the highest degree derogatory to this great cause, 
The medium who charges a guinea or half a guinea for a gift 
that should be looked upon as sacred is, in my opinion, not true 
to the philosophy of Modern Spiritualism, and should not be 
permitted, with the connivance of any law, to ply his trade, for 
nothing tends to generate fraud more than commercialism, and 
commercialism and philosophy can never be well mated. 

As the result of some conversation I have had with repre 
sentatives of the law, I have come to the conclusion that the 
law is not opposed to the private practice of Spiritualism, 
but only to the gallery-playing of the fortune-tellers, and to 
the counter-jumping tactics of the would-be prophets. There- 
fore I regard the law as a potential friend and ally. 

If it be possible to collect £5,000 for such a questionable 
objective [аз amendment of the Vagrancy and Witchcraft 
Acts), why could it not be equally possible to gather £100,000 
towards the birth of an endowment for the maintenance of 
accredited mediums, who would then be paid reasonable 
salaries, and at once be elevated to the dignity of ministers of 
any other religion? I confess that a feeling of nausea pos- 
sesses me every time I hear the chairman of a meeting begging 
for the speaker or medium. It is dignity we require, not 
squalor and secrecy. 

The true Spiritualist should not put material position first, 
though, of course, he need not neglect it; and if his material- 


ling, I do 


istic contemporaries try to impair his worldly standing, 

not think they will succeed: Sir Oliver Lodge is still an 
authority in the world of Science in spite of the production of 
" Raymond," 

After all, it is not the law we are fighting, it is the impurity 
of our movement, the materialism of ourselves, lack of uni- 
versal sympathy among us, and paucity of financial and educa- 
tional unity in the various societies. 

It is the scientific inyestigator who will at length procure 
our egress fromethe embryonic state, and he cannot do this in 
a moment ; there are ages of bigotry to be conquered, miles of 
territory to be explored, before we have the right to try to force 
Till we have perfected inter- 


our convictions on the world, 
discarnate and ourselves, our 


communication between the 
position of righteous indignation is untenable, and even 
presumptuous, 

I do hope this abortive effort will not be allowed to come 
to maturity, and that the contemplated expenditure of hard- 
earned money will be diverted into a loftier, healthier channel. 
There is a hideous war rampant, and poverty and pain are 
stalking the erstwhile pleasant pastures of our island, These 
evils must, in my opinion, be mitigated before anything else. 


In a postscript to his letter, Lieut. McIntosh writes : 


Spiritualism is not altogether despised by the officers I have 
met—indeed, I have convinced quite a number that “there is 
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and their general attitude is that “it seems 


—  gmething in it,” Е 2. 
A I don't know. 


impossible, but, of course, 
Spiritualism, we may tell our correspondent, is a very much 

dronger thing than he appears to suppose. The various points 

je makes as regards the legal position are well understood by 

hose principally concerned in the agitation, He apparently 

fils to realise that we are not asking for a repeal of the law, 

| hat merely its amendment, in which provision for the punish- 
ment of tricksters shall be preserved, 


MATERIALISATION SEANCES AND THEIR AFTER 
EFFECTS. 


A SUGGESTED SAFEGUARD. 


By J. W. Macponatp. 


Some sixteen months ago, in company with Mr. W. H. 
Robinson, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, I had a sitting with a lady, 
‘who is a medium— not professionally so. One of the controls 
who manifested through her was a lady whom Mr. Robinson had 
known in earth-life, and with whom he had sat for materialisa- 
tins. She said she had changed her opinions since she had 
passed over to the other side, and regarded sitting for mate- 
“tialisation phenomena as dangerous, for the elements or sub- 
stances to produce the materialisations were taken from the 
ters, used and then put back, and often the elements were 
not put back to the same sitters from whom they were respec- 
tively taken; hence a healthy person might receive back an 
unhealthy element or substance which might not belong to him 
or her, 

This factor has, undoubtedly, to be reckoned with: and in 

any case what is returned is in a diminished condition. Is 
_ there a remedy ? 
t In the “Harbinger of Light” (Melbourne) is appearing a 
fries entitled " Leaves from my Psychic Diary," consisting of 
communications received through a well-developed psychic by 
automatic writing. They are of extreme interest, and in the 
issue of October, 1916 (p. 200) is a message purporting to be 
from Paracelsus, the celebrated magnetic healer(born 1493, died 
1541), in which he says :— 


The power of many mediums, as you well know, is derived 
from those sitting in your circles, plus that of the disembodied 
spirits who mix the two qualities of magnetism to enable them 
to produce the phenomena. Especially so is it in materialisa- 
tion, when the vital force or magnetism, which has been, for 
the time being, taken from the medium, is returned, minus 
some magnetism that has been dissipated or burnt up in the 
“process. Ав the body is composed for the greater part of 
water, the loss is most rapidly made up again by drinking а 
quantity of water immediately after the phenomena have 
| 00000, for then the conditions are more favourable to the 

Annsmuting of the fluid (water) into the natural fluids of the 

lody. 

If any are in the habit of sitting for materialisation and 
feel depleted after it, the above remedy might be tried and the 
results noted as to whether it is effectual to meet the need. 


AN OXFORD WORTHY. 


From the “ Daily Chronicle” of the 23rd ult :— 


To-day Oxford is celebrating the tercentenary of the birth of 
аз Ashmole, the greatest virtuoso and curioso that ever 
` wis known or read of in England before his time.” As astrolo- 

ist, alchemist, herald, antiquary, engraver, his thirst for know- 
| [йр was insatiable. He was made an M.D., had Government 
offices, became an early Freemason, followed the Rosicrucians, 
Land had “the true matter of the philosopher's stone bequeathed 
` lohim as a legacy.” ‘His large library of printed books and 

MSS. he handed over to Oxford University. As the final load 
| departed, he wrote : “The last load of my rarities was sent to 
the barge and this afternoon 1 relapsed into the gout." А 
| humorist, too ! 
“The old attitude towards astrologers compares curiously 


th the modern one, 
> Or —-—' — 


* only by revealing the Divine that is in us that we may 
2 aue Dii in others, —MAETERLINCK, 


\ 


LIFE THAT LIVES FOR EVER. 


“THE GLORY or GOING Ох.” 

Few of our readers will need to be conyinced of the reality 
of human survival of death. But immortality, the eternal 
persistence of the individual soul, is another question, although 
it may well be argued that survival of death is in some sort 
a demonstration of immortality. In a recent issue of the 
"Christian Commonwealth," the Rev. Joseph Fort Newton 
dealt with the matter in a sermon entitled “The Eternal 
Values," from which we make the following extracts :— 

Surely the whole question of immortality is a question of, 
the conservation of the values of life. First Affirmation, then 
Realisation, and finally a treasuring up of the ineffable wealth 
of moral and spiritual worth. What are the supreme values 
of life? Not in what we possess, not what we know, not even 
what we do, but what we are. They are personal qualities. 
The noblest thing earth has to show the stars is a pure, refined, 
valiant personality. The ideal and goal of the universe, so far 
as we can know its purpose, is the growth of heroic human 
souls. St. Paul saw in the groans and travail cries of Nature 
the birth-throes of the Sons of God, and his vision is verified 
by the science of to-day. What is evolution but a tracing of 
the age-long story of the struggle of Nature upward out of 
mud to mind, out of matter to spirit, out of savagery to 
saintliness? They ask too much who ask us to think that 
these treasures, so high and hard-won, are cast at last as 
rubbish to the void. How, then, are they preserved in face of 
death ? 

There are those who say that personal immortality is not 
needed to conserve the values of life. Only God is eternal, 
and such values as our little lives have return to Him, absorbed 
in His life as a candle fades into the sunlight, as a dewdrop 
slips into the sea. No moral worth is ever lost. Such an idea 
seems very lofty and profound, but the poet who wrote the 


lines— 
“The forces that were Christ 
Have taken new forms and fled,” 


t 


wrote words without meaning. It is impossible for two reasons, 
First, they are personal forces, and if personality ends in death 
they end too. The notion of love as a quality of God, of 
which Jesus was a fleeting form, and the value of which He, 
dying on the Cross, surrendered, is absurd. Second, such 
qualities are not entities to be abstracted from persons and 
absorbed by another. They cannot be transferred 8 

No, if the bells are tolling a march to everlasting death in 
which Jesus and Judas sleep together, all moral value erased in 
dust, let us face the fact, and not attempt to шие their tones 
with seduetive phrases. Stately, grave and noble were the 
lines of George Eliot, who, when she lost faith in personal 
immortality, prayed that she might join the Choir Invisible— 

“ Of those immortal dead who live again, 
In minds made better by their presence," 


but they tell us very little. Our influence and example may 
impress our fellows for good or ill, becoming a part of the body 
of law by which the race is ruled. But what is the nature of 
that influence ? It is not that our spirit passes into them, 
but that it evokes in them like qualities of their own. What 
though Sappho sing divinely and her song go sobbing adown 
the years, if she be choked in dust?  Wherefore the lives 
of saints and martyrs, if it be only that in a dim far time a 
few men shall be utterly good and wise? Then what? At 
last the earth will grow cold, the race will vanish, and the Choir 
Invisible will no longer be the gladness of the world! Death 
will reign and every moral value vanish ! 

What of it? someone will ask, seeking a last refuge from 
“the malice of obliterated life." Is not virtue its own reward, 
its own sweetness and satisfaction? Is not morality worth 
while, even if pity be the root of it? Assuredly; but what is 
the reward of virtue if it be not the glory and the opportunity 
of more virtue, the glory, as Tennyson sang, of going on and 
still to be, that we may be better? Else it were better if the 
earth had remained like the moon, “a mass of slag, idle and 
without a tenant.” No, no; think it all through, and you will 
see that personal immortality is the only imaginable way of 
conserving the precious values of love, mercy, justice, character 
—values whieh the universe toiled through long eras to 
achieve, and which humanity has aspired so long to realise. 


M We are asked to announce that during the continuance of 

summer time " the Sunday evening services of the Marylebone 
Association at Steinway Hall will commence punctually 
at 7 p.m, ч 
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OPINIONS AND SPIRITUAL 


EARTHLY 
REALITIES. 


A STORY FROM SWEDENBORG. 


In one of his “ Memorable Relations“ Swedenborg describes 
a conversation in the spirit world between ancient Sages and 
three strangers bringing fresh reports from our earth, When 
told of the discoveries made by Swedenborg's open vision, the 
" What do the people on the earth think of such 
Then the Priest who was one of the 

strangers] said, " Those of our order when they first heard such 

relations called them visions, then fictions; afterwards they 
insisted that the man had seen spectres, and lastly they hesi- 
tated and said, ‘Believe them who will; we have hitherto 
taught that a man will not be in a body after death until the 
day of the last judgment," Then the Sages asked, Are there 
no intelligent persons among those of your order who can prove 
and evince the truth that a man lives after death?” The 
Priest replied, " There are indeed some who prove it, but not 
to the conviction of others. Those who prove it say that 
it is contrary to sound reason to believe that a man does 
not live a man til the day of the last judgment, and 
that in the meantime he is a soul without a body. What 
is the soul, or what is it in the interim? Is it a vapour 
or some wind floating in the atmosphere, or something 
hidden in the bowels of the earth? Have the souls of Adam 
and Eve, and of all their posterity for six thousand years, been 
flying about in the universe, or been shut up in the bowels of 
the earth, waiting for the last judgment ? What can be more 
anxious and miserable than such a condition ? " . On hear- 
ing these things the Grecian sages said, “ We, during our abode 
in the world, from the inductions of reason, believed in the 
immortality of the souls of men; and we also assigned regions 
for the blessed, which we call the Elysian Fields, and we be- 
lieved that the soul was a human image or appearance, but of a 
fine and delicate nature, because spiritual.” 

After this the assembly turned to the second stranger, who 
in the world had been a politician. He confessed that he did not 
believe in a life after death, and that respecting the new infor- 
mation which he had heard about it, he thought it all fable and 
fiction. “In my meditations on the subject,” said he, “I used 
to say to myself, How can souls be bodies? Does not the 
whole man lie dead in the grave? Is not the eye there; 
how can he see? Is not the ear there; how can he hear? 
Whence must he have a mouth wherewith to speak? Sup- 
posing anything of a man to live after death, must it not 
resemble a spectre, and how can a spectre eat and drink ? 
Whence can it have clothes, houses, meats, &c.? Besides, 
speotres, which are mere aerial images, appear as if they really 
existed ; and yet they do not, "These and similar sentiments I 
used to entertain in the world concerning the life of men after 
death, but now, since I have seen all these things, and touched 
them with my hands, I am convinced by my very senses that I 
am a man as I was in the world; so that I know no other than 
that I live now as I lived formerly, with only this difference 
that my reason now is sounder. At times I have been ashamed 
of my former thoughts." 

The Philosopher [the third stranger] ‘gave much the same 
account of himself as the Politician had. done; only differing 
in this respect, that he considered the new relations which he 
had heard concerning a life after death as having reference to 
opinions and hypotheses which he had collected from the 
ancients and moderns, When the three strangers had done 
speaking, the Sophi were all in amazement; and those who 

were of the Socratic school said that, from the news they had 
hoard from the earth, it was quite evident that the interiors of 


human minds’ had been successively closed; and that in the 
world at this time a belief in what is falso shines as truth, and 


an infatuated ingenuity as wisdom. 


Sages asked, 
information Р” 


Tue many friends of Madame D'Espérance in this country 
will fool much relieved to learn that sho is no longer in 
Germany, having arrived 196775 in Copenhagen on the 18th ult, 
Hor address is о/о Mr. J. 8. Jensen, 16, Vosterbrogade, 


Copenhagen, B. 


LIGHT. b, idi 


THE LADEN NET, 


We take tho following from the “ Daily News” of the д, 
ult. It is not a unique instance. An author well-known 
tho literature of Spiritualism is said to possess the same gil 
and has many times been a weloome passenger in fishi 
boats :— 

Here is a remarkable story, sent me by a corresponda; 
The owners of a little fleet of fishing vessels offer a prize ; 
£300 each year to the skipper with the best haul of fish, | 


is almost invariably won by the same man, whose aptitude { 
his calling is such that time and again, when his comrades, t 
skippers of the little fleet, are minded to put back, certain thy 


there is no fish to reward them, he will push on, saying, 
don't know how I know it, but I know we'll get summat.” "HJ 
ean smell it," they say, laughing. From a distance of ly} 
miles he has beon known to make for the const of Scollu | 
without any obvious reason, and find there again and again 

great haul of fish. Perhaps heredity may have something k 
do with this remarkable gift, I should like to know the ша) 


history. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Тлонт” or Томе 41H, 1887.) 


Professor Elliott Coues delivered this year an address 
the commencement of the National Medical College at Wai. 
ington, whieh he has now published under the title of "| 
Woman in the Case." . The address is an earnest plea ty 
the admission to equal rights with men in the study and practis 
of medicine. . . . When Dr. Coues came to consider the reas 
why woman has been systematically excluded from access tot] 
tree of knowledge, he put his finger on three great stumbling 
blocks in her way: Religious intolerance, scientific insolens | 
and social tyranny. For the first says, practically, “Yaf 
cannot be trusted with your own soul. I will take charged 
that, and tell you what to believe.” The next says, "Ia 
cannot be trusted with your own mind. І will do the think | 
The last says, You cannot be trusted with ye 


for you." 
; F (CAT p 
I will regulate your conduct.“ From “№ 


own person. 
the Way," by “М.А. (Oxon.).” 


Publio exhibitions of hypnotism have been interdicteli 
Germany, Italy, and Austria, This is but one side of the shield 
however, and brilliant therapeutical results have been roportal 
by the skilled coterie of French physicians that has advan f 
our knowledge of hypnotism so much within the past fa 
years,— From an article by \Упалам NOYES; 


ADVERTISEMENT COMPENSATION FUND, 


Following is a list of donations received since those ackné | 


ledged in our last issue :— 

£ad 
Miss E. Bonus . 05 
Croydon Spiritualists’ Church 0 10 4 
F. W. Grubbe ... гб T 0 9 
Че "uo te ws vee въ 0 5! 
Mrs. Н. S. Roberton 1 ane 70 nus 0 51 
Mrs, А B. Webb sha ae see 1 10 | 


Do not keep the alabaster boxes of your love and tenderne 
sealed up until your friends are dead, but fill their lives wit 
sweetness now. Speak approving and cheering words whi 
their ears can hear them, and while their hearts can be thrille 
and made happier by them. The kind things you will say alte 
they аге gone, say before they go. ‘The flowers you moan 
send for their coflin bestow now, and so brighten and вое | 
their earthly homes before they leave them. —F. H. Roscor. 

І CANNOT give the reason for it, but all history, both ancien 
and modern, attests the fact that no great misfortune һарр® 
either to a town or а province which has not beon. foretold lj 
someone possessed of the power of prophecy, or else it has bet 
announced by prodigies or other calestial signs. It is vey 
desirable that the cause of this should be discussed by ma 
acquainted with things both natural and supernatural, и 
advantage which we do not ourselves possess. Whatever mij 
be the explanation, the thing itself cannot be questioned." 
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“Ligat! More LIGHT !”— Goethe. 


“WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST is LIGHT !"— Paul, 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 
110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.. 2. 
All TUESDAYS in JUNE, 12th, 19th and 26th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. Admission 1s. each. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 


MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half.a-Guinea, 


For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance 
apply to the Secretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
STEINWAY HALL, 
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. 1. 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, ar 7 

MR. ERNEST HUNT. 
June 17th Mr. Robert King. 

Welcome to all. Admission Free. Collection. 
Steinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St., 
ind five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 


Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 
Correspondence to Hon. Sec., M. S. A., 77, New Oxford St, W. C. I. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism), 
The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
On SUNDAY, JUNE 10th. 
ace x d ac Mrs, FAIRCLOUGH SMITH 
Will conduct an Open Meeting. 
a6 2 1 I Mrs. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH. 
Answers to Written Questions. 
Healing Service after Evening Meeting. 
Every Wednesday. 7.30 p.m., 30, York-street, Baker-street, W. 
Lectures, Silver Collection. 


P.M. 


Morning, 11.15 


Evening, 6.45 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
SUNDAY, JUNE 10тн. 

At 11 a.m. ... 5 .. MR. ERNEST HUNT. 


Àt 6,30 p.m. 3 A DR. W. J. VANSTONE. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13TH, AT 7.30 P.M., 


MR. ROBERT KING. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


SUNDAY NEXT, JUNE 10тн. 
Evening, 6.30, Service ... ў. fs MISS MARY MILLS. 
WEDNESDAY NEXT, JUNE 1318. 
Evening, 7.30, Open Cirele MISS MARY MILLS. 
HEALING.—Wednesdays, 3 to 5, Mr. W. S. Hendry. No 
charge. Freewill offerings. 
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THE RIVER OF DEATH 


And Other  Allegories. 
By A. E. S. (LADY SrAPLEY). 
With FOREWORD ву SIR RICHARD STAPLEY, 


AND IN MEMORIAM VERSES ву CLOoUDESLEY 
BRERETON. 


Readers who are conscious of the all-pervading Divine presence in the 
world and who are sepsitive to it, will »ppreciate rhe suggestive visions 
in these allegories of the Unity of God and Man, and of the unfold- 
ing of life's fulness here and now by the Evangel-Death. 
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Just Published. 


On the Threshold of the Unseen 


AN EXAMINATION OF THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM AND 
OF THE EVIDENCE FOR SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH. 


2 TM 

By Sir William F. Barrett, F.R.S. 

Professor of Experimental Physies in the Royal College of Science 
for Ireland, 1873-1910 

Some New and Remarkable Evidence on Survival Alter Death obtained independently 
ol any Professional Medium. 

The Author, one of the principal founders of the Psychical Research 
Society in 1882, discusses in this volume the phenomena of Spiritualism 
from the scientific and religious standpoints, giving an outline of some 
of the evidence he has obtained, and the conclusions he has reached 
after а wide and varied experience extending over more than forty 
years. 

In Part IV. he gives some new and remarkable evidence on “Sur. 
vival After Death" obtained independently of any professional 
mediums, supplementing in a most striking manner that adduced by 
Sir Oliver Lodge in his recent work ** Raymond." 

In an Appendix sugg 
wish to obtain evidence f 


tions are given to earnest inquirers who may 
г themselves. 


SOME or THE CoNTENTs— Psychieal Research and Public Opinion, 
Conflicting Objections of Science and Religion, Physical Phenomena 
of Spiritualism, Levitation and Impunity to Fire. Direct Voice, 
Materialisation, Spirit Photography. The Aura, Canons of Evidence 
in Psychical Research, Problem of Mediumship, Human Personality, 
Subliminal Self, Apparitions, Automatic Writing Evidence for Identity, 
Proof of Supernormal Messages, Further Evidence of Survival After 
Deatb, Clairvoyance, Psychology of Trance Phenomens, Difficulties 
and Objections, Cautions and Suggestions, The Divine Ground of the 


Soul, Reincarnation, Telepathy and Its Implications, Superstition and 
Supernatural Miracles. 


Cloth, 336 pages, 6/11 net post free. 
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The Reality of Psychic Phenomena, 
Raps, Levitations, &c. 
By W. J. CRAWFORD, 
Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, the Municipal Technical 


Institute, Belfast; Extra Mural Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, 
Queen's University of Belfast, &c. 


D.Se. 


The absorbing record of a long series of scientific experiments, giving 
astonishing results, and leading to most remarkable conclusions, The 
book will surely mark an epoch in scientific literature. 


SOME OF THE CONTENTS, — Composition of the Circle, Phenomena, 
&с., Phonograph Record of the Noises, Reaction During Levitation of 
the Table, Levitation over a Weighing Machine, Experiments with 
Compression Spring Balance Underneath the Levitated Table, Raps, 
Rod Theory for Raps, Miscellaneous Experiments. 


Cloth, Illustrated, 246 pages, 45. 11d. post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 
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OUR LIVING DEAD. 


Some Talks with Unknown Friends, 


By E. KATHARINE BATES. 


With a Preface by General Hir. Alfrod 0, Turni г, КОВ, RA, 


Cloth, 160 pagos, 2/9 not post free. 
OFFIOKE OF LIGHT, 110, ВТ, MARTIN'8 LANE, W.O, 2, 


THE LIFE ELYSIAN. 
Being more Loaves from the Autoblography 
of a Boul in Paradise, 


Mecorded for the Author by ROBERT JAMES Lung. 


"Thera in no death, what seems eo іа transition, 
Thin life of mortal breath 
IA but a suburb of the Life ужо, 
Whose portal we oall Death" —Lonaretiow 


Handsome Binding, cloth, blue and gold, 335 pages, 
3/11 net post free, 
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FROM SEEN TO UNSEEN. 


ARTHUR HILL, 


Ву J. 
In reading Sir William Barrett's most interesting and wel- 


come book," four main ideas form themselves in my mind, as 


indicating its chief characteristics :— 
l. It is unique in being the work of a founder of the 


S.P.R., who, indeed, was an investigator many years before 
and who was the first to bring telepathy 
the Advance- 


that date (1882), 
before the notice of the British Association for 


mont of Science. Its author is therefore specially well-equipped 
for the writing of such an historical survey as he gives, for he 


has been personally acquainted with almost everybody of note 


in the research. 
2. The historical part is, as a consequence, extremely 


impressive by the number of weighty names quoted; and the 
sceptical general reader will feel that he cannot, after all, 
as he can after reading a book of 
that there is only one 


The sceptic 


wriggle out by saying 
evidence amassed by the author alone 
man's word for it and that the man may be mad. 
will be forced either to the admission that there must be 
'something in it" or that an extraordinary number of other- 
wise able men of all varieties of training and occupation have 


gone curiously wrong. We may hope that this excellent and 


daunting array of great names will cause at least some sceptics 
to suspend judgment and to investigate for themselves. 

|, The method is critical and will usefully teach a proper 
wariness and patience, The nucleus of the book was printed in 
1895 but was held back from publication till 1908 because of 


the doubts about Eusapia Paladino. Then, when the 1908 


edition was exhausted, re-publication was purposely delayed 
until the indications of the S. P. R. cross-correspondences 


became clear and were found to confirm the views already held. 
And in matters of detail, as when Sir William blindfolded the 
ouija-operators and then redistributed the alphabet letters, 
there are many examples of how to eliminate normal explana- 
tions 


1. The author's quoted experiments have been entirely with 


unpaid and unprofessional mediums. This is an important 


point; for, though we may satisfy ourselves of the genuine 


powers and perfect honesty of a professional, the outsider is 


apt to feel a certain mistrust. Recent books have been criti- 


cised from this angle, and Sir William's volume will nonplus 
such critics very usefully; for he has obtained many kinds of 
phenomena through friends and people of undoubted probity, 
under excellent conditions: raps spelling out messages, heavy 
tables moving about or even levitating, untouched, and remain- 
ing suspended eighteen inches off the floor, with himself sitting 


on top; also ouija-messages from people not known to be 
dead, but who turned ont to have died—one of them in the 


“ { & 
Lusitania” disaster—and other even more striking messages, 


such as that requesting the gift of a pearl tiepin to a lady 
afterwards found to be the communicator'’s flancée—whose 
name, given in full, was quite unknown to the automatists. 


From these varied personal experiences and from an almost 


unrivalled knowledge of the investigations of others, Sir 
William Barrett concludes that human beings survive bodily 


death and that the Unseen is peopled with many forms of in- 
telligence, human, subhuman, and superhuman, But he urges 


that the psychical order is not the spiritual order, as indeed all 
thoughtful Spiritualists will agree, and that soul-growth, high 
character, apprehension of God, are different from and not 
necessarily results of the acquisition of knowledge concerning 


the other side 
The book is most readable in stvle, and abounds in happy 


literary allusions and quotations; one can wish it no better 


dostiny than that it may be read as widely as it deserves 


A maLiGroN which should appear reasonable to the whole 
world could not be the true one. The true religion must at its 
firat appearanee amongst men be saluted from all sides with that 
accusation of folly which Christianity has so loftily braved 


Viner 
“On the Threshold of the Unseen.” (Kegan Paul, бз, 6d. nef 
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FRESH EXPERIMENTS AT THE BEL FAS 
CIRCLE. 


Bv W. J. 


CRAWFORD, D.Sc, 


Readers of Тлант may be interested in an unexpecte 
result which has recently been obtained in connection with thy 

During the hundreds of séance 
medium had touched the 
her hands or her feet. She had 
The other night] 
The result was 


researches [ am carrying out. 


held, the never 


that have been 
levitated table either with 
never experienced any desire to do so. 
tried what would happen if she % touch it. 
rather surprising. 

The operators were told to levitate the table (it consists 
of a top and four legs only) in the usual way, but to bring ita 
little nearer the medium than was customary, so that she 
They were asked to keep the table 


could easily touch it. 
The following 


levitated F they could, until told to drop it. 
experiments were then made :— 

(a) The medium touched the near edge of the levitated table 
with her bare hand and the table dropped—not quite instan- 
taneously, but taking from two to three seconds. 

(4) The medium leaned over and placed her hand on the 
surface of the levitated table near its centre, whereupon the 
table dropped in from two to three seconds, exactly as in 
test (4). 

(с) The medium touched the surface of the levitated table 
with a glass tube held in her hand, and the table dropped in 


from five to six seconds. 
(d) The medium touched the surface of the levitated table 


with a piece of twisted paper, but this had no effect and the 
table did not drop. 

(е) The medium then touched the surface of the levitated 
table with a piece of wood, but again there was no effect, the 
table remaining as before. 

(f) The medium lifted one of her feet and gently slid it up 
and down a near leg of the levitated table. This also had no 
effect, and, seeing that the table did not drop, I desired the 
medium to touch its surface with her hand- simultaneously 
with the contact of her foot on its leg—when the table fell 
with a thud. 

The net result of these experiments is to show that if the 
medium touches the levitated table with her hand it invariably 
falls to the ground almost immediately. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Тлант” or June Птн, 1887.) 


“The Christian Herald," in a recent article on Spiritualism, 
said: "It is vain to speak of that power as mere jugglery 
which has convinced some of the é/ite of the literary world, 
which has caught in its meshes many scientific men, who at 
first only troubled to investigate for the purposes of refutation 
Nor, indeed, can anything be more dangerous than utter 
incredulity: for the wholly incredulons, if suddenly brought 
face to face with the supernatural, is of all men the most likely 
to yield entire submission to the priests of the new wonder 
letter far is it to prayerfully inquire whether these things an 
possible, and, if so, in what light the Bible teaches us to regani 


them. We shall thus be armed against all the wiles of the 


devil.” 
The Rev. John Pierpoint, so distinguished for his thorougl 


manliness and love of truth, was interested in psychometry 
and in his poem on " Progress," delivered at the 150th anni: 
f Yale College, he referred to it and its discovery 


versary 

thus 
The very page that I am tracing now, 
With tardy fingers and a careworn brow, 
To other brows, by other fingers prest, 
Shall tell the world not what I have been deemed, 
Nor what I passed for, nor what I had seemed, 
But what I wes! Believe it, friends, or not, 
To this high point of progress we have got, 
We stamp ourselves on every note we write 
Send you a note to China or the Pole 
Where'er the wind blows or the waters roll 
That note conveys the measure of your soul 


T 


` knew me as I knew them. 
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THE LAND OF HEARTS DESIRE. 

A RECORD or MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE. 

[was unhappy, long and persistently unhappy. Life was 

drained of hope, of every gleam of colour. 

all siles; not the blackness of a storm that will burst and pass 

lut the ineffable heaviness of leaden skies that, after day-long 
nin, sink into sodden evening with no more hope of sun. 

Life had failed me, or I had failed life; not without long 
struggle and many desperate scramblings up the slippery hill of 
achievement. It was not outside circumstances, not opposition 
that had conquered me; outside circumstances in themselves 
are rarely invincible ; but the slow realisation of my own inade- 
quacy, my lack either of charm or efficiency, and the weariness 
and bluntness that crept like a fog over my mental perceptions 
for many days at a time. 

1 was bankrupt towards all Life's demands. Very slowly 
the protracted failure of physical and mental forces closed 

every avenue of effectual action. Yet I was born a creature 
filled with love of life, quick of expectation and imagination, 
with wide range of appreciations, and with a desire of beauty 
that has ever scourged me with the whip of my own deficiencies. 

Beauty I worshipped when, as a child, I played alone in the 
little town garden, peopling the sunset country with a god- 
like race. Beauty and Love I worshipped in girlhood and 
womanhood, knowing not then that they are one, that Beauty 
is but the fringe arid fragrance of Love, that "great spirit“ 
that links us to the Life-head which men call by so many and 
opposing names in vain effort to compass and bring it within 
human comprehension. 

Thad no blessing of either, Lonely in childhood, lonely 
and sick in girlhood, leading from the twenties to the early 
thitties a tentative life ; trying here and there, in music, in 
letters, in ambition, in embryo and fragmentary love episodes, 
in hard study, in solitude with Nature, to find comfort, I found 
myself at middle-age in worse plight—still more isolated, with- 
out love, without religion, without ambition, without, indeed, 
ay motive for continued existence. Yet І was deliberately 
retrieved from suicide. 

Then, suddenly, there came to me that experience which 
alone justifies me in the intimacy of what I have written, and 
which I have written for the unhappy alone; yet before the 
task of Seeking words adequate to contain it, or to give the 
faintest, poorest hint of its ecstasy, my mind shrinks and my 
spirit is abashed. 


Darkness was upon 


After a day of spiritual anguish I awoke about midnight 
from a dreamless sleep, and in my consciousness were the 
words “There is no death.” I awoke, I say, but it was no 
ordinary awaking. The links of my limitations were shattered. 
Twas yet “I,” but with powers and capacities suddenly super- 
humanly recreated, potentially effectual beyond all previous 
conception. It was as if all my parts had come into flower at 
once and unitedly realised my ideal. And that which said or, 
rather, made known “ There is no death," said also, “Thus 
shall you be.” 

Nature about me was of the same order as we see it, but 
also delivered from the limitations of imperfection. Everything 
had developed after its ideal, delighting in growth, and I felt 
and knew the spirits in the trees and all living things and they 
And what I knew, I knew at once, 
not by slow reasoning from one thing to another, but it was 
immediately apparent. 

I was not bodiless, but so exquisitely conceived an instru- 
ment of consciousness was it as hardly to obtrude itself save 
as a sensuous zest to understanding. I was not a spirit using, 
body, but a unity. What I desired I not only did but was, and 
Twas one with Beauty. 

Neither was I alone any more, I, even 1, was necessary to 
that world, was an integral part of it, and roulised а communion 
so absolute and universal as to make bankrupt imagination. 
In the midst of inexpressible felicity, comradeship was the 
supreme bliss. Love encompassed, welcome thrilled me, though 
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But the trees and the 
grass and the earth welcomed me, and we had all life in common. 
No words can tell, nor could any painter set forth, the 


I neither saw nor heard any creature. 


wonder of colouring in that world, nor the primal clearness of 
atmosphere. Yet was it no strange world, but this, blossoming 
in some dewy stainless dawn as might a painter dream his 
masterpiece. And the life therein was as water singing in the 
sun. Let each one picture what it might mean to him if the 
most supremely happy moment in earthly life were to be ex- 
tended, unfading, vivid, as in mid-career and that is 
but as humbly like as is a pavement painting to a masterpiece 
by Watts or Turner. 

I, so strangely visiting therein, did not perceive myself in 
Life flowed into 


and from me, involving me in ceaseless but splendid and 


any deed, yet was I neither idle nor at rest. 


effortless activity ; and within it was a sense of carrying on 
some purpose to some end, though I knew neither end nor pur- 
pose. It sufficed to be so generously alive, to be capable of the 


most profound feats and all imaginable daring, to be strong as 


y glad as a lark, 


a mighty water, vivid as a great flame, tireless 
unfolded as parched earth to rain. 


As suddenly as I had awakened І fell again into dreamless 


sleep. There was no margin of critical consciousness ; the 
thing was . . . and was not. But in the morning 1 


ЕФ throughout 
the day the dazzlement of it was in my eyes, the delight of it 


remembered, and more than remembered all. 
in my heart. I touched the trees, the leaves, with a new and 
tender understanding. 
stunted bushes, the imperfect flowers were even as I, and 


The spoilt and maltreated hedges, the 
should be even аз I. They were my brothers and sisters; they 
also waited, maimed and sorrowful, without knowledge or hope. 
For one day I still saw, not " through a glass darkly,” but 
with insight, as if that veil that ever shrouds us from each 
other was clean lifted up. It has fallen now; but not for ever. 
I know, beyond forgetting, that there is another vision more 
greatly surpassing human sight in quality and intensity than 
the reach of the most powerful telescope surpasses it in extent. 
Moreover, there have been moments sinee, at lengthening 
intervals, when the face of a familiar country has been sud- 
denly transfigured, as love-light transfigures a homely human 
countenance, and I know that at such times I am eye to eye 
with the Spirit of Earth. 

That day I looked in the faces of the idle, the weary, the 
sick, the cowed, and said to each, silently: " Deep in your 
heart there is a blossom that nobody has ever seen, You your- 
self know but the haunting scent of it, It is your soul's 
desire, and one day it will outbloom the noblest rose, All that 
you go lacking shall be fulfilled unto you so only that you 
desire it. Oh, if I could but show you 
humblest fringe of the life that shall be ours, yours and mine, 


The more you desire, the more you are tormented with hunger 


show you the 


and pain of longing for joys never to be tasted here, the more 
richly shall you inherit of what your soul pictures. Desire 
greatly, then, ye poor in earth’s joys, Only what your soul 
creates for you here shall you enjoy later. Draw to nourish 
your ideal every knowledge and understanding, every beauty, 
Shun no pain of present denial that may 


Do you 


every aspiration. 
paint more vividly the picture of future delight. 
worship Love? Bring, then, to his shrine the incense of every 
fresh perception; let all things be to his honour. The more 
you dream of ecstatic union the more you shall be lashed with 
existing imperfections and inadequacies, and the torture shall 
sharpen the outlines and deepen the tints of the dream in the 
depths of your soul, Raise upon the waste places of your 
Build them of the rainbow, of 


birds’ song, of the love that might have shone in eyes you 


life palaces of aspiration. 
have never seen, Fear not to dream, for only your dreams 
shall come true. The facts of earth are but the sheath, the 
winter trappings of the bud, and when Azrael calls they shall 
part and shrivel up and the young leaf come forth, tender, 
green and glorious. 
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THE 


HUMAN TOUCH. 


‘There is dross, alloy and embasement in all human temper ; and he 
flieth with@it wings who thinks to find Ophyr or pure metal iu any.— 
Sin THOMAS Browse, 


Mankind will not be reasoned out of the feelings of humanity.- 
BLACKSTONE. (Commentaries. 


Among the numerous members of the learned pro- 
fessions who, in spite of the frantic opposition of certain 
vested interests, have begun to investigate psychic 
evidences and to find them true, is an old University 
Professor, a man with a wide experience of the world and 
one who has made his mark in his own line of study. He 
is keenly interested in the experiments of Dr. Crawford at 
Belfast, and in conversation with us the other day ex- 
pressed his wonder that such phenomena had not aroused 
more interest in the scientific world. Ashe truly remarked, 
if a table or any other object can be lifted into the air by 
an agency unknown to Science (and that is merely to take 
one out of many phenomenal happenings) then we have a 
most tremendous fact, demanding the serious attention of 
physicists. He might well wonder, especially as Dr. 
Crawford's experiments do not stand alone. They are only 
carefully verified examples of supernormal occurrences such 
as have been recorded hundreds of times in other places by 
other persons during the last fifty years; moreover, they 
corroborate and extend the well-known 


William Crookes. 


But this attitude of indifference or opposition to new 


researches of Sir 


revelations in Religion, or new discoveries in Science, is a 
very old story. As Artemus Ward remarked, it is won 
derful what a lot of human nature there is in the world. 
And there is a great deal of it both in scientists and 
pietists. 


If we could conceive of Religion and Science as 


majestic Beings— Gods or Genii 


we could imagine them 
smiling from Olympian heights at the antics of some pom 
pous pigmies who claim to speak in their august names, 
The Rationalist 
some of the weaknesses of human nature only to fall into 
others 


taking those names in vain. who avoids 


charges upon Religion a long catalogue of burnings 
and slaughterings, rapine and vice. And Science, too, has 
been called to account for sins less frightful, perhaps, but 
more cold-blooded vivisection for instance. Yet neither 
Religion nor Science can justly be held accountable for the 


vagaries of their followers. It is human nature which is 


at fault. But how natural it is! We must be ‘saints, 
indeed, if we can meet with a smile those whom we suspect 


to have de igus on our pel onal rights or 


possessions, 
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The scientist who opposes us with a snarl is 
his cherished systems of force and matte 


; his religie 
brother raises a cry of alarm because Psychic Se; 


appears to threaten not only his religious belief bu 


vocation as a warden of the mysteries of life and deat} 
We still have to show them that our discoveries will Ita 
have the effect of enriching the domains of Science. 7 
permanently establishing the foundations of "Theol; 
Their hostility arises from the fact that their human nati 
is really stronger than their religious nature or the 
scientific nature. 


no room in it for fear, bigotry or spiteful resentment, jus 


as the truly scientific mind would have no tincture g 


prejudice, jealousy or tyranny. 

We must never forget, however, that some of ш 
physical phenomena are so antecedently improbable,” s 
“impossible,” that many quite reasonable people think 
themselves justified in denying them without examinati 
The small girl in “Punch” when told that an aeroplan 
was flying overhead replied that she was fed up” wit 
aeroplanes. And yet within the memory of some vey 
young people amongst us the flying plane was a sight whid 
men would cross half the world to see, and only a little 
while before that it was so impossible that if an aviator 
had passed over London very few scientists would hay 
been induced to take a short journey to look at him. 

Let us not complain too loudly of the unscienti& 
verdicts of scientists. After all, it is better to be human 
than strictly scientific. The 
expected to develop according to plumb and rule. Th 


human mind cannot k 


oppressive exactitude of logic and mathematics must bi 
relieved by something exuberant, erratic and rebellious- 


something that will rise in а pulpit and shout Devils 
something that will sit in a study and dismiss a disagree 
able fact with a contemptuous It does not interest me 
or a defiant “ It is the last thing I will give in to." 

Jut human nature being essentially good, its perversions 
born of ignorance and misunderstanding are gradually 


corrected. That is why so many intelligent and fearless 


minds are now coming our way. For it is just as mucha 


mark of human nature to examine and judge a proposition 


as to dismiss it without reflection. As the evolution of the 


human mind proceeds the former attitude will become even 
more a mark of the truly human character. 

Our child-science is born, and its rugged nurses wil 
soon find their task lightened because the infant is growing 


lustily. Of the Herods who would, an they could, have 


strangled it in its cradle we may soon be able to say :— 


For they are dead which sought the young child's life — 
Thus one by one the enemies of the race 
Who closed with Progress in a deadly strife 
Shall come, at last, unto the grave's low place. 
And Time shall point us to the ashes grey 
Where Persecution's fires have long grown cold, 
And lead us where brave Science holds her sway, 
While tyrants fester in the weed-grown mould. 


Ix Mr. H. G. Wells’ new book, “God the Invisible King 
(Cassell's, 6s. net), we find the ideas of 


/ one of our ablest 
thinkers on the subject of Deity. 


Mr. Wells appears to se 
God only as a power operating in and through man, and he 
sweeps away relentlessly all dogmas and traditions of any 
deific power outside humanity. i 


The book is strong, vivid, 
provoca ive, 


To us it appeals as one of the final blows de 
livered at the childish conceptions of an arbitrary, c 
partisan deity still held by many grave and reverend theo- 
logians. All the same, Mr. Wells contrives to givo us a com 
ception of Deity in which poetry, idealism and transcenden- 
talism have little place. God and M 
emotional as well as an intellectual ap 
Mr. Wells’ conception of Deity as only one 
manifested in an infinite variety of ways, 


apricious 


Religion must have an 
peal. So we look upon 


facet of a reality 


For the truly religious mind would hay 


| 
| 
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mE DEEPER PROBLEMS OF PSYCHIC 
RESEARCH. 


ADDRESS BY Dr. Юл» T. Powext, 


(Continued from page 174.) 


Now your consciousness is your individuality, so far as your 
individuality is capable of comprehension. Individuality is 
thototality of your experiences, your thoughts, your personality 
s influenced, developed, cramped or frustrated by the environ- 
mentin which you live. But do we know so much about our 
individuality ? Do we really know it at all? I am a man of 
such a height, such a weight, with hair of a certain colour, and 
features of a certain type, with a certain intellectual endowment, 
"the result of study and experience, and so forth. But the 
totality of these characteristics is not I. You can imagine 
the creation of an exact duplicate of myself, in every respect 
s perfect that even my wife might be startled into supposing 
Herself the unconscious perpetrator of bigamy. But the 
Ee is not I. There is something whieh would differen- 
o him utterly from me. For instance, as it has been so 
n he could not answer to my name at the Judgment Day. 
The recording angel would reply, “Thou art not the man I 
called.” But if you were there and attempted to define why 
№ was not, you would find the definition beyond you. The 
пабор of the uniqueness of our nearest and dearest, of our 
child, of our wife, of our mother, of our friend, is always an 
‘attempt—but a fruitless and inadequate attempt to express an 
individuality, or, in other words, to define something which 
goes beyond science and beyond abstract thinking. In all our 
human efforts to define an individuality we never get beyond 
is conception of a type. We are conscious that our friend is 
‘something more than a type of personality, and in our pro- 
founder consciousness we know quite well what he is, but yet 
we fail utterly when we attempt definition. Once again, to 
“quote Professor James, We never meet this real presence of 
an individual at any time as a fact of science. It eludes our 
iret observation, for it is a form of being that belongs to a 
ү higher sphere than that of any immediate experience. Only 
aan Infinite process can show me who and what I am.” So that 
individuality, while for us it is the most real thing in the 
world, nevertheless remains the elusive goal of an eternal quest. 
Demonstrate that the individual survives, and you are 
‘instantly confronted with the deeper query—what is the 
‘individual ? 

Notice how this view of individuality is beginning to colour 
‘all our modern social science, and consider in that light what 
An immense contribution psychic science is going to make to 
its further and profounder evolution. There is an economic 
Principle which tells us that almost invariably the longest way 
round is the shortest way home. But do you think that ideal 
going to be confined to material and terrestrial circum- 
‘stances? Obviously not. If psychic science demonstrates 
man's survival of death and his ultimate entrance into a realm 
"where his faculties would have immensely enhanced opportuni- 
ties of healthy functioning, then it is going to dawn upon the 
Whole human race as a mere scientific postulate that life here 
is indeed a school for the life beyond. Instead of being the end 
it is discerned as the beginning; instead of being the summit, 
itis but the commencement of the climb. The whole aspect is 
changed, and new factors, immeasurable in potency of expec- 
tation and exhilaration, are substituted for blank hopelessness 
or feoble faith. 
What of the war? Surely we do not err in our belief that 
struggle, with all its splendid sacrifice and all its lofty 
piration, is the result of a gathering and concentration, 
ntuating into a tremendous uprush of psychic energy, the 
anner, in all probability, of a new revelation to mankind, 
the ‘shape of a deeper comprehension of Christian truth. 
‘how the new psychic knowledge is colouring one of the 
4 oblems of the hour, а question that is in overy mind, 
ative between monarchy and republicanism, No 
o we look at the British Monarchy than we seo that it 
the personal sway of a clover man, as in Norman 
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days, nor yet a supposedly Divine, hereditary right, as in later 
ages, yet the show which was the 
Hanoverian ideal, with the King as a sort of gilded popinjay. 


nor glorified marionette 


NO PERSONAL MONARCHY 


The British Kingship is no longer a personal monarchy. 
The Allied Empires— Britain 
centralised personal seigniory, 


and her Dominions—need no 
based upon the superstitious 
adulation of a physical man or woman, to keep their steadfast 
faces turned towards the rising sun of human progress. "Three 
of them rule themselves, and the fourth—India—enjoys the 
utmost practicable measure of political liberty. The idea of 
the King, as the exalted head of a caste apart from the rest of 
humanity, has been replaced by the knowledge that he is, in 
our age, only the adumbration of a mystic psychological 
Behind 
the mortal figure of the King looms the immortal sublimity of 
the Imperial Self. 


entity, far more real than if it were a physical being. 


That it is a deathless spiritual identity, an 
personality, sacramental in its mystery and 
potency, we need not hesitate to affirm. Hither the devotion 
Contemplating one of our 
great State ceremonials, the proverbial visitor from another 


actual psychic 
of the allied Empires ever turns. 


planet might imagine that he witnessed a nation doing homage 
to its King. But, in truth, both King and nation would be 
bowed in reverent salutation before a supreme Imperial Intelli- 
gence psychically generated by the patriotic yearnings of un- 
numbered men, which is greater than the King, and is destined 
to survive, in beneficent activity, long after the individual King 
and his people alike have been gathered to their fathers. To 
remove the Kingship is to take the Keystone from the Imperial 
arch, the linch-pin from the Imperial chariot wheel. The day 
when that is done will witness the beginnings of a catastrophe 
which will end with a down-dashed Empire where once stood 
the puissant world-power that dared handgrips with the might 
of Prussia. 
THE SWAY OF THE IMPERIAL SOUL 


No transient physical personality, flitting across this mortal 
stage, and passing away almost before its lineaments have been 
discerned, could have evoked the magnificent enthusiasm of 
the great 
transcendent of all the giant phenomena of the war. 


Dominions, perhaps the most tremendous and 
And it 
is surely not coincidence, but design, which at this supreme 
crisis in world history has joined under one Imperial flag the 
fearless and practised Indian adepts of Eastern mysticism and 
the restless British conquerors of the material resources of the 
earth, Have we not in that alliance, consummated under the 
majestic різ of the Imperial Self, radiantly immortal in the 
background, another reminder of the splendid destiny that is 
before us, and of the inscrutable Pilotage which has guided our 
forefathers, and still guides ourselves, towards it ? 

I believe that the evolved British Kingship, as we know it 
to-day, has in it the germ of a sacramental efficacy as the focus 
of an Empire's devotion, the radiant point of an Empire's 
joyous hope. But if it is to rise to the level of its transcendent 
potentialities, the King must fling off the thraldom of the un- 
scrupulous schemers whom we class as politicians, as well as 
their even more dangerous co-operators, the vast armies of 
official idlers who live on the rates and taxes. You cannot 
build spiritual achievement upon a system of legalised nepotism 
and heartless plunder, 

Here I must pause, If I have opened before you vistas 
which seem almost immeasurable in their vastness, hopes 
which must require an eternity for their realisation, truths 
which must occupy ages in their investigation and comprehen- 
sion, even with the aid of our tireless co-operators on the other 
side of life—well, I can only plead that in eternal progress lies 
the only satisfaction for the aspiring spirit of man. 
for ever 


Now, and 


A man's reach should exceed his grasp, 
Or what's a heaven (ог? 


If the Purpose operating in evolution “is not defined from 
the boginning, but susceptible of development,” then we must 
develop with it, not only here, but in the psychic planes whither 
we must all soon depart. What is it that has been so beauti- 


fully said of all those brave spirits who have offere 1 the supreme 
sacrifice for King and country? 

To them cometh our great Lord God, master of ev trade, 
And tells ther „f His daily toil, of Edens ne made 


And they rise to their feet as He passes by, gentlemen unafraid 


unafraid because their very presence in that Land of Hope 


and Glory demonstrates them fellow-workers with Him in the 
great advance, not ‘alone on the Western front, but on the 
whok front, fr« 


cosmic ym planet to planet, sun to sun, and 


island-universe to island-universe, over the whole inconceivable 


immensity of creation. And the further the psychic researcher 
He shares th« 


unshakable confidence of the ancient saint, who said, in words 


goes, the more sure do his fo iteteps become 
that have voiced for centuries the faith of Christendom, “ O 
Lord, in Thee have I trusted, I shall never be confounded”; for 


he has trusted in God, and he has not been confounded 


BEYOND THE REALM OF THE INTELLECT. 


In modern times the intellect has come to be credited with 
reveal and establish for us even the 
The intellect 


really has neither the capacity nor the right to manufacture final 


a capacity and right to 


highest truth it is possible for man to reach 


truths independently of the finality of a higher experience that 
lies beyond its limited province, 1 Itimately, all truths or realities 
must be experienced; they cannot be argued out Suppose 
the intellect preambles all the exercise of its authority in the 
domain of science and philosophy with the confession that the 
highest truth is а truth of experience lying beyond itself and 
that it functions merely as an indispensable makeshift in the 
absence of that experience, what are the benefits that would 
accrue to our culture from this correct intellectual attitude? 
In the first place, the growing conflict between the narrow 
empiricism of science and the proud rationalism of philosophy 
would come to an end. For not only the province of science 
as lying within the limits of our experience of matter and force 
would then be recognised, but degrees of supersensuous experi- 
ence of matter and force would bé admitted, fruitfully enlarging 
thereby the scientific views of substance and causality and 
rendering it possible to have a more final restatement and 
systematisation of Finally, the 


confession of the modern intellect of its intrinsic inability to 


scientifie conclusions 
reach the highest truth would bring into our life and culture 
the real " Prabuddha 


Bharata 


import and sublimity of religion 


THE WORLD TO COME: A JOURNALIST'S FANCY, 


Discoursing in a recent issue of the Star on 


Talkers,” " Alpha of the Plough” remarks 


Talk and 


It was a favourite fancy of Samuel Rogers that perhaps 
in the next world the use of words may be dispensed with 
that our thoughts may stream into eac other's minds without 
any verbal communication," 
tions 
from the misunderstandings which the clumsy instrument of 
n |00 h involves 


It is an idea which has its attrac- 
It would save time and effort, and would preserve us 


Alpha, however, does not share the poet's hope, for he 
writos 


I fancy the next world will be like this, only better, I think 
it will resound with the familiar speech of our earthly pil- 
grimage, and that in any shady walk or among any of the fields 
of asphodel over which we wander we may light upon the great 
talkers of history, and share in their eternal disputation. 
There, under some spreading oak or beech, I shall hope to #6 
Carlyle and Tennyson, or Lamb and Hazlitt and Coleridge, or 
Johnson laying down the law to Langton and Burke and Beau 
clerk, with 'Bozzy taking notes, or Ben Jonson and Shakespeare 
continuing those combats of the Mermaid Tavern described by 
Fuller—the one mighty and lumbering like a Spanish galleon, 
the other swift and supple of movement like an English frigate 

or Chaucer and his Canterbury pilgrims still telling tales on 
un eternal May morning 


А тихо ія never re-told as it is told, and never told as it 


wtually Наррепей.— © p 


BIGHT. 
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THE SOLDIER'S RETURN 


CONSOLING PROOF or a J, 


РЕ Bey 


By H. А. Dart 


The following case seems to me to be of considerd 


dential value and calculated to bring comfort to th 


have suffered bereavement 
Two 


Mrs. Groves (pseudonym) is one of 


friends of mine are concerned in the exper 


my most intimate fre 


a rather critical student of 


psychical phenomena; she 
become convinced of the reality of communication from! 
other side only after long study and repeated experience 
am absolutely certain that she would be scrupulously caut 
not to stultify evidence by giving any unintentional clues v 
in the presence of a medium 

Mrs. Trent (pseudonym) is also a friend of mine of 
years’ standing; we have never met, but we have corresponds 
from time to time, She is a natural psychic, clairvoyant 
‘ lairaudient, and I have on more than one occasion had evide 
of her supernormal faculties. These ladies have not met e 
other, but they have frequently corresponded Mrs. Gron 
son passed over some years ago; Mrs. Trent's son laid dow 
life in Gallipoli (having been previously wounded some mont 
before, he still felt the discomfort of the old wound). 

Edwin H. Trent was in the Australian division: he fel 
August 6th, 1915; 


friends received tidings of his passing. 


but it was many weeks before any of 
Не was an only child 
His mother, who lives in England (not in London), wrotet 


Mrs. Groves as follows :- 


On Sunday evening, November 25th, 1915, while fate 
and I were sitting in the dining-room together, Edwin сш 
He told us that all he can remember of his passing 
that he was in the middle of a great “scrum” on the batt 
field“ Lone Pine,” Dardanelles—when he heard “J.B 
calling him to come quickly as he was wanted immedialdj 
Edwin had been for many years accustomed to travelling 
the " excarnate body " so was not surprised at the summa 
but simply slipped out of his earthly frame and obeyed th 
call. When he had finished the work for which hew 
wanted, “J. B. S," told him that he had now done with th 
earthly body and was in future to work without its limitati 
Edwin added: "I was jolly glad, for my shoulder that mu 
wounded in the spring was often very troublesome not thi 
it mattered, it was all in the day's work." 

When he was wounded in the spring of 1914, and whl 
his body was asleep in the hospital, he came to us and told a 
that he would be all right that time, but that he would b 
released before the end of the war, and that I " had better gt 
those things ready” so as not to be “fussed” when the nem 
of his transition came. The“ things” to which he alluded we 
the little memorial leaflets I intended to have printed whe 
should hear that he was “ free." He did seem so glad! 
be rid of his “ bothering earth body,” as he called it, Hew 
always impatient of it when a child, and at the age of elevs 
wrote the lines which I afterwards had printed on the memoni 
leaflet 

“The world is like a tailor's shop, 
Where overcoats you buy ; 
And you are sent into the world 

To lead good lives—then die. 
" But death is not a horrid thing, 
As some of you suppose ; 
But only is the casting off 
Of your worn-out old clothes. 


On December 181, 


Mrs, Groves. She wrote 


1916, 


Mrs, Trent received a letter ff 


On Thursday last E went with a friend to Mr. Vango tot 
for n message from someone unknown to me who had recent 
passed over under painful circumstances, and my visit "| 
entirely for the sake of the bereaved. There was very little ging 
from the source expected, and we were disappointed. Suddas 
the control loft this subject and gave a striking description 
my dear son, with a fow evidential mossages, and added that“ 
was accompanied by a younger man, who was 


also овог 
and the description recalled to me your Edwin's portrait whi 
you sent t me last year I did not say that 1 recognised itf 


A 


l'rept, MÀ 


. B..“ ia n mutual friend, well-known 
Groves and myself ; he would be 


befall Edwin H 


to Mrs 


ure to be inter, ‹ 
Front, He passed over a few e i what a 
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y), bat asked if the name could be given, After a short pause, 
the control ssid: Eddy no Ed— Edwin, and he wants to 
5 you a test message for his mother.” “Не passed out 
vey quickly... no pain." Again a pause . . . then, “ Give 
gather love from Edwin. . . . I want her to hear again that 
gj end was quick, and that I did not suffer. I did not know 
sift that I was ‘dead,’ and when I awoke I was surrounded 
jy good friends, Му first thoughts were of mother, and 1 was 
Î Бег. She does not grieve, but I want her to know from an 
dependent source that I am very happy and very busy 
behing where help is needed." A pause, then “ Love to 

ра, dear old man; he was always kind to me, Tell him 
| bis health will be better." Another pause, then“ Jimmie.” (Is 
thisname connected with Edwin? It was not recognised by 
m). Then Mr. Vango's control continued : 

"He is holding up a tunic for some special reason, and now 
shows badge as a token.“ 

Edwin then thanked me for taking the message for you (for 
of course Í had said I would gladly send it to you) and then 
went away. The rest of the sitting was taken пр by my own 
ons messages to me. 

Ithink the part relating to Edwin is very remarkable, as of 
qure Mr. Vango knew nothing of the circumstances, nor of 
Jou, nor of Edwin. Indeed, һе does not even know my name. 
And our visit to him was only decided on a few minutes before 
же went to his house, 

Thope you will find it really a “ test " message. 


G. 


On this letter Mrs. Trent comments as follows :— 


When I received this letter from Mrs. Groves I found it 
@nfirmed the communication I had received from Edwin in 
115, but I did not think the expression “when I awoke” 
wuld have been used by Edwin as he had been well used to 
йе other side” long before he put off his earthly uniform, 
00 also, from what he had told me, I knew he had not gone 
tosleep on his transition, but went straight on with his work 
7m longer inconvenienced by the “body of limitations.” Не 
isto busy now to come often to me, but I managed to get in 
toch with him and to ask him what he did say. Не replied, 

il when I realised my condition '—not ‘when I awoke,” 
Tinformed Mrs, Groves of this, and she referred to her notes 
“lor the whole message had been given slowly so that she 
wii take it down at the time—and found that she had written 
correctly “when I realised my condition” at the time of 
ing, but having written to me from memory without referring 
taher notes, had herself made the mistake—not Mr. Vango's 
го through whom Edwin gave the message for me. All 
the rest had been faithfully remembered. 

Mrs, Groves was much impressed by Edwin’s statement 
that I do not grieve, because, as a rule, the messages given 
ough Mr, Vango are so full of consolation; but this was 
W evidently intended as a test message to one who would 
understand. 

"Jimmie" was Edwin's school chum here, a fact of course 
quite unknown to Mrs, Groves or Mr. Vango. 

The tunic and badge shown separately were tests in them- 
wies I had written to Edwin asking him to send me an 
Australian badge. Не replied that he would do so later, but 
that all the men bad been ordered to give up their badges, 
опе, Ko, at Lesbos, before they went into the Gallipoli 
trenches. Shortly after writing this he received his promotion, 
orin other words was “killed in action." But I was able to 

ire the badge I wanted, and I always wear it, so Edwin 
E I should at once recognise the “test” in his message. 
Edwin was remarkably correct as regards "grandpa's 
Май” He has been suffering with his eyes (which at eighty- 
four is serious) but is nearly all right again now, Edwin is 
ali absolutely correct in saying that I "do not grieve.” Why 
would I, when 1 do not believe in Death, but in Life Ever- 
luting—in a better uniform than that of earth ? 

Ihave never seen. Mrs. Groves though we correspond occa- 
finally; and I have neverseen Mr. Vango, who knows nothing 
of me, The whole incident was absolutely unexpected by Mrs. 
(roves and myself. 


M. J. T. 


At a later date Mrs, Groves received another letter from 


ї ‹ eh р cN 
„ Trent, in which she wrote: 


One of my nephews was wounded and in hospital in France, 
owe hoped he was recovering, but, owing to letters being 
held np, we did not get them until the middle of the first week 
nDecember, Before their arrival оп the evening of Saturday, 
Tecombor 2nd, 1916, I saw him as if about to leave his mortal 
and was told that there was serious brain injury which 
bald be permanent if he lived. On Sunday, December 3rd, 
during Litany in church, I saw В, again, looking all right and 
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in full uniform He said, in a very shy voice, " Auntie, I 
im free He also added that he was “ jolly glad. 

It was not until the morning of December 4th that we 
heard by telegram to D. from France, that in the evening or 
night of December 1st, R. had passed on to higher service, 

As you know, most of what is said, or shown to me, is in 
full daylight. I never sit in the dark 

M. J.T 

These experiences are written for our learning that we, 


through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, may have 


hope.” Surely these words, originally applied to experiences of 


the Hebrew people, may, with reverence, be equally applied to 


occurrences such as the above. The latter, like the former, are 
not merely intended for the private comfort of those to whom 
they refer, but they bear witness to truths precious to us all. 


It is because my friends realise this that they gave me per- 


mission to use the experience in any way that might be useful. 


THE LATE MR. MASKELYNE AND 
PHYSICAL PHENOMENA. 


By tHe REY. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE, 


The late Mr. Maskelyne never exposed the Davenport 
Brothers, nor did he ever reproduce the phenomena manifested 
through the Davenports, and afterwards through Mr. Fay. He 
certainly did bring forward an absurd travesty of these pheno- 
mena in feeble imitation of the real thing, but never under the 
same conditions as those of the Davenport Brothers, or 
Mr. Fay. 

There was as much difference between Maskelyne's imita- 
tion and Davenports’ or Fay's reality as there is between chalk 
and cheese. My friend, the late Sir Hiram Maxim, took a 
keen interest in this matter, and had many opportunities of 
seeing the Davenport cabinet phenomena in the United States 
He was often on the stage as one of the committee of investi- 
gation, and accompanied by the smartest conjurers, detectives, 
and mechanicians that could be found, but was invariably 
completely baffled, and never could gain the slightest inkling 
of how the phenomena could be produced by normal or 
material means. 

He offered rewards both in the U.S.A. and this country for 
information as to how the phenomena could be reproduced 
materially, but no information was ever forthcoming. He 
attended many alleged exposures of the methods of the Daven- 
port Brothers, but in every case, to use his own words, they 
were “all humbug.” He specially went to see Maskelyne and 
Cooke on this matter, but again to use his own words, " There 
was not the slightest resemblance to what I had seen performed 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut. I am strongly of the 
opinion to-day that Mr. Maskelyne would be quite unable to 
go on a new stage, with a firm new floor and no apparatus save 
a light box, and perform what I saw done. So far, Mr. Maske- 
lyne has utterly failed to understand or explain this extra- 
ordinary performance.” 

Sir Hiram publicly challenged Mr. Maskelyne to reproduce 
what he had seen in the States as produced by the Davenport 
Brothers, and by Mr. Fay (who was at one time associated with 
them), under the same conditions, and offered him £20 if he 
could do it. This challenge appeared in the “Strand Maga- 
zine” a few years back. Sir Hiram there describes what he 
saw, and what he challenged Maskelyne to reproduce under the 
same conditions. 

Mr. Fay was securely bound to a chair by twenty yards of 
strong new rope. This binding was done by a professional 
ship rigger. Every knot was sealed with sealing wax, and the 
binding was so effective that, in Sir Hiram's own words, “ the 
chair and the man formed one piece.” Mr. Fay, thus bound, 
was lifted into a light wood cabinet supported on four cane-seat 
chairs on a brilliantly lighted stage, with the investigating 
committee standing around. The wood cabinet was made of 
light match-boarding, and was thoroughly searched and per- 
forated by pen-knives before Mr. Fay was put into it. Mr. 
Fay's hands were then filled with dried peas, аз many as he 
could hold, and his feet placed upon sheets of paper, and their 
position marked by running a pencil round them, 
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filled to the brim and 


Ils and musical instru 


v, a tall goblet [ water was 


balanced on his head A number of be 
ments were then put in the cabinet When all was ready, and 
tho stage brilliantly lighted, the doors of the cabinet were 


losed. Instantly all the bells rang and all the musical instru- 


menta played, and 
window in the cabinet on to the stage, and a hand waved at tho 


The committee standing round rushed 


те by one were thrown through a little 


opening for a moment 
forward and opened the doors, only to find Mr. Fay securely 


bound, all the sealed knots unbroken, not a rea dropped, not a 


drop of water spilled, and his feet in exactly the position 


This was repeated scores of times to 


marked on the paper 
to solve the 


baffling of every who tried 


the utter person 


mystery 

Maskelyne was challenged to produce the same result under 
He failed to come up to the scratch be- 
The forces 


the same conditions 
cause he knew perfectly well that he could not do it 
involved in this matter are psychic and cannot be successfully re- 
produced by any conjurer using material means. It will be re- 
membered how Maskelyne also failed to reproduce a materialisa- 
tion some years ago, thereby losing the £1,000 offered by 
His attempt as exhibited on the 
Alfred Russel 

The fatuous 


the late Archdeacon Colley. 
stage was described by the eminent scientist 
Wallace as a ridiculons travesty of the real thing 
nonsense also retailed by Maskelyne about psychic raps being 
will only deceive those 


produced by “surgical instruments“ 


entirely ignorant of the subject. 


LANE CASE, 


THE HUGH 


Ах EvipgNTIAL Case ғком Sir WILLIAM Barrerr’s 
Naw Book. 


Under the title, “ Another Scientist 
Spiritualism," tho " Weekly Dispatch " prints a lengthy notice 
of Sir William Barrett's new book, On the Threshold of tho 
Unseen,” and cites several of the evidential cases given in the 
volume. Amongst these is the " Hugh Lane” 
опсо of Mr» well-known Dublin 


physician and daughter of the late Professor Dowden, which is 


Famous Defends 


case, the experi- 


Travers Smith, wife of a 


thus related by hor 


On the evening of the day on which news had come that 
the " Lusitania " was reported sinking, Mr. Lennox Robinson 
and I sat at the onija board, the Rev. Savill Hicks taking the 
record, Wo did not Алое that Sir Hugh Lane was on board. 
Wo were both personal friends of his and knew he was in 
, but had no idea he was coming back so soon. Our 
came, and then the words, " Pray for the 
I asked, " Who is speaking The 
Но gave us an account of the 
“в peaceful end to an 


America 
usual “control 
soul of Hugh Lane.’ 
reply was, I am Hugh Lane.” 
sinking of the ship, and said it was 
exciting life.’ 

At this point we heard the stop-pross evening paper called 
in the street, and Mr, Robinson ran down and bought a paper 
1 went out of the room to meet him, and he pointed to the 
name of Sir Hugh Lane among the passengers. We were both 
much disturbed, but continued the sitting. Sir Hugh gave me 
messages for mutual friends and ended. this sitting by saying 

I did not suffor; 1 was drowned and folt nothing.” 


William 


information of the 


This is a very 
Hugh 


The comment of Sir Harrott is 


evidential case, for n th of Sir 


Lane wae given until some days later 


Тик man who is convinced that perfect. truth and porfect 


beauty are identieal, that the truth when fully manifested is 


beautiful, and that the beautiful is true, can afford to let go 
and to learn from the facta, 
notes in 


his own theories of existence 


without anxiety, knowing that all facts are 
Cosmos Objections to 


the 
great. chorale of the Spiritoaliem 
Answered," by Н. А. Dartas 

Puvaicat. PussougNa.—On another page will be found Dr 


Crawford's account. of à new experiment conducted by bim at 


For the benefit of new readers 


the Goligher cirele in Belfast 

it may be mentioned that the descriptions of most of his 

previous experiments, given in Тлонт during 191 1 1 1016, are 

now published in book form under the title Th of 
this 


Physical Phenomena ' (Watkins), and can be obtained at 
office, price 4s, (d. net (post free 4». 114.) 
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FROM A READER OF “RAYMOND 


THB VOICE OF GRATEFUL RECOGNITION 
There is an ancient maxim that wi dom lies mid 
between two extremes, “Raymond” has been attacked 
materialists and High Church bishops with about e 


vehemence, and the obvious inference should be at least son 
little consolation to Sir Oliver Lodge. Moreover, there 

large body of feeling on his side, though mostly silent 

again, wisdom is not always with those who talk most. B 
we frequently hear thoughtful people say how greatly “Rs 
mond” has comforted and helped them, and it is a pityt 
We hay 


this appreciation cannot be given more publicity. 


however, seen a copy of one letter which a friend of our ca 


| 
i 


has sent to Sir Oliver, and we venture to quote it as typical 
many. In the course of the letter, which is dated the 10 
April, the writer says : 

The insolent attacks that have been made on you andy 
book, " Raymond," in some of the papers induce one wom 
who owes you a debt of gratitude never to be repaid in thislif 
to write and tell you that your books have been her gratae 
help during the latter part of a long life, and now that sh 
nearing the end of her earthly pilgrimage your " Raymon 
has shed a bright light over the valley beyond. 

Whether the world at large is yet ripe for Spiritualism s 
doubts. She has seen terrible results from its pursuit, and d 
thinks that those to whom it has been a blessing and not 
curse cannot be careful enough to impress upon the carels 
and weak-minded the extreme danger of meddling with matten 
that their judgment is not balanced enough to cope with. 

I pray almost daily for God's blessing on you and for H 
guidance on your work that all that is good in Spiritualism ms 
grow and prosper, and all that is evil perish. 


AN ECHO OF THE PAST: A PSYCHIC EXPERIENG, 


Mr. James Watson, of Willaston, near Nantwich, to wh | 
we have been already indebted for the narrative of а strikig 
psychie experience, relates a tragic incident which happens 
when he was alad of fifteen, living with his parents at Hackney 
and which had a remarkable sequel. 16 was a Saturday afte 
noon т summer-time. Ап elder brother from Liverpool, wi 
was spending his holiday with the family, had gone for are 
on the river Lea. Our correspondent was in a house in Lond 
chatting with some friends, when he distinctly heard a vois 
which he could not identify, though it seemed quite familis 
to him, call him several times by his Christian name, He askel 
his companions whether they also heard it, and was assured thi 


they had not. A feeling of coldness came over him. He looke 


up at the clock over the chimneypiece: it was three minul& 


to four. When he reached home tea was ready laid on tho tab} 
His father, who had gone to pay some visits, had not returne 
but he put in an appearance shortly afterwards. They waite 
some time for the brother to arrive, but as he did not shows 
they had tea without him. When seven o'clock came and t) 
young man was still missing the father bade James put on hs 
eap and accompany him to the river. They had not gone в 
when the man manifested such keen distress that the bey 
curiosity was excited, and he then learned that his father hel 
had that afternoon a similar experience to his own and t 

had filled him with the direst foreboding. The foreboding vw 
fully justified, for they arrived at the boathouse only to leut 
from the boatmen that the light skiff in which the young mi 
had gone out had capsized, that its occupant was drown 
and that his body was then lying in a shed of an hotel sos 

away. The painful task of identifying the corps 
followed, Among the articles found on it and handed overt 
the family was the young man's watch, It had stopped il 
seven minutes to four, Now for the sequel. Mr. Watson stata 
that fifteen years ago—many years after the 
above narrated —ho was at a Spiritualist meeting not far fros 
Willaston and stayed to the after meeting. Tho 
deseribed to him a young man standing by him, but ho cod 
not at the moment recognise who it could be, Thon she adds 


distance 


about event 


medius 


Don't you remember a voice ealling yon 
16 was a Saturday afternow 


now many yar 
ago, when you were in London ? em 
Don't you recollect looking up at the clock and noting that 

was three minutes to four?" At опсо the past flashed bet 
into his recollection, and with it came the comforting assure 
that life and memory and affection persist bevond the incides! 
of physical death Р 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


In her new book, “ Canada, the Spell-Binder," dealing 
with the great Dominion, Miss Lilian Whiting devotes a 
chapter to the famous silver mines of Cobalt. 
ûf her description she refers to the remarkable invention of 
Mr. А. T. Heydon, known as the clairoscope. It is the out- 
come of some thirty years’ experiments in connection with 
the divining rod, the powers of which, by the way, have 
been tested with success by Sir William Barrett. The 
clairoscope is the diviner for substances in the earth. То 
quote from the book :— 


In the course 


Fitted with one or another substance attached, it [the 
Чатозсоре] turns to that which corresponds with the given 
thing attached. Mr. Heydon calls the instrument the clairo- 
scope, and the result obtained the clairum. The clairum. . . is 
the counterpart of the spectrum. ‘The latter is limited to the 
luminous, the former to the non-luminous rays. . . Mr. 
Heydon'sresearches are based on his conviction that everything, 
organic and inorganic, from electrons to the mighty universe 
itself, is surrounded by a sphere; that these spheres blend and 
tombine "in aecordance with the laws of force-contres," but 
that in all combinations “they retain their identity as do rays 
of light.” He believes that the distinctive energy that operates 
the clairoscope is a higher dynamic energy— nothing less, 
indeed, than that vital force which is characteristic of all life. 
"A name must be found," he says, for this vital force 
which is rhythmically circulating throughout the universe, 
forming the pulse of existence. The dream of the alchemist 
is founded in the nature of things, continues Mr. Heydon, 

and will be realised when mankind shall have discovered the 
simple process of polarising and depolarising electrons at will.” 


Miss Whiting states that while it is not possible to 
wnjeeture to what degree Mr. Heydon’s theories will bear 
the test of his future investigations, the clairoscope has 
been used to some extent with success in locating minerals. 


* * * * 


From that remarkable book, The Anatomy of Truth,“ 
by F. Hugh Capron, a copy of which will shortly be placed 
inthe L.S.A. Library, we print this week some eloquent 
passages on a subject which interested the 
thoughtful Spiritualist. He knows, for example, that 
certain people have the gift of prophecy, and this at once 
mises questions not only of “providence, foreknowledge, 
will and fate,” but also of the nature of time. Diotima 
told Socrates that “Love bridges the chasm,” a saying 
Which, having been applied to the gulf of death, might also 
be held to include the “ abysm of Time." Mr. Capron, as 
will be seen, considers Time from the standpoint of the 
emotions, and finds in it the opposite of the idea of 
“state.” The idea of the emotions as being independent 
of the time factor is a familiar one in poetry. Take 
Bailey's well-known lines from“ Festus“; “ We live in deeds 


has long 
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not years, in thoughts not breaths, In feelings not in figures 
on a dial”: or Adelaide Procter's beautiful poem in which 
a spirit’s penance of a thousand years was concentrated into 
a few moments. The fact that we have to bring everything 
to the test of human consciousness should make us careful, 
for human consciousness is as much subject to the flux of 
things as aught else. The one exception to this flux is 
that absolute 
Johnson thought he had disposed of Berkeley 


teality which we dimly cognise under all 
externals. 
when he kicked a stone along the street in the presence of 
Jut the philosopher's foot was not 
Nevertheless we think with 


the admiring Boswell. 
the touchstone” of Reality. 
Mr. Capron that in the emotions, and in Love, the greatest 
of them all, we shall find the solution of all our mental 
problems—and perhaps, vice-versa, wisdom will solve for 
us the problem of the emotions. 


* * LJ * 

While we are careful not to charge upon Religion or 
Science the follies and fallacies of their followers, we 
cannot always be mute regarding the blunders made by 
"authorities" past and present when speaking in the 
names of those great institutions. 
dent statements, the value of which may be judged in the 
They were received as 


Here are some confi- 


light of present-day knowledge. 
gospel by the multitude at one time : 

1. If the earth were spherical in form there must be people 
on the opposite side of the earth walking with their heads 
downwards like flies on a ceiling, and as such a condition is 
impossible the earth cannot be round. 

2. If the earth rotated daily all the water on the earth 
would be flung off, and as the ocean remains on earth, therefore 
the earth does not rotate. 

3. To assert that a steamship can cross the Atlantic is 
absurd, It is impossible that it can carry suflicient coals to 
perform the feat: therefore I will undertake to eat any steam- 
ship, coals and all, that crosses the Atlantic. 

The great philosopher who made this statement put his 
ideas on the subject in a pamphlet, some copies of which were 
taken to New York on the first steamship that crossed to 
America. 

1. Any man who states that an engine can travel twenty 
miles an hour on rails must be a lunatic. 

5. This so-called mesmerism is nothing but a trick and an 
imposition. The persons who practise it are impostors and 
those who believe in it are fools. 

Finally, there is a proposition the absurdity of which 
has yet to be completely exposed. It is a favourite posi- 
tion with a body of people wbo are called rationalists, 
apparently on the principle lucus а mon (исен о. (One 
cannot call them fools, because it is said that experience 
teaches fools, and experience never seems to teach the 
rationalist anything.) Here it is :— 

6. Psychic phenomena (so-called) are merely the work of 
conjurers and tricksters where they are not pure delusion. 
Those persons who think otherwise are feeble-minded men and 
women who are incompetent as observers, easily deluded, and 
in consequence of believing such things are at once to be ignored 
as competent or truthful witnesses. 


Тнв daimons (spirits) direct man often in the quality of 
guardian spirits in all his actions, as witness the daimon of 
Socrates, — PLATO, 
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GHOST OR SPIRIT. 


Was it his spirit, by spirits taught to write 
Above в mortal pitch, that struck me dead ? 
No, neither he, nor his compeers by night 
Giving him aid, my verse astonishéd, 
Ho, nor that affable familiar ghost 
BHAKESPEARK, 
A long time ago, so long that he has probably forgotten 
all about it, an amiable correspondent wrote in terms of 
gentle protest against our frequent use of the word " ghost“ 


and " ghost story," It would be better, he suggested, to 
lenve the word " ghost” out of our vocabulary, seeing that 
"it has become associated with youthful terrors, winter 
evenings, dim lights, and an uncomfortable feeling in the 
region of the spine.” By dropping this term he thinks we 
may be " helping to efface one at least of the errors that 
have unfortunately grown up in the minds of many regard 
ing our next state of existence," We wish it were possible 
to change the current of thought by such а method —if one 
сап speak of a current in connection with miiything во slow, 
stale nnd stagnant as the general idea of life after death, 
The fact is that an alteration of name for the same thing, 
while it may seem to effect a great change in the public 
attitude, only influences the superficialthose who are 
accustomed to confuse names with the things themselves, 
people who would flock to buy а rubbishy commodity if it 
were put on the market under some alluring title, and even 
they would find it out in the end, and shun it. There has 
been в terrible debasement of beautiful and august words 


during the last century or xo-— n whole book could be 
written on that subject alone. Let us take the words 
“God” and " Universe," which have been subjected to 


indignities that might make angela weep (if they had no 


sense of humour) We have many tines of late been asked 


to contemplate the spectacle of the Deity 
battle in a Prussian helmet ns a kind of old retainer of an 
And Buncombo's liver remedy, as every 


marehing to 


Imperial family 
body knows, ія famous throughout the Universe, 

No, tho bost way to cure the misuse of words is not to 
pander to the depraved tastes of those who misuse or mis 
understand them, but firmly to insist on their true mean 
ing by using them in that meaning, ‘This word " ghost " 
in а word with a splendid tradition, and is quite capable of 


being veatored to Ня old estate amongst words of magni ont 
moaning, It was novar used by our ancestors to indicate 
n bogey or n bogle, n thing to frighten children 
have heard of the Holy (how, 


withal 


otherwise we should never 
the Divine Spirit, But for the great wes which has come 
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to sober the thoughts of men and arrest the moral rotu 


ness whieh was ereeping into human life, we might е 
have found the word " spirit " in a short time fallen jy 
decay and bearing amongst its other meanings the 


“spook.” We were getting perilously near that stage 
v Words," said one of oui proverb makers, " are { 
wise man’s counters and the money of fools,” Neverthe 


there is a great deal in names, notwitwithstanding Sha 


speare's famous saying, which i 
We have a great respect for words, 
deal more than the umderlies 
instance, а man has what he esteems to be a new and gra 
it forth in loose, shamblin 


only true within limit 
They reveal à gral 
If, fo 


sense which them. 


truth, and is content to set 
phrases, without; any attempt at fitness or precision | 
terms, we know that the truth has somehow failed init] 
effect It has not inspired him towards ay 
attempt to give it of his best. Пе is content to set | 
diamond in putty or pinchbeck, And he has his reward 


his failure to impress those who are given to studying th 


upon him, 


effect of a truth upon those who proclaim it. 

We have more than once in these pages lamented th} 
poverty of language as regards our particular subject, Y 
have never been content with the word © Spiritualism, 
had become debased | | 


instance, not merely because it 
much ignoble use, but because it was not а precise term, 

Andrew Jackson Davis, in “The Present Age and Inn 
Life," tells us how, in the course of conversation will û 
advanced spirit, he remarked, “The people find gral 
difficulty in conceiving of ` spirit.’ 
sentiments, a conglomeration of ideas, something like wm] 
unsubstantial vapour, palpitating with drowsy life, tint] 
with different hues, yet ‘nothing’ after all excepti] 
sentimental consciousness of being or continuing to exist; 
То which the spirit responded, “The language of earthii 


too imperfect for this question. Words are used incon 
; wherefon 


siderately with meanings arbitrary and variable ; 
it is difficult to make new understood,” And th 
spirit communicator made the following pronouncement 


ideas 


with which we are in entire agreement : 


Man on this planet is yet but partially developed, Hi 
language is imperfect from the same cause that his mind is s 
and many words are used, originating in the confusion anl 
imperfection of the understanding, to convey a confused idoa 0 
something which his mind could not in reality explain; уй 
those words have passed into gonoral employment and oertair 
vaguo meanings are associated with thom, 


Asked by Davis to give an instance of this misuse o 
language arising from ignorance, the spirit replied 


Tho word " spirit" as used by man has no actual meaning, 
for spirit does not exist in tho infinite order and plonitule 
of things, Every thing in tho universo is a substance, & 
materiality, and the difference between the rudimental and the 


superior worlds consists simply in this; here in tho rudimenta! 1 


world matter ia progressing; there, in the superior world, 
matter is progressed, Horo mattor is ultimating; thore itis 
ultimated, and is consequently much moro veal than whore the 
external conditions are constantly changing, ‘hus man й 
employing words that have no real meaning but lead tho mind 
into error and that continually, 


That is a very valuable and appropriate contribution to 
n discussion of the question raised by our correspondent 
And as regards the word “ ghost” we think it is a little 


has a mom 


" spirit "certainly it 


We cannot afford to surrender it, and 


more than 
definite meaning, 

thus lose n synonym in n case where there nre so very 
A good deal of tho difficulty, a8 wo see it, arises nol 
human but from human 


For tho gross man is apt to regard his grow 


precise 


fi Ww 


from also 


merely ignorance 


arrogance 
noss па the standard of reality by which everything must be 
measured, A "ghost" to him is intangible, impalpable 


therefore it needs must be unreal, quite unworthy of the 


They think it a masso f 


June 16, 1917.) 


attention of one who can only worship in the presence of 
tho great god, Material Fact, Ie lives in the same world 
with electricity and learns nothing. He hears of 
and ether, and gathers no hints from them, But then, of 
mure, he is a man of common sense, He lives in a 
body which from the standpoint of ultimate reality is a 
fleeting wisp of rather murky cloud, and from that massive 
stronghold he pours ridicule on anything so vaporous and 
insubstantial as a ghost. Some day he will be a ghost 
himself, and will see nothing to laugh at; rather he will 
№ surprised and sorry when he finds out the truth of 
things. He will not find it out at once, of course. He will 
jot № light enough, airy enough, subtle and delicate 
enough. 
leis reasonably correct. 
wlidity, and he is certainly very dense. 


radium 


It may take ages; for on one thing about himself 
He nlways prided himself on his 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Тлонт” or June 18ra, 1887.) 


—"Wit and Wisdom" thinks that the subject of Spiritualism 
“his hitherto received comparatively little attention”! (there 
is vation in that “ comparatively ") and so it proposes to 
daw attention to it by inviting correspondence and by offering 
à medium £20 to produce "slate-writing by supernatural 
agency " in the editor's office or elsewhere, to the satisfaction 
of a committee of six, appointed in equal proportions by the 
litor and the secretary of the Society for Psychical Research. 
As I have before pointed out, both Eglinton and Evans have 
obtained psychographie phenomena in public meetings, though 
‘tho strain on the medium is great and favourable results are by 
nomeans certain, I have little interest in such challenges. They 
(ono good, and may do great harm, They are easily put in 
‘mich terms that it is almost impossible to meet them, and re- 
fund is hold to imply inability. Merely false issues are raised, 
and falso conclusions drawn, Put it another way. I aver that 
havo repeatedly seon a flash of forked lightning of a blue 
lint, Twenty pounds to the man, woman or child who produces 
V by supernatural agency " such a flash in " Wit and Wisdom” 
0100, to tho satisfaction of, &c. 
nothing " supernatural " in Psychography, and nothing reason- 
able in such so-called challenges. 


There is 


It is poor trifling. 


Our poor friend “Tho Rock” is та pother. Things do not 
O smoothly with it, as its eminent piety should surely deserve. 
Th “apostasy,” which we are proud to represent, flourishes 
and abounds ; books that “ disseminate its poisonous doctrines 
We very numerous” (they are, they are !), while anti-Spirit- 
ШШ books “aro but fow "—and very fatuous, I may venture 
Û add, I do not desire to rest that opinion solely on 
Шу own observation, and am pleased, therefore, to note 
lat thoro is a depth of fatuity which even “The Rock” 
ot quite away with. One Mrs. MeHardio has apparently 
given an “interesting account of some phases" of Spirit- 
Wis; and that is so far well. But she has not let 
Will alone, “Tho Rock" is bound to admit that the 
| oun is "a little marred by a wild attempt to bring the 
Cherubim into connection with it.” Alas! what have those 
* 1 beasts done that they should have Mrs, McHardie во 
traging thom?’ Doos sho think they aro Elementals, 
or Elementarios, or perchance a variant of John King? f 
iia is tho bost that our opponents ean do there is no particular 
use for surprise that “anti-Spiritualistic books are scarcely 
ng at all.“ People are not но silly as to buy stuff of that 
I am obliged to “The Rock” for tho admission that 
ritualista ave now very numerous” and Spiritualism “ os- 
Wally active.” If our poor friond knew Aow numerous they 
it would bo much disturbed, vory much disturbed indeed, 
host advice that we can give it is to koop to the goody- 
that requires no special mental aptitudes, but only 
assortion, “Tho Rock” is out of its depth in dealing 
pjoot that needs careful and unprojudiced investiga- 
ons of expert and capacity, 
| Notes by “ M, А, (Oxon).“ 


ee 


A GHOSTLY ADVENTURE. 


A Story THAT Мувтииво ANDREW LANG, 


In Licut of October 28th last we dealt with a Cornish 
ghost story, The Old Man of T'regennon Lodge,” to which ош 
attention was called by a distinguished member of the Society 
for Psychical Research, who described it as the most remark- 
able tale of the kind he had heard. We 


that we knew an even more wonderful story. 


remarked at the time 
It is related by 
Andrew Lang in his“ Dreams and Ghosts,” and we reproduce 


it here in his own racy style, 


THE GHOST IN BLAKE STREET 


In October, 1593, І was staying in a town which we shell 
call Rapingham, One night I and some kinsfolk dined with 
another old friend of all of us, a Dr. Ferrier, 
of dinner he asked à propos de bottes 

Have you heard of the ghost in Blake-street ? —a sunny, 
pleasant street of respectable but uninteresting antiquity in 
Rapingham. 

We had none of us heard of the ghost, and begged the 
His story ran thus have 
it in his own writing as far as its essence goes : 


In the course 


doctor to enlighten our ignorance 


“The house," he said, " belongs to my friends, the Applebys 
who let it, as they live elsewhere. A quiet couple took it and 
lived in it for five years, when the husband died, and the widow 
went away. 
house stood empty for some time, and all I know personally 
about the matter is that I, my wife, and the children were in 
the dining-room one Sunday when we heard unusual noises in 
the drawing-room overhead. We went through the rooms but 
could find no cause or explanation of the disturbance, and 
thought no more about it. 

About six or seven years ago I let the house to a Mr. 
Buckley, who is still the tenant. He was unmarried, and his 
family consisted of his mother and sisters. 
him to put the place in order, and before his arrival came to 
me in some irritation complaining that I had let them а 
haunted house! They insisted that there were strange noises, 
as if heavy weights were being dragged about, or heavy foot- 
steps pacing in the rooms and on the stairs, I said that I 
knew nothing about the matter. The stairs are of stone; 
water is only carried up to the first door; there is an unused 
system of hot air pipes, Something went wrong with the 
water-main in the area once, but the noises lasted after it was 


They made no complaint while tenants. The 


They preceded 


mended, 

think Mr. Buckley when he arrived never heard any- 
thing unusual, But one evening as he walked upstairs carry- 
ing an ink bottle, he found his hand full of some liquid. Think- 
ing that he had spilled the ink, he went to a window where he 
found his hand full of water, to account for which there was no 
stain on the ceiling, or anything else that he could discover 
On another occasion one of the young ladies was kneeling by a 
trunk in an attic, alone, when water was switched over her 
face, as if from a wet brush, There was a small pool of water 
on the floor, and the wall beyond her was sprinkled. 

“Time went on, and the disturbances were very rare; in 
fact ceased for two years till the present week, when Mrs. 
Claughton, a widow accompanied by two of her children, came 
to stay with the Buckleys. She had heard of the disturbances 
and the theory of hauntings—I don't know if these things 
interested her or поё, 

MRS. CLAUGHTON'S STRANGE EXPERIENCES. 


“ Karly on Monday, October 9th, Mrs. Claughton came to 
consult шо, Hor story was this: About a quarter-past one on 
Sunday night, or Monday morning, she was in bed with one of 
her children, the other sleeping in the room. She was awakened 
by footsteps on the stair, and supposed that a servant was 
coming to call her to Miss Buckley, who was ill. Tho steps 
stopped at the door, then the noise was repeated. Mrs. 
Claughton lit her bedroom candle, opened the door and listened. 
There was no one there, The clock on the landing pointed to 
twenty minutes past one, Mrs, Clanghton went back to bed, 
road a book, fell asleep, and woke to find the candle still lit, but 
low in the socket, She heard a sigh, and saw a lady, unknown 
to her, her head swathed in a soft white shawl, her expression 
gentle and refined, her features much emaciated. 

“The Appearance said, ‘Follow me,’ and Mrs, Claughton, 
taking the bedroom candle, rose and followed out on to the 
landing, and so into the adjacent drawing-room. She cannot 
remember opening the door, which the housemaid had locked 
outside, and she owns that this passage is dreamlike in her 
memory. Seeing that hor candle was flickering out, she sub- 
stituted for it a pink опо taken from a chiffonior, ‘The figuro 
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walked nearly to the window, turned 
To-me * 1 was 1 
back to her wher eld 1 

кыр, ly white 

„Only me—mother. G thinks she answered 
Afte * n 1 two hou he gas burning, she fell 
islee] The] lle from ing m chiffonier was 
in her candlesti 

ld hé 

of air, wł 1 So, as 8! 
on at Mr. Buckley's, I suggested that an elect: ilarm con 


municating with Miss Buckley's room should be rig 


this was d 

Here the doctor pause d, and as the events had happened 
within the week, we felt that we were at last on the track of a 
recent ghos 


A MYSTERIOUS MISSION 


" Next morning, about 


the Buckleys were aroused by 
; Mrs. Claughto 
ung she consulted me as to the whereabouts 
„let me call it ' Meresby.' I suggested the 
use of a postal directory ; we found Meresby, a place extremely 
unknown to fame, in an agricultural district about five hours 


the alarm 


a tremendous px 
a faint. Next 


\ 1 they found in 


of a certain plac 


from London in the opposite direction from Rapingham. To 
this place Mr in the interest and 
by the order of certain ghosts, whom she saw on Monday night, 
and whose injunctions she 


Claughton said she must go, 


ad taken down in a note-book. 
She has left Rapingham for London, and there," said the doctor, 


j my story ends for the present 

We expected it to end for good and all, but in the course of 
the week came a communication to the doctor in writing from 
Mrs. Claughton's governess. This lady, on Mrs. Claughton’s 
arrival at her London house (Friday, October 13th), passed a 
night perturbed by sounds of weeping, “loud moans,” and “a 
very odd noise overhead, like some electric battery gone 
wrong,” in fact much like the “warning” of a jack running 
down, which Old Jeffrey used to give at the Wesleys’ house in 
Epworth. There were also heavy footsteps and thuds, as of 
moving we ighty bodies. So far the governess. 

This curious communication I read at Rapingham on 
Saturday, October 14th, or Sunday, October 15th. On Monday 
I went to town. In the course of the week I received a lettex 
from my kinsman in Rapingham, saying that Mrs. Claughton 
had written to Dr. Ferrier, telling him that she had gone to 
Meresby on Saturday; had accomplished the bidding of the 
ghosts, and had lodged with one Joseph Wright, the parish 
clerk. Her duty had been to examine the Meresby parish 
registers, and to compare certain entries with information given 
by the ghosts and written by her in her note-book. If the 
entries in the parish register tallied with her notes, she was to 
pass the time between one o'clock and half-past one, alone, in 
Meresby Church, and communication from the 
spectres, All this she said she had done, and, in evidence of 
her journey, enclosed her half-ticket to Meresby, which a dream 
had warned her would not be taken on her arrival. She also 
sent a white rose from a grave to Dr. Ferrier, a gentleman in 
no sympathy with the Jacobite cause, which, indeed, has no 
connection whatever with the matter in hand. 

On hearing of this letter from Mrs. Claughton, I confess 
that, not knowing the lady, I remained purely sceptical. The 
railway company, however, vouched for the ticket. "The rector 
of Meresby, being appealed to, knew nothing of the matter. 
He therefore sent for his curate and parish clerk 

" Did a lady pass part of Sunday night in the church ? " 

The clerk and the curate admitted that this unusual event 
had occurred A Jady had arrived from London on Saturday ; 
had lodged with Wright, the parish clerk ; had asked for the 
parish registers, had compared them with her note-book after 
morning service on Sunday, and had begged leave to pass part 
of the night in the church, The curate in vain tried to dis- 
suade her, and finally, washing his hands of it, had left her to 
Wright, the clerk, To him she described a Mr. George Howard, 
deceased (one of the ghosts) He recognised the description, 
and he accompanied her to the church on a dark night, starting 
at one o'clock. She stayed alone, without a light, in the locked- 

up church from 1.20 to 1.45, when he let her out. 


receive 


MRS. CLAUGHTON'S TESTIMONY 


"Того now remained no doubt that Mrs. Claughton had 
really gone to Meresby, a long and disagreeable journey, and 
had been locked up in the church alone at a witching hour 

Beyond this point we have only the statements of Mrs 
Claughton, made to Lord Bute, Mr. Myers and others, and 
published by the Society for Psychical Research 
that after arranging the alarm-bell on Monday night (October 
Oth-10th), she foll asleep reading in hor dressing-gown, lying 
Sho wakened, and found the lady of the white 


She says 


outside her bed 
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shawl bending Am Id 
The figure gave, as testimony to cha 
Next Mrs. r 
healthy, sixty years old," who named hims 
George Howard, buried in Meresby churchyard, Meresby! 
» of which Mrs, Claughton, like most people, now 

irst time. 


over her. Mrs, Claughton said 
ing, or is it true ? " 


a piece of information, 


Claughton saw a male 


"tall, dark, 


for the He gave the dates of his marriage and deg 
seen by Mr. Myers in М 
He bade her verify these daté 
Meresby, and wait at 1.15 in the morning at the gray 
Richard Harte (a person, like all of them, unknown to M 
Claughton), at the 
Meresby Church. 

missed many events of interest by doing so 


which are correct, and have been 
Claughton's note-book. 


south-west corner of the south aisle 
This Mr. Harte died on May 15th, 1745, 
Mr. Howarda 
named and described Joseph Wright, of Meresby, as a many 
would help her, and he gave minute local information, M 
came a phantom of a man whose name Mrs. Claughton 
free to give; he seemed to be in great trouble, at first cover 
his face with his hands, but later removing them. Thes 
spectres were to meet Mrs. Claughton in Meresby Churehe 


give her information of importance on a matter concem 
apparently, the third and only unhappy appearance. Af 
these promises and injunctions the phantoms left, and № 
Claughton went to the door to look at the clock. Рей 
faint, she rang the alarum, when her friends came and fou 
her in a swoon on the floor. The hour was 1.20. 

What Mrs. Claughton’s children were doing all this ti 
and whether they were in the room or not, does not appear 

On Thursday Mrs. Claughton went to town, and| 
governess was perturbed, as we have seen. 

On Friday night Mrs. Claughton dreamed a number of thi 
connected with her journey; a page of the notes made fp 
this dream was shown to Mr. Myers. Thus her halí-ticket m 
not to be taken, she was to find a Mr. Francis, concerned 
the private affairs of the ghost, which needed rectifying, м 
so forth. These premonitions, with others, were all fulfill 
Mrs. Claughton, in the church at night, continued her convem 
tion with the ghosts whose acquaintance she had made at Rapin 
ham. She obtained, it seems, all the information needful { 
settling the mysterious matters which disturbed the ш 
ghost who hid his face, and on Monday morning she visited 
daughter of Mr. Howard in her country house in a рай 
“recognised the strong likeness to her father, and carried o 
all things desired by the dead to the full, as had be 
requested. The wishes expressed to her were perfech 
rational, reasonable and of natural importance.” 

The clerk, Wright, attests the accuracy of Mrs. Claughta 
description of Mr. Howard, whom he knew, and the corresps 
dence of her dates with those in the parish register and ont 
| found for her at her request. Mr. Муй 
"from a very partial knowledge" of what the Meresby ghost 
business was, thinks the reasons for not revealing this matte 
"entirely sufficient." The ghosts’ res to survine 
" effected the intended results," says Mrs. Claughton. 


graves, which he 


те8$: 


Of this story the only conceivable natural explanation’ 
that Mrs. Claughton, to serve her private ends, paid secret pre 
liminary visits to Meresby, got up” there a number of minut 
facts, chose a haunted house at the other end of England ast 
first scene in her little drama, and made the rest of the trouble 
some journeys, not to mention the uncomfortable visit {01 
dark church at midnight, and did all this from a hysterical low 
of notoriety. This desirable boon she would probably nev 
have obtained, even as far as is consistent with a pseudonp 
if I had not chanced to dine with Dr. Ferrier while the айу 
ture was only beginning. As there seemed to be a chance 
taking a ghost “on the half volley," І at once communicate 
the first part of the tale to the Psychical Society (usin 
pseudonyms, as here, throughout), and two years later Mn 
Claughton consented to tell the Society as much as she think 
it fair to reveal. 

This, it will be confessed, is a roundabout way of obtainiy 
fame, and an ordinary person in Mrs. Claughton’s positi 
would have gone to the Psychical Society at once, as Май 
Twain meant todo when he saw the ghost which turned ont! 
be a very ordinary person, 

There I leave those ghosts, my mind being in a just balan 
of agnosticism. If ghosts at all, they were ghosts with a pur f 


pose, ‘The species is now very rare, 


We have only one comment. Spirit interposition in th 


lives of persons on earth is not so rare as Andrew Lam 
But it is usually only apparent to a very cla 
vision. The rarity is when it comes in with phenomenal accom 


paniments as in the story, which, it is clear, 


supposed, 


mystified am 
impressed the brilliant Scottish journalist more th: 
to show openly. 


ın he care 


И Jane 16, 1917.) 
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- ПМЕ AND THE EMOTIONAL LIFE. 


— 


A Кву то THE PROBLEM Ot ETERNITY. 


And state is timelessness. These two, 
Hither is the negation of the 


Eternity is state. 
{ше and state, are reciprocals. 
ber. Whatever time is not, that is state. State, therefore, 
js existence without progression—condition without change. 
В the generic name for everything whose essence is that it 
enges not. It is that which in mathematics we term a con- 
stant; in mechanics equilibrium; in physics stability; in 
wonomies security; in meteorology calm; and in Religion 
pace—the peace of God, the peace of eternity. 


What is wanted, in order to cut us adrift from time alto- 
gether, is some influence that can render us independent of 
іше by making us indifferent to its rate of progression 
amething that can at once perform both of the two operations 
of retardation and acceleration, that can both compress long 
nto short and expand short into long. If only we can possess 
Relves of such a talisman, then we become wholly indepen- 
dent of time and wholly indifferent to its flight. Then fast and 
slow become empty names to us, and sequence disappears. 
The ш we detach ourselves from time completely and enter the 
state of eternity. 
As such a talisman to be found ? Yes; there is one emotion, 
за one only, belonging to human nature, which, when keenly 
excited, does possess, though in an incipient and imperfect 
ве, something of the mysterious power of annihilating in 
this way the sense of time and sequence. Love, when experi- 
enced in a very intense degree, does confer upon its possessor a 
kind of foretaste of this transporting faculty. True, the 
exercise of this faculty is far, indeed, from the measure of 
wompleteness, True, even the strongest love of which humanity 
Паз as yet proved itself capable is too weak to achieve the 
wulean feat of obliterating altogether the sense of time, 
it, in spite of these imperfections, love furnishes the clue to 
Solution of the problem. For love exhibits unmistakably a 
edenoy to blunt the sense of time, however imperfectly this 
function шау be performed. Undoubtedly it is one of the 
Properties of this strange rapture that it induces a state of 
Consciousness in which, whilst the vital energy is stimulated to 
the highest pitch of intensity, the sense of sequence becomes 
blurred and indistinct. 
Possibly there are not many who can attest from personal 
Experience the truth of this assertion. For, apparently, the 
faculty of loving very intensely—or at all events the opportunity 
for the intense exercise of the fac ulty—occurs but seldom. But 
e who have ever known what it is to be utterly absorbed 
an overmastering, overwhelming, passionate love are con- 
vous that during the continuance of that condition the sense 
Mime disappears. To love truly and really, with all the heart 
nd soul and mind, to lose oneself in love, is, to some extent 
all events, to leave the category of sequence and approach 
в category of state, to exchange time for a foretaste of 


ity. 
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“The power of love to distort the apparent speed of time із 
И confined to the compression of a long period into a short 
‚ It extends also to the converse process of expanding 
into long. It can magnify as well as minify. This latter 
culty is well described by an author now almost forgotten, 
ut who was widely read in his day, and who contrived to 
convoy, under cover of a somewhat pedantic style, a large 
mount of truth and worldly wisdom :— 


Love: what a volume in a word, an ocean in a tear, 
A seventh heaven in а glance, a whirlwind in a sigh, 
The lightning in a touch, a millennium in a moment! 

Martin К. TUPPER. 


"No one can fail to recognise in these lines a vivid picture 
f the magnifying power of this strange transport. We must, 
10 E make all necessary allowance for poetic inílation ; 
| oven во, the truth of the poet's words will be readily 
mitted by everyone who has ever tasted the bitter-sweet of 
asionate affection. То love, all things are possible, It 
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can contract years into days. It can expand a moment into 
an age. In the words of Milton, when describing ideal love, аз 
exemplified by the two first lovers, "imparadised in one 
another's arms," 

With thee conversing I forget all time. 


Love such as that of which we are speaking—love of the 
highest intensity experienced in human nature—is inexplicable 


and indescribable. 


Now it is a highly significant fact that two of the most 
prominent attributes which Religion ascribes to God are the 
attributes of Love and of Timelessness. On the one hand, 
God is Love.” And, on the other hand, with Him “ one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." We 
have only to compare the combination of love and timelessness 
thus ascribed to God with Jacob's seven years' service com- 
pressed by love into a "few days," and the lover's “ moment” 
expanded into an age, to see that, as regards timelessness, 
human love and divine are essentially the same. In either case 
there is the same indifference—the same superiority—to time. 


Both are the same in kind. "They differ only in degree. And 


when we turn to consider the question of degree, we find every 


reason to believe that the love of God can accomplish all that 
Religion claims for it. How immeasurably does the keenest 
human affection fall short of the standard of the love of God! 
Whatever love may be in its fullest perfection, its rarest virtue, 
its most refined quintessence— that is God. And if the love 
of God so far surpasses human love, its potentialities must be 
correspondingly greater too 

In the case of human love we know that the extent of that 
"sweet forgetting" which obliterates time varies with the 
intensity of the love. 1f, then, tbe comparatively feeble force 
of the strongest human love is capable of such intensity as 


baflles description, what shall we say of the love of God? И 
one human being can inspire in another a love which can com- 
press years of disappointment and hope deferred into a few 
days—which can forget all time "—is it to be doubted that 
such a love as “the love of Christ which passeth knowledge " is 
capable of expanding one day into a thousand vears, and of 


concentrating a thousand years into one day? And what is 
this but to resolve time into timelessness? Have we not in 
such a love every element that is required for the complete 
annihilation of time? It satisfies the requirements of 
Philosophy at the same time that it fulfils the declarations of 
logy alike such a love is the 


Religion. To Philosophy and ' 
connecting link between time and eternity. 

It is not difficult to find confirmation, both theological and 
philosophie, of the foregoing interpretation of the relations of 
love to eternity. For the theological confirmation we have 
not far to look, for the interpretation receives an express 


sanetion and authority from the lips of Christ Himself : 


And behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted Him, 
saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
He said unto him, What is written in the law ? how readest 
thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbour as thyself. 
And He said unto him, Thou hast answered right : this do, and 
thou shalt live. 


So that, on Christ's own showing, love to God and man is 
Love which “ never faileth ” is 


And thus love is 


suflicient to ensure eternal life. 
the "treasure in heaven that faileth not." 
the passport of eternal life. Love ts eternity. 

-From “ The Anatomy of Truth,” by Е. Носн Capron. 
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THE SUMMERLAND. 


We give below, with some slight modifications in the 


phrasing, a mess 
correspondent :— 


Why do we generally see such a refined, youthful and calm 
expression on the face of the good person who has just passed on 


to the higher life ? 


the peace and joy of the glad new life to which it was awaking ? 

For on entering the wonderful Summerland, so little 
dreamed of in its earthly existence, the first thing of which 
the translated spirit is cognisant is a feeling of ecstatic peace 
that peace which passes understanding—and the next is a 
sense of freedom never known before, of emancipation from 
physical limitations. With this peace and liberty comes also 
a great joy due to the loving ministrations of welcoming angel 
Thus is the consciousness awakened from the last earthly sleep, 
and then begins the new birth into spirit life. 

At first some difficulty is experienced in adapting oneself 
to the new and untried country. Although the spirit form is 
(with the exception of accidental disfigurements and the tell- 
tale marks of time or illness) an almost exact replica of the 
physical body which it formerly inhabited, the spirit cannot on 


8. 
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age received in automatic writing by а lady 


May it not be because the spirit ere leaving 
its earthly tenement has stamped on the features something of 


arrival in spirit life immediately accustom itself to its use. 


But the angel ministrants soon make newly-arrived souls 
They lift 


perfectly at home in their bewildering environment 
the weight of earthly sickness so recently experienced, and 
endeavour to give the needful repose. The newcomers are 
taken to a place called the " Mount of Unconsciousness" until 
sufficiently awakened to ask questions and receive advice. 
Some difficulty is usually experienced then in engaging their 
attention, because they are so filled with wonder and joy that 
other sensations are for the time being in abeyance till complete 
sou] consciousness is attained, 

Can you wonder that it is sometimes distasteful to those 
living in the Summerland to go down into the astral plane to 
breathe the less rarefied air? However, they know it is their 
duty to help in some way to raise humanity from its low con- 
dition. 1f people do not grow above the astral plane in their 
earth life, they must for some time remain denizens of it, 
sincerely regretting the opportunities for character-building 
missed during their former life. Selfishness is such a deplor- 
able sin that we must outgrow it before entering into the sun- 
shine of this spiritual realm. The necessity is also great of 


living beyond desire, and touching the borderland of uni- 
versal love, 


Love to be unselfish must be pur« 
defiled, because if in any way sensual, it means 
to another soul Nothing that hurts can enter here, 
nothing that makes anyone feel left out in the cold, or 
not wanted, which on the earth plane is too often the case 
Reciprocal sympathetic love is all in all. In the Summerland 
the auras of the sojourners exactly represent their attitude of 
soul. 


and un- 
a wrong 


Deception is unknown, for law reigns supreme, and 
spirits see both themselves and others as they actually are. No 
attempt at concealment is of any use whatever; everything 
must be quite straightforward. The loving attitude of the 
missionary spirits to delinquents is far more effective in winning 
them to a better mind than any censorious words could be. 
Living day by day in such a spiritual atmosphere, it is possible 
to acquire a higher tone of thought In th 
favourable environment spiritual and 
thoughts and feelings which may have lain 
dormant during the earth-life, or through business worries and 
everyday cares were denied full opportunities for 
here blossom forth in beauty of character. The law of com- 
pensation is ever active, and the fountain of love 
in the beautiful Summerland 


is new and more 


mental advancement 
proceed apace 


expression, 


is never dry 


many 


Psycnomerny.—In view of the interest shown by 
new readers in psychometry, we may call attention to the 
address to be delivered by Mr. Kobert King on this subject at 
Steinway Hall, on Sunday evening next, at 7 o'clock b 
Advt.) 

RELIGION AND Screxce The seventeenth of Mr. John 
Coutts’ series of " Homely Thoughts entitled 
" Homely Thoughts on Science, Love and Religion in the Light 
of the Law of Development" (©. Lyall, : Hard y-terrace, 
Wood Green, N, 4d). The author's thought, elaborated 
through more than sixty closely printed pages, takes the form 
of representing Love as intervening to still the strife between 


pamphlets is 


Science and Theology (representing Religion) His aim is to 
show that Science has perfect liberty to enter in 
whole universe of Truth ; and at the same time Religion, not 
dogmatic theology, may enjoy all that Science can discover, 
and in retarn bestow upon Science still higher 


and enjoy the 


blessings 


June 16, ]9 


"IS GOD DEAD?" 


Miss E. P. Prentice writes : 


Chancing to pick up a book bearing this title, I wonder 


if anyone had replied to the question. I should say 0 
startlingly alive and that we are dead in trespasses s 
also that by permission of the world's overwhelming sorrow 
calamity He is making us alive. Our feeling concerning 
is the result of inertia. 
eliminate the self and he is at once spiritual. 

God suffers in the 


sacrifice. 


creature, and this suffering i 


certain minds its impress remains, it is gold tried in thef 
purified by the burning of the self, the universalised g 
alone surviving for the redemption of the race, G 
usually alert. 
good but with that which shall enable man to realise 
heritage as a son of God. 


THE LATE ARCHDEACON WILBERFORCE, 
The following letter appeared in the “ Daily Telegraph 
the 6th inst. :— 


Sm,—A year has passed since the death of Archdes 
Wilberforce, late chaplain of the House of Commons, ani 
will be a great favour if you will allow us the opportunity 
making known the state of the memorial fund. About £15 
has been subscribed, and a friend has offered £200 upon 
condition that a sum of £2,000 is raised for the endowment 
the institute in St. John's, Westminster. Memorial tabl 
have been promised by two friends for St. Mary 
ampton, and St. John's, Westminster. Contribution 
memorial fund may be sent to the Bishop of Willesden, 
Frognal-gardens, N. W. 3.— Yours faithfully, 


Sun 


HEREERT E. Rye, Bishop, Dear 
of Westminster 
James W. Lowruer, Speaker of 
the House of Commons. 
С. W. E. Russet 
W. W. WILLESDEN. 
London, June 4th. | 


AroLLowivs of Tyana at Ephesus sees clairvoyantly t 
assassination of Domitian at Rome, crying out suddenly, v 
his friends, Strike him down, the tyrant! And, in a fa 
minutes: " The tyrant is killed." Mat sm has no expla 
tion of that. It can only refuse to believe the acc 
“ Psychical Investigations, by J. ARTHUR Нил 


Uxpzz the title of " Why I am a Spiritualist, * “ Pears 
Weekly" cf the 2nd inst. prints an interview with Maje 
General Sir Alfred Turner (with portrait) 


To the intervier 


Sir Alfred related one of his experiences of spirit agency, a 
is reported as saying that " Spiritualists 
the knowledge that by the measure of opposition wl 


derive comfort fram 


branch of science or discov 


ry meets with in its early stags 
may be gauged the measure of its ultimate success," 


TugkE will be cordial wishes in many part 
area for Lady Dorothie Feilding, whose en 
Charles Moore, Irish Guards, of Mooresfort, ‘ 
announced. 


of the кш 
zement to Capta 
ipperary, is ju 
She is the gallant daughter of the Earl of De 
bigh, and stands first on the list of British women to rece 
the Military Medal. This was for her with Dr. Hede 
Munro's field ambulance, close behind the Belgian trenches.” 
" Star.” 


ervice 


We have received one letter of criticism on Mr. К. Bodding 
ton's paper at the recent Annual Convention of the L. LS. s 
South-place. The critic, a lady (M. Evelyn Howells), whik 
admitting that the paper was in several respects an excelled 
disagrees with its author on two pointe 


To exclod 
clairvoyance and spirit communications from the publie ріш 
form would, she holds, deprive Spiritualistic services of the 
special distinction and power of conviction. 


“Many of thos 


who come to confute and ridicule, remain to 


conhirm an 
I can instance a president and secretary in the neared 


our correspondent writes from Southall) who were cap 


These and в legion of others wod 
probably never attend the more private séance 


endorse 


centre 


tured. n that manner 


Spiritual 
would then be robbed of its greatest advocates and supporters.” 


Even more seriously erroneous, in his critic's view, is Mr. Bod 
dington's proposal to suppress the name Christian“ in co 
nection with Spiritualism, She submits that this anti-Christiss 
sentiment is the cause of much retardment of the movement 
"The ranks of Spiritualism are chiefly recruited from th 
Christian churches. To make the name taboo is suicidal.” 


1, 


( 


Man is made sensitive to self-interes 


When a whole mass of thought has passed thron 


He is overcoming evil, not with phenome 
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Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 
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Subscription to December 318, 1917, 
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SATURDAY, 


MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half-a-Guinea. 


For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance 
apply to the Secretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
STEINWAY HALL, 
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. 1. 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, ar 7 рм. 
No Admission after 7,10 pam 
MRS. CANNOCK. 
a Mr. Robert King. 
Welcome to all. Admission Free. Collection. 


Steinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge's. Oxf abs St., 
1 five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Static 


Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 


July 1st 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 


Owing to the sudden indisposition of Mrs. Fairclough- 
Smith the hall will be closed, and re-open in October. 


7.45 for 8 p.m, Mns. FAtBCLOUGH-SMITH 
Jaker-street, W. 


WEDNESDAY, 27th inst., 
vill give a farewell address at 30, York street, 
Silver Collection. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
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| The London Spiritualist Alliance seeks а copy of each of the 

| following books either by gift or purchase :— 

А. Factor in Medicine. By А1ғккр T. Scnorigi0, M.D. 
of Truth. By Е. HUGH Carron. 

d ly Life (Vol. I.). By ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, 


- Principles of Psychology (Vol. L). By Pror, WILLIAM JAMES, 
i of Spirit Intercourse. By Axoxgw Jackson Davis. 
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"CONCENTRATION AND WILL- POWER. 
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THE RIVER OF DEATH 
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BRERETON. 
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Sosh that vast numbers of human being main fe л : 
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While the war is sapping the world’s material resource . а : : 
md immensely reducing the energies formerly devoted t 
he ordinary activities of life, there seems to x g t t 
into the world, as though to fill the vacuum trer 9 r be erat 
mount A what may be terme pirit po prote But e the g - 
erm is a little vague, but we use it to imp regeneratis Е nproved to ат tent that п t 
et revolutionary forces. They are in the nat ( Р г fer t t 1 ts beg gs, t x 
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pursue their olden grooves unmolested T. Ing for ft í 
Макет to their core by the irruption of the ne n the n ray 
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being transmuted into form» more adapted to the time, at to more refined f act Е А 
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ибн Vile to obstruct, with sullen obstinacy, the last enemy gi Я f 1 
by which they are challenged and opposed, But * is our conviction _ g y fr : | 
Me, being fresh and strong, snaps and shatters the old The Armageddon of to-day is indubitabil t strugg j 
forma one by one, and n few months or even weeks are on the plane of the ape and the ti; the last strugg 
sufficient to transform institutions which in ordinary times brute materialism to retain ita over + man 
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With the passing of the fear of death will come a 
‚ the con 


spirit. 
better understanding of the meaning of life, 
tinual conquest of physical limitations by intelligence. 
There are German aviators—we do not overlook that point. 
If we could see into their minds we doubt not that we 
should find some of them feeling as Mercury might feel 
on discovering that he had unwittingly become the tool of 


Minotaur, the devourer of human flesh. 


THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MRS. SUSANNA HARRIS. 


While I was making a few notes of a personal matter of 
which I wished to keep a memorandum in connection with 
some excellent evidential details given me very recently by 
Mrs. Susanna Harris, it occurred to me that they might perhaps 
For the sake of 
brevity I run two occasions together; they were separated by 


have some interest for inquirers and readers. 


& few days only. 

At a meeting conducted by Miss Estelle Stead, Mrs. Harris 
kindly gave some clairvoyant descriptions in an incidental 
manner—it was not part of the programme. 

After one or two ofthe other sitters had been addressed 
Mrs. Harris turned to me—I may be known to her by sight 
but there is no personal acquaintance between us. She said: 
" There is a gentleman by your side. He is your brother. You 
I said Les.“ Mrs. 
Harris proceeded: " He passed on before the war began." 
(Correct. She then said he wished us—my sister was present 
to wear something of his, as he could then get into touch 
with us better; and she, or he, suggested his watch and chain. 

Most of my brother's personal property was given away. I 
had almost forgotten we had his watch and chain. In fact, at 
the moment I was under the impression a nephew had them. 

Mrs. Harris then gave perfectly accurate details about the 
sudden illness, severe pain, and where the pain was situated; 
an operation and his unexpected death from heart failure 
afterwards ; unexpected by himself, she said, which was correct 
—he did not know his condition was serious. 

Mrs. Harris then said, " He thanks you for the flowers." 

The anniversary of my brothers death had taken place a 
few days previously. 


have a brother on the other side? 


I always put flowers in his room on that 
date, a fact which I am sure is unknown to anyone outside the 
few members of the family living in the house. 

Mrs. Harris then got the initials “Е” and W.“ I said 
I had relatives with those initials, without adding that they 
were my father and his brother. 

She said, “One was an uncle.” And then she went back 
to my brother, who wished me to try for automatic writing ; 
after which she went on—" William—who is William?” And 
without waiting for a reply, she added, “Someone was 
drowned.” I said, Yes; William was drowned.” 

Here Mrs, Harris became somewhat cautious. She asked, 
“It was an accident, wasn't it? 

1 answered that his death was always understood to have 
been due to an accident. She then said, " Well, William sends 
his love to you and he says he knows better now." 

The facts are that my uncle William was found drowned 
after a calm summer night, at a seaside place where he had 
gone for a few days' holiday, more than forty years ago. There 
was no evidence at the inquest to suggest foul play, nor was 
there any reason shown why he, a young man of very cheerful 
disposition, should have taken his life. But I recall conversa- 
tions not meant for the ears of a small child—talks between my 

father and mother at the time of my uncle William's death. 
There were reasons, not made publie, why he might have been 
suffering from depression. I do not know where Mrs. Harris 
could bave got the information about bim except from William 
himself. Telepathy from my mind seems out of the question. 
I saw little of this uncle while he lived. I was too young to 
take any interest in his tragic death, and 1 can safely say I have 


lly ever thonght of him since. 
— ae 8. M. B. 


————— — 


We note with regret the decease of Lord Dewar, Judge of 


the Court of Session, Edinburgh, who was an apprec iative 
reader of LIGHT, 


LOST ATLANTIS, 


f Continued. from page 187.) 


Dr. Paul Schliemann then goes on to say 


“I realised that I faced a serious problem indeed, ; 
all the astonishing evidence, greater by far than anyone drear 
left me by my grandfather. "There were other notes 
in the secret safe in Paris and the strict injune 
that I should keep the matter secret until I had followed 
his instructions, and had finished my researt h 

“In my research I have made it a principle to retire i 
such a seclusion that no periodical could reach me 
shall pursue the same course until my book is finished 

However, I have been willing to follow the invitation of t 
paper (the Star Company’ has the copyright) and to reve 
this secret of my illustrious grandfather, and to give som 
the facts I have discovered, and why I claim to be the de 
coverer of Atlantis. I proceed to what happened after J re 
Heinrich Schliemann's documents 

“ I at once proceeded to investigate the hidden collectio 
in Paris. The owl-headed vase was unique, of obviously extre 
ordinarily ancient origin, and on it I read this inscription 
Pheenician characters, From the King Chronos of Atlanta 
I hesitated for days to break it, for I still thought that las 
letter of my grandfather might have been the result of mir 
weakened by the approach of death. 1 could see no rea 
why it should be broken, it seemed empty. I cannot tell, ere 
now, how he came to know it should be broken; it may be bs 
had found other vases of the kind at Hissarlik, and had broka 
them. Не may have saved this vase because he felt that ш 
absolute proof of the evidence should be in the possession of 
the one who should take up his work. 

After all I broke it. I was not a little startled when out a 
the bottom of the vase slipped a square of white, silvery mets 
upon which were drawn strange figures, and an inscriptio 
which was not like any hieroglyphs or writings I had ever sez 
On the obverse side was engraved, in ancient Phumicam, 
“Issued in the Temple of Transparent Walls.’ How did the 
metal get in the vase? I do not know. The neck was too small 
for its insertion, but there it was, and it had been imbedded in 
the clay of the bottom, and my grandfather had evidently 
known it was there. 

“Tf the vase was from Atlantis, the piece must have com 
from there too, and yet my examination show ed me that th 
Pheenician letters had been cut in after the object had bem 
under the die that made the figures on the face. This iss 
mystery to me even now. But there is the evidence. 

Besides this I found in the collection the other material 
objects which my grandfather had said came from Atlantis 
One was a ring of the same peculiar metal as the coins o 
medals. There was a strange-looking elephant of fossilised 
bone, an extremely archaic vase. The map by which the 
Egyptian captain had sought for Atlantis was there too. 1 
prefer to save other objects for my extended work, nor could 
I, under the instructions of my grandfather, tell of them. It 
is sufficient to say, no scientist can controvert them. The 
owl vase, the bronze vase, and the ring have the Phenician 
inscription. The elephant and coins had not. 

“I . . started to excavate around the ruins of Sais. | 
found no trace of what I wanted. But one day I made 
the acquaintance of an Egyptian hunter, who showed mes 
collection of old medals he had found in a sarcophagus in one 
of the tombs near by. Who can describe my surprise in find- 
ing among his collection two of the same design and size ss 
the white medal I had found in the vase of Troy * The figures 
were not so plain of detail, and the inscription was lacking— 
but they were undoubtedly of the same origin as mine. I pre 
cured them from the hunter, and investigated the sarcophagus 
It proved to be that of a priest of the first dynasty, one of the 
most ancient. 

" Yet, was I not progressing? Here was the coin in the 
vase of Troy which, if my grandfather was right, came from 
Atlantis, and here were two of the same kind in a sarcophagus 
of a priest of the first dynasty of the Temple of Sais, the 
temple which held the records of Atlantis, and whose priest 
had recited them to Solon—the temple which had been founded 
by a son of Atlantis who had run away with a ' daughter of 
Chronos, the name which was on the vase of Hissarlik that 

held the coin. How explain ? 

eis called. to my aid two great French geological experts, 
and we examined the West Coast of Africa at the points where 

my grandfather had indicated, and where he had believed 
the ancient Atlantis had touched that land. We found the 
whole shore here covered with signs of volcanic action. Some 
distance from the shore these evidences dropped, for many 
miles it was as though the volcanie action had chopped away 
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land from the coast. Here I found an object of inestimable 
value to my research. It was the head of a chill done in the 
pane metal as that which formed the i ing and the medals, It was 
embedded in an incrustation of volcanic ash of great age. The 
chemical analysis showed it to be exactly of the same strange 
alloy I have described. 

JT went to Paris and sought the owner of the Central 
American collection which my grandfather alluded to. He 
consented that I should break his owl-headed vase for the pur- 
pose of investigation. I broke the vase. 

“And out of it slipped a medal of exactly the same size 
and material as the three I had. The only difference was in 
the arrangement of the hieroglyphs. 

Here were five links. The coins in my grandfather's 
secret collection. The coin in the Atlantis vase, The coins 
in the Egyptian sarcophagus, ‘The coin in the vase from 
Central America. The head from the Moroccan coast. 

“Tat once went to Central America, Peru, Mexico А 
to the Chucuna Valley. I will say that although I found 
fragments of owl-headed vases, I found no more medals there, 
but . . . inscriptions that will startle the world. I found 
other medals at the Pyramid of Scohuatican, in Mexico, of 
the same alloy, but with different script. 

I have reasons for saying that the strange medals were 
i money e forty thousand years ago. 

e Temple of Transparent Walls" was one of the 
national treasuries of the Lost Continent. . . Among the 
s I have to reveal in my book, there are clear indications 
of the City of the Golden Gates,’ as it was called, and two 
dear references to the ‘Temple of Transparent Walls.’ 
Lan prove that the Phoenicians got their knowledge of 
== from 'the people who lived beyond the Pillars of 
б es, 

“T pass on to the translation of a Mayan manuscript which is 

part of the collection of Le Plongeon—the ‘Troano manu- 
Lriht, Which can be seen in the British Museum, which 


# In the year of Okan, on the 11 Mulue, in the month Zac, 
there occurred terrific earthquakes which continued without in- 
_ eruption until the 13 Chuen. The country of the hills of 
d, the Land of Mu, was sacrificed. Being twice upheaved 
disappeared during the night, being continually shaken by 
ie fires of the under earth. Being confined, these caused the 
land to sink and to rise several times and in various places. 
At last the surface gave way, and then ten countries were torn 
asunder and were scattered. They sank with their 64,000,000 
o c. eight thousand years before the writing of this 


"In the records of the old Buddhistic Temple at Lhassa 
there is to be seen an ancient Chaldean inscription written 
about 2,000 years p.c. It reads: 


"When the star Bal fell on the place where there is now 
\ only sea and sky, the Seven Cities with their " Golden Gates " 
and Transparent Temples” quivered and shook like the leaves 
" Tof a tree in storm. And behold a flood of fire and smoke 
M arose from the palaces. Agony and cries of the multitude 
led the air. They sought refuge in their temples and citadels. 
Aud the wise Mu, the hieratic of Ra-Mu, arose and said to 
‘them, Did I not predict all this? And the women and the 
шеп in their precious stones and shining garments lamented : 
Мп, save us!" And Ма replied, “ You shall die together 
with your slaves and your riches, and from your ashes shall 
arise new nations. If they forget they are superior not be- 
cause of what they put on, but of what they put out, the 
same lot will befall them!” Flame and smoke choked the 
words of Mu. The land and its inhabitants torn to pieces and 
swallowed by the depths in a few months’ |? moments). 
` “How account for these two stories—one from Tibet, the 
other from Central America, each mentioning the same cata- 
узт, and each referring to the land of Ми? 
“When I throw open all the facts I have, there will be no 


mystery about it.” 
Then (writes Mr. Colson) there is some further reference 
‘to his grandfather's documents and his signature: Paul 


Schliemann. 

In the course of his comments on the case Mr. Colson 
writes :— 

Iam profoundly interested in the question of Atlantis, as I 
think all who have crossed the North Atlantic and intelligently 
observed the equatorial current, south and west, and again 
_ north by the Gulf Stream, will ask themselves this question : 

Why do these currents take their present course? Is there 
not some other cause than the generally accepted one? Has 
not the great submarine plateau, known as the “Dolphin 
Ridge,“ something to do with the question ? And this ridge, 
` what is its origin? Does not the present position of the 


у 


EH. 


Azores, Bermuda, Madeira and the ( anary Isles sho: 
is good reason to believe that a f 
—once existed there, and that the 

currents define its coast-line * 


FATHER VAUGHAN AND SPIRITUALISM. 


The " Pall Mall Gazette," of the 11th inst., contained the 
following reply by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to Father Vaughan's 
recent attack on Spiritualism through the columns of that 
journal :— 
To the Еріток of the Part MALL GAZETTE 
Sin, — Father Vaughan should learn by the history of his 
own order, which has often been unjustly attacked, to be more 


moderate in his censures upon others 


it is that I declare we must sweep the coun 
charlatans.” In using these words he is eviden 
to fraudulent mediums, especially as tl 
with a thinly veiled allusi 
Vaughan confined h 


have both the 
ualists upon hi 
movement 

The whole context shows, hower 
forcibly attack is everyone who belie 
really studied the | 
the dead survive eve 
communication with 
thirdly, that many people have been confirmed in or converted 
to the belief in a future life by such experience, and have thus 
attained great spiritual good from it. Indeed, it may be said 
that the only valid answer to materialism lies in the phenomena 
of Spiritualism. 

I can assure Father Vaughan that the people who t 
this are as goed and earnest as he is himself, and very 
more open-minded and charitable. When hetal 
them for their beliefs an 
he is using language which was sinis 
but is out of place in the twentieth 

ARTHUR Сохах ротія 

Windlesham, Crowborough, Sussex 


ASTROLOGY AND THE END OF THE WAR. 


Astrology, of which our old contributor the late Mr. C. С, 


Massey was so able an exponent, has never found much favour 


with our readers, perhaps because of its continual failure to 


justify itself. Mr. Massey once essayed to prove his cas 


series of predictions, which somehow went wrong. The re 


proved many times, 


of the prophetic faculty has of course 
more particularly in connection with clairvoyance, but the 
prophet is frequently at fault in the matter of time, and 
been fulfilled 


r prophets to 


predictions hat 


although there are cases 
to the very day, it is usually very unsafe І 
venture оп days and times. ° Sepharial,” however, in the 
British Journal of Astrology” for June, greatly daring, tells 


us that as a result of certain planetary positions ` the Kaiser’ 
doom, and with it that of the Hohenrollerns, will be sealed on 
the night of the 20th August.” "On that day,” we read, 
“ Despotism fails for ever." And in a sketch of the German 
Crown Prince's horoscope we are told that he will never reign 
over Prussia but will be denuded of his inheritance, and " the 
lunation of the 17th August" marks for him the beginning of 
the end. So may it be. 

The “ Prussian beast, as Sepharial describes the nation 
which provoked the war, has fed overlong on human blood. It 
will be of interest to see how astrology bears the test on this 
occasion, for here are dates definitely given. (“In the name 
of the prophet, dates!” ) 

In an astrological study of Sir Douglas Haig (whose sisters 
have furnished Sepharial with some interesting particulars) 
we find the month of August next powerfully marked in his 
horoscope, which in a way seems confirmatory of the other 
predictions in which August is the month of fate for the Kaiser 
and the Crown Prince. 

Elsewhere in the journal we see that Mr. Lloyd George is 
promised a political defeat and serious illness in 1921. 
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THE BALANCES. 


It may be said not only that exactness is an art, but 


that no form of art That great 


abstraction, Truth itself, for which many profess the 


is complete without it. 


deepest devotion and the keenest solicitude, is, in human 
experience, divided up into many parts, some of them so 
small and apparently commonplace that the champion of 
Truth, if he is not very careful, is in continual danger of 
overlooking them. There is, for instance, punctuality—a 
small thing but none the less part of the great truth of 
things. It was recently remarked by a writer on mysticism 
that one of the signs of the true mystic is that he is always 
careful to keep his appointments! The mystic, in short, 
is one who, having been privileged to gain a vision of Truth 
in her inner sanctuaries, takes with him something of her 
inspiration into the outer courts of the temple, and aspires 
to become true to time and true to fact. Of course there is 
always the danger of concentration on one aspect tothe neglect 
of the rest. The world laughs at the purist, the precisian, the 
pedant, not because they are sticklers for exactitude, but 
because they exaggerate some particular phase of it, and in 
their zeal for mechanical truth become untrue to life itself. 
Part of the general duty we owe to truth is to hold the 
balances as exactly as we can, so that we may distribute 
our powers justly. That, indeed, belongs to the art of 
exactitude, an art especially difficult for the specialist, or 
for him who by reason of an excess of devotion to one 
Rostand, the 
French dramatist, gives us an excellent example of the 


idea earns for himself the name of crank. 


artirts love of precision in that dramatic scene where 
Cyrano de Bergerac fights a duel, and at the same time 
composes a perfect ballade, managing his swordsmanship 
and his poetry with such exquisite skill that he contrives to 
" pink " his opponent at the precise instant that he declaims 
the last words of the last line of the a Envoi,” M A la fin de 
l'envoi je touche.” That, of course, was only a theatrical 
flourixh, but it isa good example of the just balance of 
Cyrano, however, i$ a rare figure on the world’s 


that 


JOWETP, 
1 


stage. Most of us discover precision is only to be 


attained by concentrating our attention on one thing at a 


time; but a just sense of our limitations is also part of 


the art of exactness, 

There is probably no subject under the sun concerning 
which there has been «o much vain talk of exactness as the 
subject of psychical phenomena. It has become for some 
very commonplace minds the proof and touchstone as to 
It has hap 


a reliable observer or not. 


that a 
direction of precise observation 


whether a man 1 


pene | several time person whose whole life and 


training have been in the 


ome super 


tatement ha ter witnessing 


nd preci 


e 


normal fact and testifying to its realit 
reputation for ассига‹ unongst the ho, not 
witnessed the thing, considered themselves ( T 
the same fact) the best idges ol hether it n Л 
not. And to hear ch people holding fort 
solemnity of owls on ` defective observatior 
worthy statements," and a whole farrago of simi | 
tudes is one of the few drolleri« t to the 
1 tragic world. As self-constituted thorit 
ss, they should be aware of the ne 
to the statements on on- ext leve 
if it be a new one) of those who have shown tl ALT 
reliable on all others But. of course. they are т t 
rities at all The only authoriti« 0 7 1estion of fae 
and the only persons competent to speak about it 
who have certified themselves of the existence o 
That is the coldest of common sense But unfortur 
common sense does not enter into the matter where tij 
hostile critic is concerned. Passion enters in, prejudp 


predispose tls 


enters in, and so do many other things whicl 


mind to defective observation and intrustworthy 


Na Е І 
statements.” For, in truth, the boot is on the other lg 


“ Credulity,” “ gullibility,” ~ delusion,” illusion ай 


cerebral disease” are phrases which it is not always sale 
to throw about wildly; and it has sometimes seemed tou 
that in some of the attacks made on psychical research, we 


are witnessing а new version of the Rev. Mr. Зари 


when, with rolling eye and unsteady gait, he express 


opinion that his teetotal audience was intoxicated. 
is a credulity which consists in believing anything rather 
than something in which one does not want to believe 


there are delusions and illusions which belong to materia 


more properly than to Spiritualism; and may not cerebral 
disease as readily take the form of an insane scepticism ar 
that of a wholesale acceptance of the incredible“ 
Recently we talked to a sculptor of no mean ability or 
the subject of materialisations, of which he had witnessed 
several, obser ving them with the vision of the artist trained 
to detect things not apparent to the ordinary observer or 
even to the scientist. He brought to bear on his investigation 
a multitude of minute criteria quite outside the range d 
the average onlooker. We wish we could transcribe bere 
the account he gave, full as it was of fine, almost microscopic, 
detail. We doubt if even the most hardened sceptic could 
have had the effrontery afterwards to have said anything 
about "defective observation." Our sculptor, skilled in 
the art of exactness in dealing with the human face and 
figure, described what he saw as answering perfectly to the 
truth of life. 
things cannot be successfully counterfeited. 


There was no room for imposture: some 

On all these various phases of psychic phenomena 
physical and mental—we are now receiving the testimony 
of observers trained in various forms of the perceptive 
faculty 


professions and callings which call for accuracy of judg 


artiste, scientists, lawyers, doctors, men of all 


ment in some department or other of the matter, At 
present it would seem that the opposition would prefer the 
verdict of a bricklayer, the choice falling on a bricklayer 
who was not there. After which they might feel moved to 
fresh exertions on the subject of inexactnees of observation. 
It is a free country; the sceptic is not compelled to 
examine the matter, but if he is as anxious for exactitude 
as he pretends, he might at least observe a few of the 
obligations which arise naturally out of a passion for truth 
they are called variously justice, impartiality, fairminded- 
and they impose upon us the duty of remaining silent 
when we cannot speak with knowledge. For the art of 
exactness applies to conduct as well as to facts, and to life 
even more than the things of which life is composed, 


ness, 


^ 
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SPIRITUAL AND SOCIAL RECON 
STRUCTION. 


rss or A LECTURE DELIVERED нЕ R 
Corp Аск, BROMFTON-ROAD, ON Ma 
Me. Henny Fi 


The word reconstruction impli D 
юше existing building, or som: 
metal or moral or spiritua 
lom and clear the ground in ide 
wuething better to occupy the ground w 1 

No one reconstructs anything unles 1 
and has an idea of something better to put 
The process really begins with the inspirat 
disstisfaction results, and this is f 
ê ground and the rebuilding 

It is an illustration of the fundamenta 
шше that thought is creative and ern action 
Mrard Carpenter observes, the dreamer must precede 
der: the visionary must inspire the p: 

Inother words, spiritual reconstruction must | 
mimm; and the value and permanence of the 
fuction will depend on the nature and extent 
ti ideals conceived. 

Ina speech delivered in the House of ( 
û last, the Prime Minister gave us a long list of rj 
problems before the nation. They comprised “ reconstructior 
He trade and industries of the country; the r n 
between capital and labour; the conditions of life in the 
сошіту; the health, housing, and education of the people: th 
mations of this country to the Empire, and of the Empire t 
the rest of the world. These,” he said, “are the giganti 
еш which have to be settled by the new 
даз) or the old register excludes the men and women wh 
| made the new Britain possible.' Under this new register 
f Million women and two million men will be add 
eristing register of eight million men. 

Clearly, if the new democracy is to be be 


ersity of Oxford to offer to all who will take adva 
i, the opportunity of receiving instruc f 5 


a@ubracing every branch of these problems, which 
at Oxford between August 2nd and 12th next 

The cost of the whole course will only be a guinea, inclu 
full guide to all preparatory reading. It is the summer me 
al the great University Extension movement, and for this) 
fle subject selected is The Near Future: Its Social, 
onic and Educational Problems.” Full particulars can be 
Mined by applying to Mr. J. A. R. Marriott, M.A., M.P., 
weretary of the Oxford University Extension Delegacy, Queen's 
College, Oxford. Unfortunately this necessary instruction is 
| Edy voluntary for voters on the great problems concerned, 


dthere is no examination to be passed to qualify them to 
mercise the great responsibility of voting on all or any of these 
` Under our present remarkable views of an educational 
ftanchise, ignorance and knowledge are both equally entitled to 
express their opinions on some of the greatest problems that 
confronted the human race. 
Under these circumstances, it becomes urgently necessary 
“Weonsider what, in such a crisis of our fate, a democracy 
distracted by clashing personal interests can possibly do to 
îre at sound, wholesome and just conclusions on these 
problems of the near future. The dangers of the 
tation are only equalled by the greatness of the emergency. 
"A Unless these clashing personal interests are dissolved and 


the conclusion of this war, to something almost equally 
trous. The happiest outlook for England would be that 
stern fight against a common foe should continue to unite 
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with his fellow-men w 


interests, and so renders the gr 


struction soluble by aid of the spirit o 
good of all 
We sti 


factor of self-interest withdrawn and elin 


> a problem to solve even 


knows well that even when army disc 
of his head all idea of his personal 
against his duty to the army and t« 


remains an individual man with hi 


his own separate consciousness. Не is still conscious of 1 


seli—and he is still waging warfare with his за] natu 


still groping upwards and onwards towards new light and 


anim 


higher knowledge. But his problem has now become a spiritual 


and not a physical problem. It is а problem no 


arth but 
of heaven—not of this life but of all future st 1 


existence; and it is a problem whose ultimate solution can 


| 
| 
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only be reached when he becomes "more like a God " than 
even Shakespeare could have conceived possible 

Meanwhile this new spirit in his life is progressive and 
develops in its unfoldment as a continuous and unceasing 
process of evolution, The first thing it does is to make a free 
man of him for the rest of his days—free from the fear of evil, 
for he can destroy evil by his new ways of thinking; free from 
the fear of death or disaster, fur these things do not touch the 
real man within him; free from his ignorance of our social 
problems, for he is learning all the while to approach these 
problems in a spirit which undermines their difficulties. 

This phase of Spiritual Reconstruction seems to be the only 
available weapon which can protect us and our country from 
the dangers which threaten us all in the coming torrent and 
deluge of social questions requiring an instant solution lest 
they overwhelm a land both ignorant, reckless, and unprepared 
for their real and adequate solution. 


NEWS FROM FRANCE. 


The Paris "Revue Scientifique et Morale du Spiritisme " 
contains a warm tribute to the late Général Fix, who passed 
into the higher life on April 24th at the age of eighty-four. He 
was an earnest supporter of the Spiritualist movement for 
many years, and latterly occupied the position of vice-president 
of the “Société Francaise d'Etude des Phenoménes Psy- 
chiques.” One of his last duties as vice-president was to pro- 
nounce a eulogy at the tomb of Allan Kardec in the Pére 
Lachaise Cemetery before a large assembly. 

In addition to numerous articles in the French Press, he 
was the author of “Christ, le Christianisme et la Religion de 
l'Avenir,” a book dealing somewhat critically with religion 
compared with modern scientific investigation. 

His attitude was always fearless, and he never hesitated to 
express his personal views, particularly when the subject of 
Spiritualism was in question. 

It is said that a general once addressed him jokingly—he 
was then a colonel: “ Ah, c'est vous, Colonel Fix, qui eroyez à 
l'existence des esprits *" “Qui, mon général," was the reply, 
mais en ce moment, je ne crois pas au votre!” The story 
recalls the one concerning an experimental circle of scoffers 
who were much tickled at the idea of spirits, and especially 
that these should be occasionally referred to as “ intelligences.” 
Is there any intelligence here?" said one of them mock- 
ingly to the table, which responded for the one and only time 
with a message, “No, you are all very stupid.” 

Writing to the above-mentioned journal, a lady corre- 
spondent, signing herself " Comtesse Gabrielle de G.," remarks 
that whereas England is advancing with giant strides in 
spiritualistic matters, France is lagging sadly behind, and to 
remedy this she suggests that readers make a point of initiating 
at least one of their friends into psychic facts. 

Whether such a system of obtaining converts is desirable is 
a matter of opinion. Personally we deprecate it. Spiritualism 
needs no advertisement, and from a fairly extensive survey of 

the movement in France we should be inclined to think that 
Mme. la Comtesse is taking a pessimistic view. 


THE BLACK SHEEP AND THE FLOCK. 


Mrs. Agnes Marshall, in the course of some remarks on 
the persecution of mediums, recounts some personal experiences 
of dishonesty on the part of ministers of the gospel and busi- 
ness men, and asks why it is the custom to distinguish between 
such wrongdoers and the professions or trades to which they 
belong, while mediums are all classed indiscriminately as male- 
factors because of the misdeeds of a few. The reply is, no 
doubt, that prejudice and bigotry are never reasonable or 
logical; and the denunciation of roguery is never so vehement 
as when it proceeds from those whose own lives will not bear 
too close an inspection. Mrs. Marshall writes truly when she 
says: “Could the sad and the bad only believe in the continuity 
of life and in the presence of spirit helpers and unseen wit- 

nesses, there would be less grief at theloss of the departed and 
also less fraud and cruelty." 
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PROFESSOR 
SPIRITUALISM, 


JAMES ON MATERIALISM Ayp 


One may deny matter as strongly as Berkeley 3 
mJ s » 8 


one may be a phenomenalist like Huxley, and vet one mix еў 


be a materialist in the wider sense of explaining higl 
mena by lower ones, and leaving the destinies of the ^ 
the mercy of its blinder parts and forces. It is in this vik 
sense of the word that materialism is opposed to spiritual 
or theism. The laws of physieal nature are what run thay 
materialism says. The highest productions of human сец 
might be ciphered by one who had complete acquaintance yy 
the facts, out of their physiological conditions, regarda 
whether nature be there only for our minds, as idealists 
tend, or not. Our minds in any case would have to recor, 
kind of nature it is, and write it down as operating thro 
blind laws of physics. This is the complexion of present 
materialism, which may better be called naturalism. (y 
against it stands “theism,” or what in a wider sense my} 
termed “spiritualism.” Spiritualism says that mind not 
witnesses and records things, but also runs and operates ва, 
the world being thus guided, not by its lower, but by its li 
element. 

Treated as it often is, this question becomes little 
than a conflict between esthetic preferences. Matter is gw 
coarse, crass, muddy: spirit is pure, elevated, noble; and š 
it is more consonant with the dignity of the universe tig 
the primacy in it to what appears superior, spirit mus 
affirmed as the ruling principle. To treat abstract prini 
as finalities, before which our intellects may come to rest в 
state of admiring contemplation, is the great rationalist uim 
Spiritualism, as often held, may be simply a state of adm 
tion for one kind, and of dislike for another kind, of a 
tion. I remember a worthy spiritualist professor who ary 
referred to materialism as the “ mud-philosophy,” and d 
it thereby refuted. . 

No, the true objection to materialism is not positive & 
It would be farcical at this day to make compl 
of it for what it is, for “ grossness.” Grossness is what gu 
ness dies we now know that. We make complaint ofa 
the contrary, for what it is not—not a permanent warrantir 
our more ideal interests, not a fulfiller of our remotest hopes. 
Materialism means simply the denial that the moral ones 
eternal, and the cutting off of ultimate hopes: spiritus 
means the affirmation of an eternal moral order and the lets 


negative. 


loose of hope. г 2 К 
—From “ Pragmatism,” by WILLIAM JANE 


THE PROTECTION OF MEDIUMSHIP. 


The London and Provincial Mediums’ Union, having f 
offices at 1, Stanley Gardens, Notting Hill Gate, W. 1, 
been formed to protect the interests of all reputable pro 
sional mediums practising in Great Britain. The especial obj 
for which the Union exists are thus stated :— 

1. To protect the interests of all professional medi 
practising in London and the provinces. 

2. To secure by united action capable legal advice and 
through an appointed legal representative of the Union. 

3. To establish a fund for the object of contesting any o 


which shall receive the special recommendation of the Com! 
of the Union. 


1. To work for the amendment of the law as it at реб 
applies to the practice of mediumship. 


The annual subscription is for London members (ie, 
practising in London or in a radius of twenty-five miles) 
guinea, and for country members half a guinea. Mrs. 
McKenzie is the hon. secretary, to whom application for 
bership should be addressed, 


ADVERTISEMENT COMPENSATION FUND 


Following is a list of donations receiv F 
ч 'eived since those 
ledged in our last issue :— ce th 


M. Nissen 
E. 8. 


| 
jane 23, 1917.] 


ТЇ MUSLIM IDEA OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 


The writer of an article on “ Life After Death” in the June 
“sober of the “Islamic Review quotes the teaching of AI 
T İ, a great Muslim divine who lived eight hundred years 
m regarding the sufferings of the soul after death. There is 
hing in it of the crude fire and brimstone of our own old 
ology. The pains endured, according to АІ Ghizali, all 
are their source in excessive love of this present world, and 
sary sinner takes with him into the world beyond the instru- 


М 


ats of his own punishment. 


Mme kind of spiritual hell is the forcible separation from 
my things to which the heart clave too fondly. Many 
bout within them the germs of such a hell without being 
of it; hereafter they will feel like some king, who, after 
inluxury, has been dethroned and made a laughing-stock. 
second kind of spiritual hell is that of shame, when a 
akes up to see the nature of the actions he committed 
naked reality. Thus he who slandered will see himself 
guise of a cannibal eating his dead brother's flesh, and 
о envied as one who cast stones against a wall, which 
is, rebounding, put out the eyes of his own children. 
в third spiritual hell is that of disappointment and 
reach the real objects of existence. Man was in- 
о mirror forth the light of the knowledge of God, but 
ves in the next world with his soul thickly coated with 
st of sensual indulgence, he will entirely fail of the object 
hich he was made. His disappointment may be figured in 
following way: Suppose a man is passing with some com- 
ions through a dark wood. Here and there, glimmering on 
round, lie variously coloured stones. His companions 
and carry these and advise him to do the same. “ For,” 
ву, же have heard that these stones will fetch a high 
се in the place whither we are going." Не, on the other 
ughs at them and calls them fools for loading them- 
in the vain hope of gain, while he walks free and unen- 
d. Presently they emerge into the full daylight and 
that these coloured stones are rubies, emeralds and other 
of priceless value. The man’s disappointment and 
ш at not having gathered some when so easily within his 
may be more easily imagined than described. Such will 
e remorse of those hereafter who, while passing through 
ld, have been at no pains to acquire the jewels of virtue 
treasures of religion. 


THE AUTHOR OF FESTUS." 


Mr. E. Wake Cook writes :— 

am much obliged to Mr. C. E. Benham for correcting, 
ently, my error in saying that Bailey, the author of Fes- 
its” found no place in our literary Pantheon, “The Dictionary 

National Biography." I was very glad to hear there was an 
| в in the second supplement of that work. I have just 
81 the article, but with the shame and grief one feels on 
talising that we are unworthy of the great men heaven has 
it us, and are blind to their greatness, and the worth of such 
national assets. 
о publish an article by a man absolutely stone blind to the 
atness of the man he was writing of is as discreditable as to 
е omitted Bailey altogether. А Lilliputian was set to 
a Brobdingnagian! The world will continue to know 
of its greatest men until it becomes great itself; that 
ium is not yet. Bailey’s Festus“ should interest 
jiritualists because it is one of the clearest cases of pure 
spiration in the whole realm of poetry. He did not say 
final word on the sublimest of all subjects, but he advanced 
theological conceptions of his time by a full century, and 
d those conceptions with opulent splendours undreamed 
before. 


We hope next week to publish a report of a deeply inter- 
ng address by Dr. Powell, delivered on the 12th inst. at the 
ütute connected with the Church of St. Jude-on-the-Hill, 
ler's Green, оп “The Psychic Factor in Sacramentalism." 
А Бтлитілха Invention.—I understand that Signor 
coni may be on the eve of a scientific discovery of unique 
indeed, of such a eharacter as not only to end the 
speedily, but to make future wars impossible—says 
Dispatch " London correspondent. The general 
ying the new weapon is the possibility of utilising 
waves for the purpose of annihilating at long range 
ng creature within a certain zone. It all sounds very 
ut we have learned since the war that the myths of 
ге the concrete realities of to-morrow,—“ Birming- 
"T > л, T 
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THE NIGHT AND THE DAWNING. 
Is 4 SPIRITUAL AWAKENING АТ HAND ? 


By Tav. 

The generality of thinking people look upon the present 
time as one of transition, and it is, no doubt, possible that we 
are but witnessing the birthpangs of a new age, and that 
after all the stress and woe will come the calm of a nobler and 
therefore more lasting peace than the world has yet known. 

We shall not all die, but we shall all be changed." Im- 
possible!" saysthe sceptic; but this may not be so impossible 
as it appears to be. The Supernal Being could exercise a Divine 
hypnotism, and the Teacher as His agent could do likewise. 
What if men of good-will, when talking together, found that a 
like experience had fallen upon each * In the recesses of their 
soul they have heard a name, a Divine nomination has taken 
No need, then, to say, Who is He?" for 


they would know, and knowing would come to the Teacher as 


place within them. 
surely as the Magi went to Bethlehem. There would be no 
mistake, and no so-called religious revival, for when one has 
received the whole number, there is no need for decimal 
portions. 

It may be said that this is a very simple view, but possibly 
the truth has been largely missed through looking at the 
summit of the mountain instead of exploring the base. 

The line dividing spirit and matter, "the veil of the 
Temple,” is probably thinner than it is generally supposed to 
be, and to rend a veil should be easier than to break through 
the wall of a fortress. That a very serious and momentous 
time is at hand there is no doubt, and if the world-woe fails to 
teach the lesson which seems destined to be taught, then 
probably a Divine force, manifesting itself through Nature, will 
help to recall man to his true senses, bringing the Divine idea 
nearer to him. 

If only the 
who heard it could make its power outwardly manifest, what a 


* still small voice" were whispered and those 
consummation of the prayers and wishes of ages, what a ful- 
ness of spirit would be felt, especially by those who, through 
trials, have plodded their way, waiting for the manifestation of 
the sons of God! 

1f the spirit in bygone ages took on matter as a means of 
manifestation, the volatile becoming fixed, may we not infer 
that a day will dawn when the fixed may become again volatile, 
and matter be swallowed up in spirit = 


"THE HUMAN TOUCH." 


Miss E. P. Prentice writes : 

While reading your leading article under the above title 
(p. 180), there flashed into my brain three beautiful but, I 
believe, seldom quoted, lines of Whittier's, which I wish could 
be substituted for the epitaph so false and unhuman, “ Faultless 
before the throne." Grand old Whittier knew bettter when he 
wrote— 

“Keep the human heart of thee ; 
Let the mortal only be 
Clothed in immortality.” 


I may be wrong, but to me it seems that it is this survival 
of the human that forms the basis of a more exalted affection. 
We love our kin and friends because of their human qualities, 
though those qualities may be closely associated with frailties 
and imperfections, perhaps even sins. The prodigal son got a 
warmer love-reception than his immaculate brother, for love is 
of the heart and not the head. 


“I shrink from unaccustomed glory, 
I dread the myriad-voicéd strain; 
Give me the unforgotten faces, 
. And let my lost ones speak again." 


ConGRATULATIONS to that venerable pioneer in psychical 
research, aa well as great chemist and physicist, Sir William 
Crookes, O. M., on having on Sunday last, the 17th inst., com- 
pleted his 85th year. We are glad to learn that he has recovered 
from his recent illness. | 
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DO YOU LACK ENERGY |PSYCHICAL INVESTIGAT 


AND POWER? 


Are you listless in performing your daily duties? 
Are you sleepless, and a mere bundle of nerves? 
All this is because your Vitic Force is low. You 
are missing half the pleasures of life. 


The VITIC ROD quickly overcomes this debility ; 


it revitalises, and restores every part of the nervous 
system to its normal state, and rectifies the Vitic 
Force beyond what you could dream. 


WRITE FOR BOOKLET No. 9. 


shel does temporarty and with 
— farafiecis he Vix Rod doss- 
А STORES nEALIMY YOUR 


IN BOX COMPLETE 
POST 
"= 10/6 


Orders outside the British Isles must be accompanied by Ва. 
extra for postage. 


Money willingly returned if not proved satis- 


factory after a week’s trial. 


All letters should be addressed 


The Vitic Co., 30, St. Ann Street, 


MANCHESTER. 


OUR LIVING DEAD. 


Some Talks with Unknown Friends. 
By E. KATHARINE BATES. 
With a Preface by General Sir Alfred E. Turner, К.С B., R.A. 
Cloth, 160 pages, 2/9 net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2 


THERE 1$ NO DEATH. 
By FLORENCE MARRYAT. New Cheap Edition. 
Illustrated paper cover, 15. 3d. net Post Free. 


_ The Publishers anticipate that a cheap edition of this famous work 
will be widely welcomed by those who are seeking assurance on the 
t qaestion of spirit survival after the present Tite in the physical 

у. No book of the kind was received with more interest and 
appreciation by the reading public of the generation now passing away. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


4 Yurative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan. 

Explains bow hypnotic suggestion acta, with evidence showing 
its value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disorders, 
as Insomnia, Neurastbenia, &c.; free by post from the author, 
Regent House, Regent-street, London, W. 1, and Croydon 


Şpiritnalists when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parte; perfect sanitation. Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 
fast; no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Proprictress. 


1 Society, 26, Hed  Lion- 

саге. London, W.C. Spinal Treatment. Free Magnetic Treat- 
«nent Mondays and Fridays,2 to 5; Wednesdays, 5 to B p.m. Diagnosis 
(small fee), Mondays and Fridays. Lending Library. Lectures. 
Membership invited. —Apply Hon. tary. 
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Some Personally-Observed Proofs of Su 
By J. ARTHUR HILL. 


The Author presents the Evidence which led him from 
cism to the Belief that Human Personality Sury 
Bodily Death, 

CoNTENTS-Immortality. Investigation: Methods and 
Further Meeting Cases. Other incidents. Introduct 
tailed Reports. Medium’s Letters and Reports, Sittin, 
Wilkinson, T. Tyrrell and A. V. Peters. Table of Foregoii 
with Principal Names and Incidents Of Mediums, * 
Trivial“ Evidence. False Statements and their Expla 
Remarks on Wilkinson's Forms.“ Home Mediumehip. 
and Survival. Influences or Rapport-Objects. Psychical 
in Esrlier Times. Pre-Existence and the Nature of the 
Psychical Research and Religion. 

To students of psychical subjects I commend this 
authoritative addition to the proofs of supernormal hun 
and incidentally to the evidence for survival of persons 
bodily death.“ — SIR OLIVER Lopes, F. R. S. 


Cloth, 288 pages, 6/6 net post fr 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LA? 


SPEAKING ACROSS THE B! 
LINE. 


By F. HESLOP. 
Being Letters from a Husband in Spirit Life to His W 


4th Edition. Paper back, 181 pages, 1/8 nel 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LA 


Psychic Science and Ba 
Legislation. 


By Elis T. Powell, LL.B. D 


(FELLOW OF THE ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND OF TH 
OF JOURNALISTS). 


A Survey of the Statutes and the Leading Lega 

in regard to Psychic Phenomena and their Inve 

29 pages and cover, post free 2id., a 
per dozen, post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LAN 


THE PSYCHIC ELEMENT IN THE NEW TESI 


Studies based mainly upon the Greek text of the ! 
Records, but clearly comprehensible by the unlearned n 


By ELLIS T. POWELL, LL.B., D., 
(“ Ancus МсАЕТНОЕ.”) 


28 pages. Price SEVENPENCE post free, 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, | 
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PURDOM’S ASTROLOGIC 
CORRESPONDENCE LESSONS 


A Course of 13 Lessons for £! 15. 


LESSONS WILL BE CORRECTED BY THE TEACHER THROUGH THE POS 
These lessons are beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, and 
boon to those who desire to become acquainted with the mystic 


science of Astrology. 
For further particulars apply to— 


MRS. ROBERT PURDOM, *'Blinkbonny,'' Tudor Hill, Sutton 


Coldfield England. 


TEACHINGS ON THE COMING. 
(Received during Prayer.) 


Copies of this pamphlet may be obtained from Office of LIGHT, 


110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C. 2. 


Price One Penny each or post free 1/- per dozen. 


Ll ead ** The Practical Affairs of Life," by Ellis 
LU Т. Powell, LL.B., D.Sc. An utterly unconventional "Guide to 
Opin ““ Poise” and to Intellectual and Physical Efficiency. Second 
edition, revises ee PR 260 pages, price 2/10 post free 
** The inancial News" Все, III, "ic t, 
— REO, 4. ice Queen Victoris-stree 


of Mixed Magazines and 
^ ^oeuls subjects, &c. Price 28. 9d. per 
“п Office of LIGHT, 110, St. 
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** Deligion after the War (a reply to the Rev. 
Chas. Tweedale, Vicar of Weston, Yorks). By M. U. F. 
— — 


Price 2jd. poet free Obtainab!e at Church Army Pres 


Rooms, 14, Edgware-road, London, ҮҮ. 


“Liont! More Licnut!”—Goethe. 
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NOTES bY THE WAY. 
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m E 3 
E — From a South African correspondent, Mr. Herbert 


JSt free, E Price, the author of a volume of poems of outstanding 
íwo p ™ it, we receive the following remarkable story :— 
7 M.. 


— — 


'haric 


к 


e, жаз а man I had known for a number of years. 


Se. 


said: E was sitting here on my stoep the other afternoo 


- —Inthe year 1899 I had occasion to go to a farmhouse in the 

district of Queenstown. Mr. Fotheringham, the owner of the 
It was 
оге natural that he should not hesitate to relate an extra- 
mary experience (even more extraordinary in the sequel) 
bI befallen him a couple of days before my visit. He 


man asa spirit must be p wrt of those forces, and that intro- 


duces a factor which upsets the mechanism ofthe determinist 


position, It is tolerably certain that a man who takes the 
night train at St, Pancras for Edinburgh will on the next 
day step out into that city. lt is not quite certain, 


Me may, for example, change his mind on the journey and | 
alight at Hawick, there meeting with 


may deter him from reaching Edinburgh at all. 


adventures which 

We have 
in mind experiences of prophecies fulfilled in their main 
Again, as Mr. 
Price suggests, there arises the question of the nature of 
Jut that is a question wholly beyond us, We can 
Even so we see the 


events, but curiously wrong in details, 


Time, 
only deal with events as a succession. 
possibility of that succession being susceptible of changes 
along the spiritual order by reason of the factors of will 
and intelligence which may determine and modify them. 
The fate of a boat drifting on the river above a cataract 


Jut not when it con- 


n could be predicted with certainty. 


Е INSTITUTE - : 
a smoke. The sun was shining from a clear sky. tained a skilled oarsman, 
g 
79 towards the road І saw а funeral procession comin : 
] Dec | Е 
sti sis || = I thonght it strange, and wondered how it was that I d ET ЖА, 
Ё had | not heard of a death in our neighbourhood. The pro- И у | ] 
Р 28. 34. continued to approach as these thoughts were passing In LIGHT of March 31st we printed some extracts é 
: my mind, and as it came nearer I noticed that all the from a letter addressed by Mr. J. W. Sharpe, of Bourne- 
E, WC = following the hearse, and also the bearers, were entire mouth. to Mrs. Rachel Fox on the subject of her latest 1 
‘strangers to me. This deepened the mystery, and I naturally 5 3 Y ha cone tn T 
— —— P became keenly interested. Everything was so clear and natural work, Revelation on Revelation. We havo non received | - 
"AMENT. that no idea of anything uncanny entered my mind. I con- an account of some clairvoyant visions beheld by Mr. | | | 
tinued to watch the procession and to wonder at the unaccount- Sharpe, which we publish elsewhere in the present issue, l 
— ability of it all. When the procession came opposite to me As will bo observed, they relate to the vexed question of 
a there in the roadway I saw my own name on the coffin and the E T M fi ate ея estion о d 
Se. ‘year 1904. І was so startled that I closed my eyes for a Joanna Southcott and her mysterious box alleged to 
moment. I had not noticed the date or the month. The contain revelations having a vital bearing on the present 
[Whole vision had vanished when I opened my eyes.” Mr. national crisis, which more than a century aso she 
" Fotheringham, a year or so after relating this experience to Se 3 Maec. 
W.C. me, left Cape Colony and went to reside in Rhodesia, where he ^PPears to ive foretold. It may be due to lack of 
—— died in 1904, and was buried by strangers, or, at any rate, by faith, vision, or the  illative sense" on our part, 
ÞAL people who mom to him when he had the future so but we could never take more than an academic interest 
E "dio m = in the history of the Devonshire prophete She | 
T. Tn some comments on the story our correspondent remarks: certainly showed clear traces of genuine ps aro power, as 
wes “This sort of thing is most difficult to explain. Does it any impartial student of her life cannot but admit, but it ui 
‘indicate an implacable fate? Is time only an illusion?” was overlaid with much that to us seems evidential; value- | 
less, Several mediums to-day show the same charact Hi 
* * B * They have not outgrown the stage of psychological соп- | s 
| Mr. Price's story of his friend's vision afterwards so fusion. Baton any view of the case it seems a pity that 7 T 


strangely verified has many parallels in the lore of High- 
d second sight. Indeed, the annals of seership at large 
‘abound in cases where the prevision relates to approaching 
| In Licur of July Ist, 1916 (р. 211) we printed 
“an account of the remarkable dream of the late Mr. Edgar 
the well-known journalist, in which he saw the tomb- 
ione of a living friend, all the singular details of the dream 
sing afterwards fulfilled. Examples of the prophetic 
are so numerous that only a very ignorant or stupid 
would deny them. But, as Mr. Price points out, 
raise strange problems. Many times we have been 
h things are only compatible with the idea of fixed 
unalterable fate. That position we do not for a moment 
To the fatalist man appears as a puppet, the 
ure of forces outside of himself. To the Spiritualist 


the mysterious box cannot be opened, and the nature and 
value of its contents settled one way or the other. Mr. 
Sharpe we know as an able and scholarly student of 
psychical science; Mrs. 
writer of marked ability; 
to a respectful hearing. As an examination of the con- 
tents of Joanna's sealed box appears to be the 
criterion of the validity of their contentions, the moral is 
obvious. 


Fox's works reveal her to be a 


and their opinions are entitled 


chief 
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PSYCHIC FACTOR IN 


THE 
SACRAMENTALISM. 


Dr. Ellis Powell recently delivered a couple of lectures in 


the Institute, Golder's Green, to the congregation of St. Jude- 


on-the-Hill. The Vicar, the Rev. B. G. Bourchier, MA., 
occupied the chair, and there were crowded audiences, Towards 
the end of his second lecture Dr. Powell indicated some 
of the psychic aspects of the Holy Communion service in the 


Anglican ritual. He quoted the well-known passage from 


Myers :— 

In the law of telepathy developing into the law of spiritual 
intercommunication between incarnate and discarnate spirits, 
we see dimly adumbrated before our eyes the highest law 
with which our human science can conceivably have to deal. 
The discovery of telepathy opens before us a potential com- 
munication between all life. And if, as our present evidence 
indicates, this telepathic intercourse can subsist between em- 
bodied and disembodied souls, that law must needs lie at the 
very centre of cosmic evolution. It will be evolutionary, as 
depending on a faculty now in course of development. 


Dr. Powell proceeded: Have no hesitation in projecting 
your thoughts towards those whom you wish to certify of your 


unbroken and yearning love. Do not be satisfied to aftirm, 


Sunday after Sunday, that you believe т the Communion of 
Saints, without translating faith into practice and experience, 
As Myers said :— 

The Communion of Saints not only adorns but constitutes 
the Life Everlasting. Nay, from the law of telepathy it 
follows that that communion is valid for us here and now. 
Even now the love of souls departed makes answer to our 
invocations. Even now our loving memory—love is itself a 
prayer—supports and strengthens those delivered spirits upon 
their upward way. No wonder, since we are to them but as 
fellow-travellers shrouded in a mist; “neither death, nor life, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature” can bar us 
from the hearth-fire of the universe, or hide for more than a 
moment the inconceivabl@ oneness of souls. 


What is, for the Church Catholic, her supreme effort to 
realise the Communion of Saints, both in its individual and 
corporate aspect? Surely there can be but one answer—the 
sublime service which we call the Holy Communion— the Mass 
wherein the soul is sent into the invisible—as the very word 
“mass” (if it be a corruption of the old Latin formula, Ite, 
Missa est), would itself suggest. Let us for a moment look 
reverently behind the ceremonial and endeavour to discern its 
psychic significance. We saw that the soul body probably 
consisted of the vivifying and controlling factors which directed 
and dominated the physical organism. They will be strongly 
and compactly knit in the spirit spheres just in proportion as 
the individuality is firmly consolidated and unified. This is 
not theology, but science. Let me quote a scientist, Dr. 
Fournier d'Albe, so that you may not imagine I am guilty of a 
mere flight of enthusiastic fancy :— 

We may take it for granted that the more the self-con- 
sciousness and the will are developed, the more permanent is 
the individuality. The individuals of the human race have 
therefore the best chances of real (i.e., permanent) immortality. 
The development of the individual goes hand in hand with his 
training in altruistic activity. Both factors make for permanent 
survival. He is made strong, and he is made useful—strong to 
defend himself, useful in forwarding the interests of the com- 
munity. Permanent survival thus depends upon two factors, 
each of them of independent value, but both together forming 
an irresistible combination. 

If I would have my life-knot strong and secure, I must see 
to it that all the psychomeres [i.e', the soul-particles) which 
obey my will feel thoroughly at one, and firmly bound together 
" Union is strength." I must fill their 
They will strengthen me, 
If, for any reason, 


in à common cause. 
lives with a common inspiration. 
and I, in turn, shall strengthen them. 
I am personally unable to give them that firm government and 
vital inspiration which they need, I must get it from above., 
by attaching myself closely to a larger organism, entering its 
service with loyalty and glad devotion, and hand that loyalty 
and gladness down to them that serve me. I must be wise 
in my choice of that higher organism, that Master whom I will 
serve. He must be able to command my unswerving love and 
devotion. He must be strong, and His strength must be per- 
manent too, and for the same reason—i.e., because it 18 in 
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accordance with the greatest good. Thus I can safely dot, 


immeasurable eternities beforo me. 


Attaching myself to a larger organism, able to command, 
unswerving love and devotion! How easily has the langa 
of science merged into the confession of faith ! For the x 
organism is simply the Church Catholic on both sides ofa 
veil, which is to grow up into union with Him who is our ha 
even Christ. Dependent on Him, the whole body—its var 


parts closely fitting and firmly adhering one to another—gn, 
by the aid of every contributory link, with power proportion 
to the need of each individual part, so as to build itself upin, 
spirit of love. Those words, which sound to you so like, 
enunciation from some modern scientifie treatise, are only, 
passage from St. Paul's epistle to the Ephesians rendered jy 
modern English, so easily do the words of the great apos 
himself, the greatest of all psychic scientists save One, lay 
themselves to the elucidation of psychic principles to а twe 
tieth century audience. Let me conclude, then, by a bry 
study of an Anglican High Mass from the psychic point 

view. 

Our sublime Holy Communion service opens with th 
prayer for purity of thought— 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desing 
known and from whom secrets are hid, cleanse th 
thoughts of ou hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spin; 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 


no 


holy name. 
That touching and beautiful petition, which can be traced lud 
to the eighth century and is probably one of the prayers of 


the early Church, is the favourite invocation of our unseen 


helpers on the other side. Many a time have I pronounced i 


at their request. If we ask why a prayer for purity should № 
the prelude to a service which is the most exalted and int. 
mate solemnity of the Communion of Sainte, we have th 
answer in a verse of Tennyson— 


How pure at heart and sound in head, 

With what divine affections bold, 

Must be the man whose thoughts would hold 
An hour's communion with the dead. 


The prayer for purity is followed by a rehearsal of m 


А Бү? : : man б 
ancient code of legislation as to social duty—the Ten Com- 


t 
LU 


mandments—a code which is ethical rather than spiritual. | 


is followed by a reminder of the claims of humanity in its 
political aspect, a prayer for the King—that is, an acknowledz- 


ment of corporate civic allegiance in its earthly sense. Then 
comes what one may reverently call a transition to a higher 
level, through the collect, epistle and gospel, in their turn sue 
ceeded by the profession of faith called the Nicene Creed, 
which has formed a part of the Eucharistic celebration sine 
the fifth century, and contains a passage: " We await the 
upstanding of the dead ”—(Просдокорер ауастош vexpar)- 
unparalleled in its outspokenness by any of the other creeds 
The collection of the alms and oblations (another reminder of 
the corporate duty from an earthly point of view) brings this 
preliminary portion of the service to a close. 

Then comes another transition to a still loftier spiritul | 
height. We pray for the whole state of Christ's Church, | 
militant here in earth; but the departed are brought definitely | 
within the contemplation of the celebration: We also bles 
thy Holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy 
Confession and absolution once more rais 


faith and fear." 
the spiritual level—if one may use such language, so imperfect 
and yet so inevitable—until we are able confidently to affirm 
the presence of more than the Church militant. " Therefore 
all the company of 


with angels and archangels, and with 
psychically 


heaven "—some actually present, and others 
participants— we laud and magnify thy glorious name.” The 
consecration and administration of the Holy Elements raise 
the celebration almost to its climax. 

Meanwhile, to the clairvoyant eye, the clouds of thought 


forms projected from the worshippers towards the altar, and 


originally blue because the service opens in the realm of ethical 
and social duty, have been changing to indigo, purple and 
violet. The spirit celebrant has assumed his share of the 


Jane $0, 1917.) 


* glorious ceremonial, and a host of souls drawn by aflinity to 

m loved ones, have joined the throng. The aura of the 
р itself for every building possesses one—glows with 
ented radiance, and is visualised in the spirit world as the 
P of aluminous shaft, shooting upwards like a searchlight. 
Joside the church the atmosphere is charged with intense 
iritual energy. Effort after effort has been made to picture 
ihe conditions in words intelligible to our finite minds. In 
one of the most beautiful stories in " The Light Invisible," 
the late Father Benson spoke of it as a mighty stirring and 
movement in the tabernacle :— 

Something within it beat like a vast heart, and the vibra- 

tions of each pulse seemed to quiver through all the ground. 
07701 may picture it as the movement of a clear, deep pool 
‘when the basin that contains it is jarred; it seemed like the 
movement of circular ripples crossing and recrossing in swift 
thrills. Or you may think of it as that faint movement of light 
ind shade that may be seen in the heart of a white-hot furnace. 
Or, again, you may picture it as sound—as the sound of a high 
ship-mast, with the rigging, in a steady wind; or the sound of 
deep Woods in a July noon. . . . I perceived that this black 
guts of the praying nun knelt at the centre of reality and 
hee and with the movements of her will and lips controlled 
piritual destinies for eternity. There ran out from this peace- 
fil chapel lines of spiritual power that lost themselves in the 
distance, bewildering in their profusion and terrible in the 
intensity of their hidden fire. 
Vivid as it is, the description fails in adequacy because we 
hva по terms, in terrestrial language, which are equal to the 
К: and we have no words because the things themselves are 
utside the limits of our normal experience. But when we unite 
mone supreme act the Sacramental mystery, the prayer, the 
] arming, the love of the thronging souls of the departed com- 
passing us about like a cloud of witnesses, the music, the 
incense, and the artistic beauty of a ceremonial and a symbolism 
paste art “comes full tide ”—when these have all wrought 
their subtle psychic influence, the power attains its zenith. 
An lat this point we reach the inevitable climax of the service 
t sublime petition which specifically and unmistakably brings 
the souls of the departed into the prayers of the Church on 
i» —" Beseeching thee to grant that by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ and through faith in his blood 
| and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins 
P all other benefits of his passion.” We and all thy whole 
lj 


Church! 
| One family we dwell in Him, 
One Church, above, beneath, 
Though now divided by the stream, 
The narrow stream of death. 

Then, with the triumphant Gloria long ago sung to clair- 
Yoyant and clairaudient shepherds by the Angel host, the 
stately and pregnant ceremonial, itself the adumbration of 
inysteries which pass all comprehension, the communication of 
ideas that are incommunicable save to the psychic faculties, 
ends with the peace which is equally beyond all human under- 
standing. 

But while there remains fresh in your minds the reminis- 
‘cence of the artistic beauty of the ritual, both on this side and 
nthe other, let us remember that Catholic ceremonial was made 
into & fine art for the single purpose of expressing the idea of 
| entalism—in fact, as Mr. Cram declares, came into exist- 
“ence to voice with perfect potency this greatest of all scientific 
discoveries, Sacramentalism. For ritual, as he says, " is quite 
‘inexcusable if it is founded on a mere love of pretty things: if 
is used as a language the idea must lie behind, and the idea 
hat is voiced by Catholic ceremonial is certainly Catholic and 
Sacramental "—and, as I would say without hesitation, psychic 

бо. It is an idea voiced in that wonder of perfect art, the 
Prayer Book, based upon that greater wonder of spiritual and 
literary art, the Bible—in many passages far finer in its English 
arb than in the original—and symbolically communicated by 
the celebration of a mystery unfathomable by the human 
sect, with such auxiliaries as vestments “ancient in honour, 
niniscent of centuries of splendid history, beautiful in form, 
jn colour, in materials,” as well as the music which is the 
hly utterance of a celestial language which we knew in the 
"world whence we came, and the incense which (again to quote 
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Mr. Cram) is "almost the oldest spiritual symbol in the world.” 
Add to joy in that majestic and pregnant ceremonial the know- 
ledge that another, infinitely more magnificent, is simultaneous 
with it on the other side of life, realise that you yourselves will, 
in a few short years, stand among the great multitude which no 
man can number, and see all these glories with eyes unclouded 
by mortal limitations—and you will understand, as never 
before, why a prayer for purity should be the prelude of an 
advance into these sanctified presences. Perhaps you may also 
comprehend why we claim, with absolute if humble confidence, 
that psychic science enriches and deepens devotion, and adds a 
new significance and lustre to every act of worship. 


ECSTASY. 


All mystics seem to be of one mind in regard to the final 
earthly stage of a lifelong devotion to practical mysticism. The 
noble Plotinus is said to have attained to a condition of ecstasy 
Philo Jud:eus, 


writing nineteen centuries ago, gives us his experience of а state 


or spiritual rapture four times, in six years, 


preliminary to ecstasy, a condition testified to by Swedenborg, 


Augustine, Behmen, and many othérs. Philo says that he 


suddenly became full, ideas being in an invisible manner 
showered upon me and implanted in me from on high. Then 
I have been conscious of a richness of interpretation, an enjoy- 
ment of light, a most penetrating sight, a most manifest energy 
in all that was done, having such an effect on my mind as the 
clearest ocular demonstration would have on my eyes. 


Swedenborg had not only this class of experience, but also 
that of ecstasy or rapture—the mystic rest on the bosom of 
the Lord.” 

The late Poet Laureate, Lord Tennyson, in spite of much 
formalism, was largely a mystic, and never more so than when 
he decried the worthlessness of knowledge divorced from love 
and faith, which he described as “some wild Pallas from the 
brain of Demos.” Yet again he describes knowledge as— 

"the swallow on the lake 
'That sees and stirs the surface shadow there 
But never yet hath dipt into the abysm.“ 
By “the abysm " we know the poet meant 
" the abysmal depths of personality." 

“The Palace of Art" shows Tennyson asa true mystic, 
from the moment when he builds his soul "a lordly pleasure 
house wherein at ease for aye to dwell" to the close when 
plagued with sore despair he prays for "a cottage in the vale 
where he may mourn and pray." 

The Laureate climbed till, as he says of himself, he stood 
“on the heights of life with a glimpse of a height that is 
higher,” and from thence he beheld the Lord as an awful 
rose of dawn.” 

In “The Ancient Sage," a poem written late in life and but 
little known, Tennyson gives his own experience in the words: — 

More than once when I 
Sat all alone revolving in myself 
The word that is the symbol of myself, 
The mortal limit of the self was loosed 
And passed into the nameless as a cloud 
Melts into heaven. I touch'd my limbs, the limbs 
Were strange, not mine, and yet no shade of doubt, 
But utter clearness, and thro' loss of self 
The gain of such large life as match'd with ours 
Were sun to spark, unshadowable in words 


Themselves but shadows of a shadow-world. 
—From “Mysticism,” by Е. W. RICHARDSON. 


“IS GOD DEAD?" 


The remark of Miss E. P. Prentice (p. 192) that " man is made 
sensitive to self-interest : eliminate the self, and he is at once 
spiritual," may be misunderstood when coupled with her further 


statement that the universalised good alone survives for the 
benefit of the race. 
nating " 


In truth, man finds his real self by “ elimi- 
his human self. Mark all humanity, and it will be 
found that those only who live not in themselves but in others 
have found happiness. Self-consciousness is eternal in the sou 
of man, and it is pure only when free from the human bodily 
self. F. C. CONSTABLE. 


Librarisn, Mr. B. D. G 
Martins-iane, W.C. 2 


odfrey, 


THE LINK. 


roundly asserte 
diabolic in its 

Perha s last objection 
Superstition dies hard, more 
in danger." From time im- 
convenient scapegoat on which 


every ioconvenient truth has been fastened. 


Of course it is an obligation of courtesy to receive this 
argument” from Theology with gravity, although some 


el strong 


clined at times to treat such an infan- 


tile ection with good-natured contempt. It is so гегу 
childish, but fortanat amusing side. It has 
( frequently from peeple whom it is quite impossible to 
regard as pure and saint-like; it has moved so many 
persons whose lives and characters were more than doubtful 
to a fervid display of pious zea] against the “enemy of 
souls.” Many а poor man or woman whom Nature has 


endowed with psychic powers has been barried, assaulted, 
pelted with abuse and clods, slandered and boycotted by 
those whom not even the most rancorous priest could have 
regarded as being really inspired by zeal for religion. It 
would need the pen of Swift or the biting wit of Sydney 
Smith to bring out the full irony of the situation by 
showing the straits to which Theology was reduced when it 
stood in nee 1 of sch а defence and such defenders. 


stress 


To-day, when, under the of a world-war, the 


question is being brought home to thinking and unthinking 


argument of diabolism is slowly receiving its 


quietu It has only become conspicuous by reason of the 


h 


gher relief into which our subject has been thrown, and 


the paucity of other arguments as a consequence of a greater 
diffusion of knowledge amongst the more studious and re 
flective classes. 

Conflicting Objections of Science and 
"On the Threshold of the 


deals with the 


In the chapter, 
his latest boo 
Unseen, Barrett 
way which well illustrates some of the changes that have 
M.A.(Oxon.) 


leligion," in 


Sir William matter in 4 


taken place since wrote the article from 


which we have q кие, In the course of that chapter sir 
William remark 

Although the province of religion is the region of faith, 
yet, surely, аз а handmaid to faith, the evidence afforded by 


yhenomena in order to determine one of the mo 


whether the present lif 


unseen world beyond or 


action of atoms and lif in the 


a paltry misery closed 


On the other hand, he shows the true mean 


grave. 


s to which 


the Biblical warnings and the misconcep 
The Hebrew prophet 
psychical faculty, for th 
condemned those forms of it which were pr: 
pagan r 
obscure the 


lave given rise. 


themselves poss 


oi which 


ions around, and the pra 


and weaken faith in the om 


Divine idea 
Supreme Being. 

With no knowledge of the 
possess, the intellectual and І 
only have been confounded by these psychical phenomens. 


It is a chapter which may be cordially commended to 
the attention of both scientist and theologian. 

Let us conclude with a few words from our own stand- 
s of the differen 


point on what we regard as the root cau 


between Science and Religion as especially exemplified in 
the controversy on these psychical questions. As we se 


it, Science deals with external origins and Religion with 
interior ultimates, and there is always an apparent gulf 
between them which сап only be bridged by such an inter 
mediate as psychical science represents. It is really the 
LINK between them—although neither has yet recognised 
the fact. In its evolution from the purely animal stage 
with its simple instincts, mankind is emerging into а 


region in whieh the mechanical laws and principles known 
to Science as Nature become merged, with every circum- 
stance of confusion and complexity, into a higher grade of 
conditions none the less natural because they are known 
to Theology as spiritual. It is the psychological region and 
appears to bring in a great deal that is bewildering and 
repugnant to Science on the one hand and to Heligion on 
the other. 
nre eddies and currente, and the water becomes turbid for 


It is like the meeting of two streams—ther 
atime. Many things, strange and weird-looking, come to 
the surface, and those who hold by the primal sanities 

find themselves disturbed by the appearance of elements 
that seem unnatural, out of harmony with an intelligible 
world order. But these things are simply in the human 
consciousness, temporarily psychologised by this particular 
evolutionary process, The distortions are in the mind 
they are not in Nature, whether the lower (physical) 


бе or the 
higher (spiritual). 


It isa critical point" in evolution, 
Ita terrific meaning and intensity is proved by the 

1 
world war raging, for the war has a 


psychical significance vastly 


now 


Spiritual and 
than the 
causes which seemed most conspicuous in its 


greate i 
greater material 


outbreak, 


E 
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AFTER DEATH—WHAT ? 


human survival, there was r valid argum 
ADDRESS BY THE R Dr. Co ` 


Оп Monday afternoon, the 1Sti st, att Londor : x | jc р ГА = ine: та 2 A i Е = ix: M RE 
msdenee of Lady Glenconner, the Rev. Dr. € , Rector of es RE N a 3 у 
S Ethelburga’s, Bishopsgate, d 
sore title, Sir Oliver Lodge, 

In his introductory rema 
nce was divisible into two | I en 
юше. His own work was connected with the 
meant investigation; Dr. Cobb dealt 
meant application to life. If Dr. C 
them what happened after death, would 
fom knowledge he had acquired as the resul 

The Rev. De. Совв in commencing } 
wad not disagree with so distingu а scientist а 
daman; but if he had continued his remark 
thst they would have committed him Г 

deeply. (Laughter) As a matter of fact 
(о discuss anything that he might have g 
investigations, because these had been too 
æ отег too short a space of time to justify 1 
@inite observations. He did not wish to poa е 
smes of a man like Sir Oliver Lodge, who had studied 
| the phenomena connected with the 
| behind the veil, nor did he think he 
ehen if he wished it. He intended t- 


appearance of spirits 


only what it 


was not. iman intellect could 
ms called the prolegomena of the subj ; and he did so for only de The same mys- 
5 reason: there was an extraordinary amount of ign: tery su lif 
and indifference surrounding the entire question. Не used the was the г 
‘Word indifference quite advisedly. On looking round one found which left us no wiser. What wa 


it difficult to believe that the average individual took the 
tightest interest in the question whether he lived after death. 
Hisinterests were merely in the approximate future—the kind 
| life һе was to live before he passed from the earth. Thi: 
| тен of the matter was borne out by observation of the 
tunous arguments currently used on behalf of man's im- 
mortality. 

Dr. Cobb then passed in review some of these arguments, 
which are sufficiently familiar to most of those who have 


went on year after year adjusting itself to e 
Huxley suggested that life was a kind 


something м 


ch if you mixed єє 


way would be foun 
product. Dr. hat life was asso- 
ciated with matter, gh complexity of the 
compounds which made up the But his 


of Spencer 


or Huxley. But th least be said—life is a power 
seriously studied the question. There was the argument from working through its own instrument. All the force or power 


the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. With all respect for those 
"whose faith was centred in this event, it might be held that in 
this case a very large superstructure was placed on a not com- 
‘pletely assured foundation. They were basing their belief on 
= historical event which occurred in an age when historical more highly developed the form the high 
"eriticism was totally lacking, and it was likely that if we knew tion of life. 

more about the intellectual condition of those early days we 
should find that whatever took place had not been accurately 
“recorded, or the records rigorously examined and corrected. 
further difficulty was that, assuming the exact truth of the 
records, it might be objected that Jesus Christ was sò extra- 
ordinarily and specially different from the rest of mankind 
that we could not apply the argument from Him to very inferior 
mortals like ourselves. 

Again, it had been urged that this life was so very imperfect, 
hot through with injustice and misery, apparently so deficient 
"inrational and moral order, that another life must be postulated 
аз а moral necessity to adjust the defective balance of this. 
Well, there was a certain amount of truth in that argument, but 
as really a matter of values—it rested upon faith rather 
than investigation. Another argument was drawn from the 
sense of aspiration, of desire for a life hereafter, which sprang 
np spontaneously in the human heart, But while that was true 
ol many of us, it was unfortunately not true of a vast number 
others. Millions of people who followed the faith of 
- Buddhism did not desire to live again. They had been taught 
to aspire towards a cessation of personal consciousness, 

— The argument in Butler's analogy—now quite out of date 
— (hat the soul was a simple substance, like the atom, something 
ndivisible, which could not be broken up—that argument he 
merely mentioned to dismiss it. 

In this matter he looked at the other side of the question, 


which Science dealt with might be described as depersonalised 


life or depersonalised will—manifesting 
s 


gravity, molecular attraction, 


hesion, and rising in grade 


until it functioned in the human form. 


he more complex, the 


r was the manifesta- 


But clearly life did not depend on the possession or 
destruction of its particular body. When that body no longer 
subserved its purpose it transferred itself to another body. It 
was not tied up to the possession or use of the body through 
which it functioned. 

But in its gradual ascent through successive forms there 
came a time when it functioned for the first time as an indi- 
vidual. Now the term “individual” could not correctly be 
applied to any atom merely because it was theoretically indi- 
visible. The term meant more than that. It was necessary to 
any rational conception of immortality. It did not simply 
mean that any particular person was an individual because he 
was conscious that he was not some other person. If all of 
those present were able to rise to such a height of perfection 


that all the discords and differences, all the elements of division 


would be immortal. 
individual was God himself. 
such a transcendent state in order to make us indestructible 
it was sufficient to possess it even in an imperfect 
thus to be immortal. 


ending life in terms of time. 


X which was a qualitative and not a quantitative matter. 


and separateness were dissolved, so that a complete unity were 
established, we should have an individual, and that individual 
All philosophy was agreed that such an 


But it was not necessary to reach 


t measure, and 
But immortality did not imply a never- 
Immortality was a state outside 
of time, and that state was conditional; it depended on the 
fitness of the individual to receive that gift of immortality. 


gf 
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Mr. Н. б. Wells’ objection that the desire for a future life 
was a matter of selfish egotism was not a valid one. Not to 
desire immortality was equivalent to rejecting it as an un- 
worthy gift, and if that gift was to be of any use to us, it must 
bea personal gift. (Applause.) Any other kind of immortality 
(like that of the Positivists, for example) was unsatisfying. It 
was not a question of endless life in the Time sense, but of an 
exalted condition of the life—pure and noble—a worthy objeet 
of aspiration and desire, 

Dr. Cobb then traced some of the conclusions flowing from 
this idea. It meant that man, as a spiritual being with poten- 
tialities of consciousness raising him high above the animal 
kingdom, was, as it were, an organ of God—an immortal 
appanage of the Deity Himself—we were as necessary to God 
as God was necessary to us. 

In adopting this view he was using more than faith ; he was 
exercising a reasoned faith that would stand the test of ex- 
perience and criticism—it was part of the necessity involved in 
the conception of a coherent and reasonable Universe. 

After some further consideration of the point, in which he 
dealt with the question of the subliminal consciousness and those 
“abysmal depths of personality," the sense of which has led 
the best thinkers to the conclusion that in man only a small 
part of an existence rooted in a transcendent Reality comes 
to the surface, Dr. Cobb dealt with the question of pre- 
existence which, as he explained, is not the same thing as 
reincarnation. It was an unescapable conclusion that every 
human life was a continuance of some preceding form of life 
or condition of existence. It was quite legitimate to invert 
the usual order of things by saying man died and he was born, 
те. he died to some previous pre-human state and was born 
into some higher post-human condition. As to his future state 
it was clear that his life would continue to function in associa- 
tion with some external form, and he recalled the saying of St. 
Paul, " There is a natural body and a spiritual body." The 
analogy was complete. All the processes of life involved a 
transition from body to body—the old form when it no longer 
served was subsumed and a new organism developed to carry 
on the purposes of the life principle. 

Dr. Cobb next dealt with the question of evidences, but 
only, as he said, in a restrained form, because here he was on 
ground with which, unlike Sir Oliver Lodge, he had not made 
himself perfectly familiar. Those Churchmen who assailed 
psychic evidence were centuries behind the times. They were 
born too late, and their arguments were derived from the 
period between 1230 and 1430, Before then a more or less 
rational view of psychical facts prevailed. This was followed 
by a perversion of view which resulted in the idea that these 
things were diabolical—hence the burning of Joan of Are. The 
Chureh said psychical phenomena were demonology : the Legis- 
The sooner the foolish laws 
better, 


especially as an important science was now arising to tell us 


Jature said they had no existence 
enacted against psychic facts were amended the 
not only that such facts existed but the meaning of them 
That science could aid the Church, for Science could instruct 
the Church on the question of what things in the external 
side of life were true and what they stood for, and the Church 
could then make use of them 

Cobb 
report on new or hitherto uninvesti 


It was not essential that Dr. Crawford 


Describing some of Dr. Crawford's experiments Dr 
pointed to that scientist 
gated forms of matter 
should have testified to the action of unseen human 
although he had mado a claim to have done во 


ofthe discovery of unsuspected powers ancl qualities in the 


ints ШТ hee, 


His « xperimenta could be reg le ly from the standpoint 


psychical world, because these things had a very important and 


significant bearing on the whole question There was ample 


evidence amongst the records of paychic phenomena, however 


much some of them pointed to mysterious powers in the 


incarnate human, of human intelligence and activity from 


beyond the veil But from every standpoint P h Sever 
was one of the reatest sciences which had yet me int 
existence Meanwhile we had to sail. on an even keel betweer 


credulity on the one side and scepticism оп the other 


(Applause 
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Some discussion followed, in which Sir Olive Lod 
Oige ap 


n 
members of the audience took part Sir Oliver 


other 
aid 

Cobb's re. 
They had been accused by the Church of necromanes 
су 


but he did not feel that the charge could be established, After 


that he was in cordial agreement with most of Dy 
marks. 
a reference to the miracles of Jesus Christ in raising the dead, 
regarding which no charge of necromancy was levelled in these 
days, whatever the Pharisees of old might have said abcut the 
matter, he pointed out that Psychical Research did not concem 
itself with dead bodies ; it never interfered with the dead. It 
merely entered into communication with the surviving spirit 
On the question of the nature of life he did not regard life as 
identical with force or energy. Life was something that 
directed energy. Nor did he believe that the same kind of 
He thought life 
had a kind of identity, that the kind of life which made the oak 
would always make the oak. 


life and that individuality would persist. But that was not 


life was operative in all forms of existence, 


There was an individuality about 
what we meant by personality. By personality we meant some- 
thing which manifested some of the higher attributes of life— 
a very important point. As to conditional immortality, he did 
not agree with the lecturer. He thought immortality applied 
to all who had developed sufficiently the human character to 
persist as human beings. A man might desire for certain 
reasons to escape the fate of continued existence, but he 
could not do it, he was under compulsion, and had better 
make the best of it. 

The meeting closed with an expression of thanks to the 
speaker by the Chairman on behalf of the audience. 


THE DIVINING ROD. 
Irs Use IN DISCOVERING MINERALS. 


In reference to the Note in Ілснт of the 16th inst. (page 
185), dealing with the clairoscope as described by Miss Lilian 
Whiting, it is interesting to find that writing in this journal of 
February 9th, 1907 (pp. 64-5), Mr. H. Blackwell gave the 
following account of the use of the divining rod as applied to 
minerals :— 

About the year 1900 I became greatly interested in the 
literature of the divining rod, and shortly after, when in 
Canada, was fortunate enough to meet an elderly man who was 
not only influenced by underground streams, but also by 
mineral veins. Of his genuineness I had absolute proof, for 
when "set" on a rich reef, nothing would induce him to 
remain longer than a few seconds, owing to the consequent 
utter exhaustion. He informed me that on one occasion he 
had been tested when travelling on a steamer, and that he had 
accurately located the exact position of a mineral 16de which 
passed under the bay. 

After a careful study of the effect, I soon discarded the 
suggested theories of "unconscious muscular action" and of 
any “kind of transcendental discernment possessed by the 
subconscious self," although, probably, in certain exceptional 
cases (as in the well-known one of Jacques Aymar, in France, 
who traced and was the means of capturing three murderers), 
an attendant guiding spirit who causes the rod to move is the 
correct explanation 

Coming to the conclusion that the movement was usually 
due to some magnetic or other force not yet recognised, to 
which certain persons only were attuned, I determined to try 
if photography would in any way help to solve the problem 
which has puzzled investigators for hundreds of years. After 
taking photographs of the dowser on several occasions, I was 


ratified to find that some of the negatives, which were deve 


loped at a professional photographer's, showed distinct mark- 
ings of an abnormal character as of a small cloud and flash of 
light. Somewhat corroborating this result, a photograph of a 
magnet (which is now before me) shows clearly the emanation 
streaming from its poles, and this, by the way, confirms the 
observations of that patient inquirer, Baron Reichenbach 
Finding, also, that I was susceptible to the force or influence, 

turn to England I enlisted the services of three clair 
voyant friends, thinking that their ability to cognise a high rate 
of vibrations might help to further elucidate the mystery, The 


experiments were 


on my re 


arried ont in my garden, as a strong strea 
of water crosses one portion of it at 


a considerable dept 
underground The 


results were exceedingly instructive and 
Directly the rod commenced to | 


interesting ro dowr 
go down, on 
ladies saw a fine 


of the two 


cloud or aura issue 


P 
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{юш my hands, and also from the nape of my neck, 
while the other lady noticed an emanation coming from the 
apex of the rod, and also from the top of my head The ex 
periments were repeated after nightfall, as I desired to know if 
the vibrations were luminous, The ladies observed a faint 


light dart down the handles of the rod towards the point and 
thon disappear in a minute cloud, “like steam from a kettle 

Tho gentleman did not see this, but noticed some half-a-dozen 
globules of blue light which changed in colour to red while 
dancing up and down 7 

It does not appear to be electricity, as when wearing 
thick rubber boots owing to the snow-covered ground, 1 
have successfully traced the course of a vein of iron ore, and 
after insulating a lady sensitive on glass supports, with the 
handles of the rod in glass bottles, we found that'even then 
the rod freely turned when over water. Glass, however, would 
not cut off the flow of magnetism, 16 is also des 
that slightly different results will be 
dowser, for, like all they 
sensitiveness, 

It is satisfactory to find that the Germans, headed by their 
versatile Kaiser, have lately been experimenting with the rod, 
anda Berlin scientist, Herr К. Gruhn, has just announced that 
leis of the opinion that all bodies give out emanations, each 
ûi them possessing an emanation of its own. Probably he is 
not aware that over fifty years ago, the great seer, Andrew 
Jackson Davis, wrote in The Great Harmonia” that :— 


irable to note 
obtained from 
differ as to 


each 


mediums, their 


"Rarth gives off one particular colour, stones another and 
minerals another. . . Beds of zinc, copper, silver and gold 
tach, like the different organs of the body, give off divers kinds 
of luminous atmospheres or emanations more or less bright 
and beautiful," 


As the result of his labours, Herr Gruhn claims to have 
discovered a physical apparatus for locating underground reser- 
voirs of petroleum. 

L I understand that curious lights or flames, playing over or 

| proceeding from the various veins, can occasionally be seen in 
Cornwall and other mining districts. It is well known that not 
only precious supplies of water, but valuable deposits of oil, 
coal and other minerals have frequently been located by the 
indication of the rod. 

In total darkness and in a district quite new to me I have 
pointed out the exact position of a coal seam, and have given 
its correct width. It is, however, desirable to state that the 
vibrations can only be sensed when they proceed from a vein or 
каш on its edge—i.c., within the space bounded by its walls, 
and if there be an outcrop the vibrations are thereby dispersed 
or lost. They ascend to the surface vertically, and I have 
caught them when travellingin a carriage or train. When this 
A is better understood, and the contempt and foolish derision 
of our scientists give place to painstaking and careful exami- 
nation, then its enormous value for prospecting purposes and 
extracting the hidden treasures of Nature, in the shape of 
covered or blind reefs, coal seams, and watercourses will be 
more highly appreciated. By different meters attached to my 
rod I can tell whether I am over а coal seam, or iron, or man- 
ganese ore, Ko., and it will possibly be found that every mineral 
nay, every substance in the earth when in sufficient mass— 

û message or vibration for the suitably attuned receiver, 
whether human or inanimate. 


Тнв “Daily News” reports that in a will case which opened 
in the Scottish Courts at Edinburgh last week the curious 
statement was made in the defence that the hiding-place of the 
will was revealed in a dream. 

I HAVE in my possession six messages written without the 
Md of human hands and without the aid of a professional 
medium, signed by the invisible helpers, and one signed by the 
tame of a dear relative, and all in a brilliantly lighted room. 
Surely I do not hesitate to say that my own personal experi- 
ences have been such аз to render impregnable my belief in the 
existence of spiritual presences upon earth.—ELLa WHEELER 
Witcox. 

“Tay the spirits whether they be of God," was the advice 
of the Apostle. The surest indication of whether an influence 
№ of God or not will be found in its effect on character. И 
the influence which purports to come from the spirit world 
makes us both more loving and more humble; teaches us to 
think less of ourselves and of our own importance, and more 

of our work and of the interests of others; if it makes us 
more lovable in our homes and more welcome in the society 
‘of our fellow-men, then whether we can identify the “control” 
or not, we may safely trust the influence that works in us as 
emanating from a source which is pure and good and intended 
_№ advance our soul's development.—" Objections to 


 walism Answered," by Н. A. Darras, 
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А COMMENTARY ву Way ov CLAIRVOYANCE 

Mr, J. W Sharpe, M.A., of Woodroffe, Bournemouth, and 

forme tly Senior Fellow of Gonville and Caius Colle one of 
those not too common instances of a high degree of intellec- 

tual ability being combined ) Мт 

Sharpe has a gift of clairvoyance | һе һа 
frequently demonstrated to hi y his attention 
has been turned to the writings ott, in con- 
nection with which certain visi o him, a brief 
account of which we are asked to present here for the informa- 
tion of those interested in the question. We do so in a strictly 

non-committal spirit. 

Mr. Sharpe’s account commences with a reference to a 
vision (on the 3rd of February last) of celestial beings w hom he 
beheld while he was holding in his hand some booklets relating 


to Joanna and her mission. He writes :— 


The Beings, standing in a ring in full robes, made me see 
the piling up of spiritual knowledge of the »wth of the 
spiritual being of the future. This proceeded by “ waves," not 


uniformly, and when it came to my 
doctrine adumbrated the rise of a 


mind that the millennium 


; bowed in 


deep assent. 


They made me see a great fl a peony 
ready to burst open, which it presently did | me to 
know that the importance of Joanna Southcott’s writings 


really lies in their inner meaning, and also that t 
period of great transformation j 
verge of a great forward wave of 


ist when humar 


spiritual growtl 
I have never been in higher regions {һап those to which I came 
when testing Joanna's writings. 


Later, Mr Sharpe claims to have had a 
from Mr. W. T. Stead, who said that the 
was an imperative necessity as 


Mr. Sharpe says that he had a 


communication 


opening of the box 


emancipat 


a first step to jn." 


know Joanna Southcott? Shoule le 
which Mr. Stead replied," Yes! Open the c | 
is come. He is come, and men see Him not Ch rs аге 
being drawn on the debased ones for their good.” 
Then follows a description of further vision 
March 1917 

I saw Joanna Southcott yesterday mor There 
was a faint show of her po , and then she became quite 
visible as a spirit. She v hed in a light blue e, Wa 


tall with a square, not large , and was standin 
to me with a large book 
chair. 1 now copy notes: She 


and then shuts the book up. 


height of her face, finger 
the book. Ne e 
upwards, and then places that hand beside 
book. All this was quite different from what 
and only in the evening did 1 discover the 
positions of the right hand meant Warni 
Then she seats herself in the chair, the 1 
I now behind her a long vist: 
upwards to a great distance. The) 
duit, as it were, of water—the Water 
sideways to me in two long ranks, one 


1 
»w she 


ted ; 
meaning. The three 
r, Direction, Precept. 


being gone 


l had expx 


see pirits reaching away 
hold up a char 


of Truth They 


stand 
rank on each side of the 
conduit,which would hold one of their bodies conveniently, and 
is curved slightly over the top so as to prevent any of the 
“water” being lost. It slopes upwards at half a right angle, the 
lower end losing itself in Joanna's body aud the light around 
her. Everything in this scene consists of a like 
light, white and comparatively dense near Joanna, excessively 
translucent and brilliantly bright at the upper end. She points 
the scene out to me. In the dim far distance, at the 
channel, is seen a most brilliant light which 
piercing, diamond-like rays in all directions Close 
blazing orb the brilliant and translucent light-substance seems 
to melt into unity with the great orb of pure light which I now 
perceive to be itself but faintly outlined within the surround- 
ing infinity of pure light. The lower end is of the same sub- 
stance and density as Joanna herself, she being engaged now 
in communicating with the mundane world, and therefore, for 
the moment, not within her normal celestial sphere. Now I 
see standing around her chair, and so in this world, three grave 
figures of men, and the conduit merges into their bodies as 
well as into Joanna seated in it, Now the chair melts (spiritually) 
into a seat of light, with a high arched back, deeply hollowed 


substance 


head of the 


sends out clear, 


7 thi 
to this 


208 
towards the seat, and having no legs that I can se Joan: 
hast become very shining and white, and so have the three 
men who, I perce е, are bearing up the legl chair in the 
hands, Joanna's fect now rest upon € light of tł 
colour of the harvest r І rh tire a ird nd 


the scene clos 


I much wondered who thes three uld be А while 


men co 


afterwards I discovered that they were Righteoust on 
Joanna's right), Peace (behind), and Truth (on her left) 

This vision—a real scene, I take it—was entirely unsought 
for by me, every part a surprise to me, and quite vond my 
powers of inventior 

March 19th, 1917 


This morning I have seen a high being from the other world, 
world I asked: "What was the real 


purport of Joanna's coming into our history He replied 


who was Dante in thi: 


She came to be a warning to you of the near approach of 
re-formation, of re-creation, of removal of outgrown hindrances 
to your race, Of re-formation, because all the forms of social 
life will be re-made; of re-creation, because the soul within 
these forms will be new wine, of being, of knowledge, of will and 
love ; of removal, because the old must be taken away to free 
the growth of the now. This warning came, and comes, in her 
homely speech and in her homely thoughts, and in her warm- 
hearted words, She came for direction, pointing men back to 
righteousness and to ө speaking of truth under the shadow of 
peace, She came for precept; from the records of the great 
book of the past shall man draw the rules of the future. Seek 
this much in her, You will find it, and find it abundantly, and 
let that suffice you all, I go." 


March 28th, 1917. 


I find myself in the midst of a springing fountain of light, 
rays and drops of all colours, Around is darkness which melts 
away when the drops and rays invade it. Now there faces me 
в tall, grave, beneficent being, all of shining light, sometimes 
dense and white, sometimes perfectly translucent and clear. 
Но raises his open hands, elbows at his sides, and from his eyes 
and the palms of his hands and also from the closed fingers, 
pour brilliant rays of light. The darkness has now all gone. 
From his head rise flames of brilliant light and now his 
whole body appears to be formed of blazing light, and he 
becomes a dimly outlined form in the boundless light of true 
being. Now aman appears, very dimly only. Now in front 
of me stands a winged being, in a long robe of full and grace- 
ful folds, the wings rising, oach of them, in a magnificent arch ; 
sho (for I think the form is that of a woman) holds up a scroll 
in front of her, Tho hair is very thick in heavy folds and is 
gathered in the neck in à heavy roll. Underneath the light of 
it the colour is seen to be a dark brown. (I am pretty certain 
that this angel is Joanna in her natural form as a messenger.) 
Now tho angel bursts into shining light, and upon the scroll 
thore comes out the word " victory"; then comes on the scroll 
" truth,” then “ love" (each word disappearing before the next 
forms), The angel now becomes impressive and urgent in her 
manner, and loans towards me: “ Let the box be opened at once.” 
(I воо в amall model of it on the table before the angel.) “AN 
is finished, all ія done that the Lord, who is come, desires, Now 
This paper is to bo sent to our messenger 


10 a.m. 


lot tho bor he opened, 
among you," 


THE UNCHANGING EGO. 


The self in rea), not a more appearance of Reality. We, 
each in his direot experionce of personal identity, ave the 
absolutely and eternally real, albeit under finite conditions and 


limitations, Wo are substantives, nouns, pronouns; and what 


we mean by tho golf ія roal in the sonso that it owns all its 


qualitios, all ita changing states and activitios, as, no to speak, 
ita adjectives, "hoy may pass, it abides; they are always 
moro or loss changing, coming and going; but it remains ever 
the same, ever ono with itself, It ia not a flowing stream, nor 
a cluster, в “hoap,” в group, a collection, nor a series of ideas 
or payohical ovonts, ‘Tho past belongs to it as truly ns tho 
prosont, because in a vory true, doop sense it is non temporal, 
eternal, ‘This unitary aspect of experience, this identity of the 
wolf, constituting the vory basis and essential presupposition of 
all tho activition of our intelligence, if we deny or ignore it, 
tho world for us must loso ite unity, its laws, ite order, and its 
moaning; chaos and anarchy must everywhore provail, For it 
in cortain all the unitios, all the categories and universala by 
which we lay hold of and interpret existence have thoir sole 
source and meaning in this primal experience and eonvietion 
oach of us has of his own real, unchanging ego mid the flux of 
timo." Religion and Reality," by J. Н, Tuekwatt, 
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A GENERATION AGO. 
(From Lionr“ or Jors p, 1887.) 

Last week I 1 I t і 
sitting with an old 
ible mediumistie pow« It | t that I I 
had th« opportunity of ttii 
novice and inquirer like myself I may remark here that f 
some days I had been debating in my mind whether I sl 
get a copy of Leigh Hunt's “ Comic Dramatists of the Rest 
tion "—the question being whether the mental pollution aris 
from Messrs. Congreve, Wyche rley & Co. would be comp 
sated for by the picture of the manners and customs of tl 
day to be gathered from their pages, and which I had part 
cular reasons for wishing to be well up in. I had thought t 


matter over, but had dismissed it from my mind а day ‹ t 


before the séance. On sitting, out medium came шоку 
under control, and delivered a trance address, containing mu 
interesting and elevating matter. He then became clairvoyant 


describing one or two scenes which we had no opportunity d 
So far, the meeting had been very interesting, but nd 
We then proposed writing 


testing. 
above the possibility of deception. 
The medium took up a pencil, and after a few convulsive more 
ments he wrote a message to each of us. Mine гап: "Tl 
Tell him from me not to read Leg 
that no one knew] 


gentleman is a healer. 
Hunt's book." 
had contemplated reading that book, and, moreover, it wasn 
case of thought-reading, for I had never referred to the matter 
all day. І сап only say that if I had had to devise a tat 
message, I could not have hit upon one which was so absolutely 
inexplicable on any hypothesis except that held by Spiritualists 


The message of one of my friends, referring to his own private 


Now, sir, I can swear 


affairs, was as startlingly correct as mine. 
From a letter by Dn. (now Sin) A. Conan Поза. 


THE EMERGING REALITY. 


Modern religion has no revelation and no founder; it is the 


privilege and possession of no coterie of disciples or exponents; 
it is appearing simultaneously round and about the worll 
exactly as a crystallising substance appears here and there in 
а super-saturated solution. It is a process of truth, guided by 
the divinity in men. It needs no other guidance, and no pr 
It needs nothing but freedom, free speech, and honest 
statement. Out of the most mixed and impure solutions а 
growing crystal is infallibly able to select its substance, The 
diamond arises bright, definite, and pure out of a dark matrix of 
This metaphor of crystallisation ii 


tection. 


structureless confusion. 
perhaps the best symbol of the advent and growth of the new 
It has no church, no authorities, no teacher, 
no orthodoxy. It does not even thrust and struggle among 
the other things; simply it grows clear. There will be no 
putting an end to it. It arrives inevitably, and it will continu 
to separate itself out from confusing ideas. It becomes, as it 
wore, the Koh-i-noor; it is a Mountain of Light, growing anl 
increasing. It is an all-pervading lucidity, a brightnoss and 
clearness. It has no head to smite, no body you can destroy; 
it overloaps all barriers; it breaks out in despite of every endo 
sure, 16 will compel all things to orient themselves to it, It 
comes, as the dawn comes, through whatever clouds and mist 
may be here or whatever smoke and curtains may be there, It 
comes as the day comes to the ships that put to sea, It isthe 
Kingdom of God at hand, 
From " God the Invisible King," by H. G. Warts, 


understanding. 


Tae Stan IN THE STonM.—Have you ever watched in the 
darkness of the night, when atorm-clouds veiled the heavens 
and the distant thunder rolled round through the heavy air; 
and as you watched, seeing no sky, no stars, suddenly the 
clouds were rent asunder, and in the violet depths thore shone 
out the Star of Love shining undimmed and lustrous beyond 
the earth-born veil which had hidden jt from earth’s sad 
peoples ? So, to those who know, shines in mid-heaven the 
Star which is the sign of tho ever-presence of tho King, and 
tells the earth that it is lying safely in the bosom of His Power 
eradled in His Love. Lift up your eyes, brothers, now when 
Амми) BESANT, 


clouds hang thick, and seo His Star.— 


